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Environmental 

Setting 

Each Young Explorers unit 
is centered around an excit- 
ing theme and environment 
that helps the Bible lessons 
come alive for the children. 
For help in creating this 
unit’s environment, see 
“Setting the Stage." 

Session Goals 

The session goals describe 
what each child should learn 
during the session. The fol- 
lowing symbol points out 
places in the lesson where the 
session goals are emphasized: 

►© 

Session Structure 

Sessions are divided: 

1 . Explorer Orientation 
(opening activity, giving, 
and praise time) 

2. Exploring Session 
Goals (pre-Bible lesson 
activities) 



3. Exploring the Word 
(Bible lesson) 

4. Responding to the 
Word (worship and prayer, 
memory verse activity) 

5. Applying the Word 
(closing activities) 

The activities in each sec- 
tion help children learn bib- 
lical truths by watching, lis- 
tening, and participating. 

You don’t need to use the 
activities in order. You don’t 
even need to use all the 
activities described. 
Activities can be “mixed- 
and-matched” to fit the 
needs of your group. 

But use the Bible lesson, 
prayer time, and verse 
review every week. 


Weekly Session 
Flan Sheet 


Use the “Weekly Session 
Plan Sheet” to plan your les- 
sons. You also can copy and 
hand out the sheet to your 
children’s church workers. 


Activity Sheets 

The activity sheets in the 
Resource section use puz- 
zles and activities to involve 
children in learning. 

Each sheet is marked for 
level of difficulty: 

• One Star (☆) = easy 

• Two Stars (☆☆) = some- 
what difficult 

• Three Stars (☆☆☆) = very 
difficult 

Following are suggestions 
for using the activity sheets. 

• Choose activity sheets 
with the right level of diffi- 
culty for each child. 

• Use the sheets after 
each session to reinforce 
session goals. 

• Review the answers 
before the children leave. 


M 


■F 
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• Pass out extra copies of 
the sheets for the children 
to take home, if there isn’t 
sufficient time to complete 
them during the session. 

• Send activity sheets to 
absent children with a note 
saying you missed them. 

Young Explorer 
Resources 

Use the Resources section 
of each Young Explorers 
unit to present the lessons 
in a variety of learning 
styles. Resources include 
training pages, music , copy 
and overhead masters , game 
ideas, announcement and 
offering ideas, skits, sound 
effects, and activity sheets. 

Individual 
Attendance Chart 

Print an attendance chart 
(in the Resources section) 
for each child. Let the chil- 
dren color their attendance 


charts. Give each child a 
sticker to put on his atten- 
dance chart for each session 
he attends. 

Music and 
Sound Effects 

Music and Songs 
Every Young Explorers 
unit comes with a Music CD 
containing several songs 
which relate to biblical prin- 
ciples covered in the unit. 
You’ll find suggestions in 
each session for using the 
Young Explorers songs and 
for incorporating other 
familiar songs into your chil- 
dren’s church time. 

Sound Effects 
Along with the theme- 
related music, each Young 
Explorers Music CD contains 
sound effects which can be 
used with the skits ( see the 
Resource section) or at any 
time during the session to 
capture interest or make a 
point. 



Along with the theme- 
related music, use the fol- 
lowing suggestions to help 
the children understand and 
retain the Bible lesson bet- 
ter: 

• Use a puppet to tell the 
Bible story. 

• Ask one of the skit char- 
acters to tell the story. 

• Gather children in a dif- 
ferent place in the room. 

• Have children ad lib role 
playing the Bible story as 
you tell it. 

Anything you can do to 
help the children focus on 
the Bible lesson will help 
them understand and retain 
the lesson better. 

Copies For Helpers 

Print and distribute copies 
of the session plans and 
skits for your helpers each 
week. 
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A dd color and excitement to your Children’s Church by using a simple backdrop. Use the 
Backdrop from the Resources section to make a transparency or create a backdrop by 
painting the scene on a white sheet or large white cloth. 


I 


Buy a white flat sheet. Do not prewash it. (If you use an older sheet, add sizing to 
it.) Iron the sheet. 


2 


Attach the sheet to the wall. Using the Backdrop provided to make a transparen- 
cy, project the backdrop image onto the sheet. Trace the lines with a pencil. 


3 Lay the sheet flat on a plastic drop cloth. Use straight pins to pin the sheet to the 
drop cloth. Paint with tempera or fabric paints, using foam and artist brushes. 
Maintain good, even coverage with the paints. If using fabric marking pens, test 
them first. Let the painted backdrop dry flat 24 hours. 



I Add extras to the backdrop. Student desks, books, and backpacks will create a 
L three-dimensional feel. 
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WeeVIy Session to SHEET 


Date Session Number 

Session Title 
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0 Applying The Word: closing activities 

Time (# minutes) I Activity Person responsible Materials needed 


Hew To lead A Child To Christ 


S alvation is a vital part of 
Children’s Church. As 
you present the session 
each week, make opportuni- 
ties to invite children to 
accept Jesus as Savior. 
Following are basic steps to 
use when counseling chil- 
dren in this important area. 
Write the Scripture refer- 
ences on a card to keep in 
the front of your Bible. 

Invitation 

The purpose of the invita- 
tion is not to coax or plead 
with the children, but to 
give them an opportunity to 
accept Christ as their Savior 
and Lord. After you present 
the gospel, ask the children 
to bow their heads. Then 
ask if any child would like 
to receive Jesus. Invite each 
to come to the altar. Pray 
with each one who comes. 

Presentation 

I. God loves everyone 
and wants all to become 
members of His family. 

(John 3:16; 1 John 4:9) 

2 Sin prevents us from 
becoming members of God’s 
family. The Bible says all have 
sinned. (Ask the child if he 
knows he has sinned.) Help 
him understand that everyone 
has sinned. 

(Romans 3:23; James 4:17) 


3 . The punishment for 
sin is eternal separation 
from God and heaven. This 
is spiritual death. 

(Romans 6:23) 

4 . Jesus took our punish- 
ment by dying on the Cross. 

(Romans 5:8; 1 Peter 2:24) 

5 . Salvation is free, a gift; 
we cannot buy it. 

(Ephesians 2:8,9) 

6 . We need to repent (be 
truly sorry for) and ask for- 
giveness for our sins. (Help 
the child pray, asking God 
for forgiveness of his sins.) 

(Acts 3:19) 

7 By believing in Jesus 
and His sacrifice for us, we 
receive freely the gift of sal- 
vation. (Emphasize that we 
accept salvation through 
faith, not through our feel- 
ings.) Then give thanks to 
God for His gift. 

(John 1:12; Acts 16:31) 

8 . Tell others you have 
received Jesus as your Savior. 

(Romans 10:9) 

Encourage the 
child to grow 

as a new Christian 
through: 


•daily Bible reading 
•daily prayer 
•regular church attendance 
•obedience to God’s 
commands 

Follow-up 

Leading a child to Christ 
signals the beginning of that 
child’s relationship with Jesus. 
However, just as any relation- 
ship requires work after the 
initial introduction, a new 
Christian needs to develop 
his relationship with Christ. 

In the weeks after the 
child prays the sinner’s 
prayer, talk with him about 
the experience. Keep encour- 
aging him to be faithful to 
pray, read his Bible, and 
attend church. Let him know 
you are available to help him 
as he grows in his relation- 
ship with Christ. 

Use the following for ref- 
erence: 


A Admit you have 
sinned and be sorry for 
your sins (Romans 3:23; 
Acts 3:19). 

B Believe Jesus is God’s 
Son who died for your sins 

(John 3:16). 

C Confess your sins to 
Jesus, repent and ask Him to 
forgive you (Romans 10:9). 
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LESSONS FROM THE PARABLES 
UW1T GOALS 

During this unit each child will — 

►© learn Jesus’ parables are relevant for today 

►© learn to obey His teachings in their daily lives 

VINTHEY VERSE 

Let us learn together what is good. Job 34:4 

A school setting is used for this study because the parables are stories Jesus told to 
teach us lessons about living for Him. As you prepare to teach these lessons, be 
ready to learn so you can pass that knowledge on to the children in your group. 
You will want to be an example of one who hears and obeys God’s Word. 

The spiritual concepts of the parables, such as accepting Jesus, being thankful, 
being content, obeying the Word, 
living among sinners, making eternal 
choices, seeking forgiveness for sin, 
being a light for God, and being 
ready for His return, are lessons 
every Christian needs to review reg- 
ularly. We are not saved to sit back 
and take it easy, nor does God 
expect us to try living for Him with- 
out guidance. He has provided 
explicit instructions for us to follow. 
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THIS 

SYMBOL 

— ►© 

reminds 
you to 
emphasize 
the session 
goals 
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THIS 

SYMBOL 

— ►<§> 

reminds 
you to 
emphasize 
the session 
goals 


SESSION 1 

You're Invited! 

MARRIAGE OF THE KING’S SON 

Bible Text 

Matthew 22:1-14 

Session Key Verse 

Turn to me and be saved... for I am God, and there is no other. Isaiah 45:22 

Session Goals 

Today each child will — 

*® learn that even though God invites all people to know Him, some reject Him 

►© choose to accept God’s invitation of salvation 

B usyness is often considered a “necessary evil” of life. Busyness, however, can be a much 
more serious problem than we realize. Some people will have eternal unhappiness because 
their busyness excluded the time and effort needed to have an intimate relationship with 
God. The parable of the wedding banquet reminds us of this. 

This parable reminds us of another point. One man at the banquet 
was without proper wedding clothes. Commentators relate him to a 
believer who is not fully living for God, so he is not ready for the 
Lord’s return. The king had him thrown outside, where there is weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth. The parable is not just a warning to unbe- 
lievers who feel they have no time for God; it is also a warning to 
Christians. Has busyness starved your relationship with God so there is 
no spiritual life, only a form of godliness? Examine your busy schedule 
and its effect on your relationship with the Lord. Make any changes 
necessary to ensure that you are properly clothed when He returns. 

Unit Key Verse 

Let us learn together what is good. Job 34:4 
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R.S.V.P. 

(5 minutes) 

Pass out an envelope and a piece of paper to each child. Ask the children to pretend they 
have been invited to a friend’s birthday party and are to respond by mail to let the friend 
know whether they are coming. Tell them they can make an excuse (e.g. “My cousin is com- 
ing to spend the night;” “My parents are taking me to the circus;” “I am going shopping for a 
new pair of shoes;” etc.) or they can choose to attend. For those who have an excuse, have 
them either write it out or draw a picture of what they prefer to do. Those who plan to attend 
can so indicate by drawing a smiley face on the paper. One volunteer will act as a postman 
who collects the responses. The other will open the mail and respond either with a smile for 
an acceptance or frown for an excuse. 

In today’s lesson we will talk about a king who invited guests to his son’s wedding, but 
they all had excuses. 


Hems Needed 

•Two 

volunteers 

• Envelopes 

• Paper 


Giving Time 

(3 minutes) 

Allow the children to participate in a time of giving to the Lord. You might want them to 
give an offering or participate individually in a special ministry. 


Praise 

(10 minutes) 

Use the following suggested song from the Young Explorers Music CD: “Ready Or Not.” 
Add songs of your own choosing for leading the children in a time of praise. Lead in prayer 
for this week’s study. 


Items Needed 

• Young 
Explorers 
Music CD 



Announcements And Skit 

(5 minutes) 

Make announcements short and interesting. Be sure they are relevant to the children. Use 
a puppet or some other device for those announcements you want to be sure all the children 


Session 1: You're Invited! LIFE'S CLASSROOM (Lessons From The Parables) 

© 2006 Gospel Publishing House, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802 
Permission to duplicate this page for classroom use only. 




hear. Keep the session moving smoothly and don’t lose attention by letting things drag out too 
long. Use the optional skit, “President’s Visit.” found on page 128. 



Items Needed 

• Three four- 
item sets of 
clothing 
•Two 
volunteers 


Dressed For The Wedding 

(5 minutes) 

Label the pieces of two sets as “wedding clothes” and leave the other set unlabeled. (For 
children who may still be unable to read, you may use a designated symbol to identify the 
“wedding clothes.”) 

Mix the pieces and put them in a pile on the floor. Have the volunteers find the pieces of 
clothing labeled “wedding clothes” and put them on. Reward both children when they have 
completed dressing in the “proper” wedding attire. 

In our lesson today we will study about a man who came to a wedding without the prop- 
er wedding clothes. 


Items Needed 

• Child 
volunteer to 
begin game 


If I’m Invited To A Wedding.... 

(5-10 minutes) 

Tell the children to pretend they have been invited to a wedding and they are to suggest 
some things a person would do if invited to such an occasion. Select a volunteer to come to 
the front and begin the game by saying, “If I am invited to a wedding, I will....(e.g. “Be 
happy;” “wear my hair really pretty”; “wear my best clothes;” “Tell my friends about it”; or 
“Behave well when I get there.”) The volunteer will select another child at random to contin- 
ue the process until all the children have participated. (Each participant is to choose his 
replacement from the children who have not yet been chosen.) If you have more than 15 chil- 
dren, divide them into groups of 10 or less. 

Our lesson today will tell about a wedding guest who failed to realize the importance of 
the invitation he had received and did not wear the proper wedding clothes. 



(10 minutes) 

•Matthew 22:1-14 

(Choose three volunteers from the group. Inform each child of his part and give each char- 
acter his props — the king wears the crown, one or two busy people wear the dollar bill-like 
ties, the two servants wear the name tags. The bow ties will be used later. Instruct the chil- 
dren to act out what you say in the story. More servants and busy people can be used if 
desired.) 
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1. The Parable 

Jesus often compared the kingdom of heaven to other things. He did that so we could 
better understand what the kingdom of heaven is and what it is like. In one parable Jesus 
compared the kingdom of heaven to a king who had a wedding banquet for his son. Many 
people were invited to this great banquet. Just before the banquet was to begin, the king 
sent his servants out to tell those who had been invited (the busy people) that everything 
was ready. 

The people refused to come! You would think people wouldn’t miss the opportunity to 
come to a banquet given by the king. It would be an incredible event! 

The king called his servants back in and said, “Tell those who were invited that the food 
is prepared. Everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet!” (verse 4). 

When the king’s servants went again to those who had been invited to the feast (to the 
busy people), the people paid no attention to them. One went off to his field to work, the 
other to his place of business. They were so busy with their daily plans and their money- 
making that they didn’t care about the wedding feast even though the feast was the oppor- 
tunity of a lifetime. 

The rest of the people the king had invited were so irritated by the invitation that they 
beat and killed the servants. The king became so angry that he sent his army to destroy 
the murderers and burn their city. 

The king then said to his servants, “The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited 
did not deserve to come. Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you can 
find” (verses 8,9). The servants invited many more people. (Have the servants pull two volun- 
teers from the audience and put a bow tie on one of them.) 

Finally the wedding hall was filled with guests. As the king was talking with the guests, 
he saw a man who was not wearing the proper wedding clothes (the volunteer without the 
bow tie). “How did you get in here without wedding clothes?” (verse 12) the king asked. 

The man didn’t know how to answer the king. The king told his servants, “Tie him up and 
throw him outside into the darkness” (verse 13). 



Items Needed 

• Three 
volunteers 

• Bible 

• Marker 
•Tape 

• Stapler 

• Paper strips 

• Copy Master 

1 : Story Props 

• 2 “Servant” 
name tags 

• 2 dollar bills 

• 3 black bow 
ties 


2. God Offers Salvation 

Whom do you think the king represents in this parable? God is like the king in this 
story. Just like the king kept giving the invitation to the wedding banquet, God patiently 
keeps offering His invitation. What invitation does God offer? He offers an invitation to 
accept Jesus as our Savior. We need a Savior because we all have sinned. When Jesus died 
on the cross, He made a way for sins to be forgiven. 

►(§) God gives people many opportunities to realize they need Him and to accept 

Him as Lord and Savior. Just like the people invited to the banquet, many people reject 
God’s offer even though it is the most fantastic invitation they could ever receive. There is 
no other way to get to heaven. 
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3. People Are Too Busy 

In the parable, many people rejected the invitation. They wouldn’t go to a wonderful 
banquet because they were too busy. Do you remember what the people were busy doing? 
They were busy talcing care of other things, such as their land and other business. Many 
people today are the same way. They feel their jobs, their plans, their time with friends, 
and their other activities are more important than knowing God and living for Him. They 
reject His invitation of salvation and will miss out on going to heaven. 

4. Are You Ready? 

Think about your own relationship with God. Have you accepted His invitation of salva- 
tion? If you have accepted Jesus as your Savior, have you been too busy to spend the time 
with God in prayer and reading the Bible every day? 

The last man mentioned in the parable thought he was ready for the banquet, but he 
was not. Why wasn’t he ready? (He did not have on proper wedding clothes.) In the same way, 
some of us may think we are ready for heaven, but we may not be. Just because our par- 
ents are Christians or because we go to church doesn’t mean we are going to heaven. Only 
people who truly believe in Jesus and obey Him will be ready for heaven. 

Jesus ended the parable about the wedding banquet by saying, “Many are invited, but 
few are chosen” (verse 14). What do you think that means? It means God invites everyone 
to accept salvation. Does everyone accept His invitation? No. Some people, like the man 
without the wedding clothes, think they have accepted salvation by being with Christians, 
but they have not personally accepted Him as Savior. That’s why Jesus said “few are chosen." 

5. How To Get Ready 

We can be a part of the few who are chosen for God’s wedding banquet in heaven. We 
*© must accept Jesus’ offer of salvation by admitting we are sinners, believing Jesus 
is God’s Son who died on the cross for our sins, and being sorry for our sins and asking 
Him to forgive us. Then, as we live each day for God, we can know we are always ready 
for heaven. 



Prayer 

(5-10 minutes) 

God’s offer of salvation is so important because He wants to save us from eternal pun- 
ishment for sin. Explain how to receive salvation. (See page 8 for guidance.) Raise your hand 
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now if you have never accepted God’s offer but want to do so today. 

If you have accepted Jesus as your Savior, think about your life. Are you like the man 
who came to the banquet but didn’t have the proper wedding clothes? Maybe you have 
been too busy to live wholeheartedly for God. Maybe you’ve let other things keep you 
from spending time with God each day. You can tell God you’re sorry and ask Him to for- 
give you. 

Pray individually for those who desire salvation. Then pray for the others that God will 
help them use their time more wisely and obey Him so they can stay ready for heaven. 



What’s Missing? 

(8-10 minutes) 

Print the key verse on the chalkboard. Ask the children to close their eyes while you erase 
one word. Then let them open their eyes and choose a volunteer to name the missing word. 
The group will then repeat the verse and reference. Continue erasing words, having volun- 
teers name the missing words, and saying the verse together until all of the words are erased. 


Items Needed 

• Chalkboard 
and chalk (or 
an overhead 
transparency 
and marker) 



What’s Really Important? 

(10 minutes) 

Call on a volunteer to name some of the things he does in a typical evening at home. Write 
his responses on the chalkboard. Then let other children add things they do that are not on 
the first child’s list. Go back through the list and let the children tell how they would label 
the items by their importance. Put an “I” to the right of what the children consider impor- 
tant, an “S” by those items considered somewhat important, and an “N” to the right of what 
they consider not very important. 

Looking at this list we can see that many of the things we do are only a little bit impor- 
tant or not very important. God wants us to be wise and use our time on what really mat- 
ters. Many people accept God’s offer of salvation but they are so busy doing unimportant 
things that they forget to spend time with God and to live for Him. 

At this point, add Bible reading and prayer to the list if they’re not already on it. Then have 
the children say which four or five items on the list would be most important to get done in 
an evening, keeping in mind the importance of their relationship with Jesus. Circle these 
items as the group names them. 

►© Every day we can think about all the things we want to do and then decide 

which things are really the most important. We must make our time with God one of the 


Items Needed 

• Chalkboard 
and chalk (or 
an overhead 
transparency 
and marker) 
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most important things we do. Then we can be sure we are being wise with our time, and 
that our relationship with Jesus is strong so we will be ready for heaven. 



Items Needed 

• Key verse 
printed on a 
transparency 
or chalkboard 

• Two pieces 
of paper with 
the double- 
ring wedding 
symbol on 
each 

• Transparent 
tape 

• Cassette 
player 

• Children’s 
Christian 
music 
cassette 


Items Needed 

• Several small- 
mouthed jars 

• Rolls of 
pennies 

• Small prizes 
are optional 


Team Musical Chairs 

(10 minutes) 

Children! How many of you know God invites everyone to come to Him for salvation? 

He says in Isaiah 45:22, (Have chalkboard or transparency visible.) “Turn to me and be 
saved... for I am God, and there is no other.” Can you say it with me? The group can repeat 
the verse with you a couple of times. God tells us that if we will turn to Him by turning away 
from or stopping our sin, our sins will be forgiven. Some people get too busy in their lives 
to accept God’s offer. Even after some people accept Christ as Savior, they get too busy to 
know Him as He desires them to. God wants to forgive our sins and He wants us to take 
time to know Him. 

We’re going to play a game of musical chairs. Help the children form two teams and arrange 
their chairs into two groupings, one for each team. During each round of the game, I will mark 
a seat on one chair of each team with this paper. This is a symbol used for weddings, a 
reminder of the wedding banquet in today’s lesson. When the music stops find a chair to 
sit in, but you cannot sit in the chair with this symbol. The person on each team left stand- 
ing when the music stops will represent someone who was too busy to accept God. Each of 
them will be given a chance to say the key verse before the music starts again. If they can 
say it, they get a point for their team. Play the game through five rounds. During each round, 
move the pieces of paper with the symbol to a new chair. Have an assistant run the music. 

►(©) After five rounds, signal a stop to the activity. Encourage the children to stop 

their busyness, accept God’s offer of salvation, and get to know Him well. 


Persistence Game 

(10 minutes) 

Set several jars on the floor. Give 1 0 pennies to each child to try to toss into the jars at a 
distance of 5 feet. Divide the group into several lines so that numerous children can be play- 
ing at a time. Try to allow time for everyone to participate. You may want to offer the incen- 
tive of a prize for those who succeed in tossing the most pennies into the jars. 

During the game, each of you tried hard to get the pennies into the jar. No one quit the 
first time one of his pennies missed the jar. No one even quit when a second penny missed 
the jar. You kept on trying to get the pennies into the jar until all your pennies were used. 
The words persistent and patient can describe the way you played the game. You were 
persistent because you kept trying over and over. You were patient because you didn’t quit 
even if your penny did not go into the jar. 

God is also persistent and patient. He is persistent because He keeps trying over and 
over again to show people His love. God is also patient because He doesn’t stop offering 
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salvation to all people. Are you glad God is persistent and patient? Have you accepted His 
offer of salvation? 


Activity Sheets 

(10 minutes) 

See “How to Use Young Explorers” for suggestions on how to use Activity Sheets. 


“A Lost Guest” 
Session 1, Sheet 1 



“You Are Invited” 
Session 1, Sheet 2 



“What Are They?” 
Session 1, Sheet 3 
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Larger copies of the answer sheets are provided on page 157. 



Items Weeded 

• Pencils, mark- 
ers, crayons 

• Copies of 
Activity 
Sheets 1-1 to 

1-3 
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SESSION 2 

Gratitude Attitude 

TWO DEBTORS 


Bible Text 

Luke 7:36-47 

Session Key Verse 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 2 Corinthians 9:15 

Session Goals 

Today each child will — 

*® learn how a woman showed gratitude when she recognized her need for a Savior 

*® thank Jesus for dying for his sins 

G ratitude is a quality that most people will admit they lack. It is difficult to feel grateful 
when, if we honestly admit it, we feel we deserve most of the good that comes our way. 
Today’s Bible lesson clearly brings out God’s solution to an attitude of ingratitude — the real- 
ization that we deserve nothing from God in contrast to how much He has given us. Simon him- 
self, a religious teacher with knowledge of God, failed to see he needed God’s forgiveness. 
Because of his ungrateful attitude, Simon did not receive the forgiveness he needed. But the 
woman who was grateful to Jesus received forgiveness. 

Help the children in your group acquire an attitude of gratitude toward God. They must rec- 
ognize their sin or they will not receive from God the forgiveness they need. The Holy Spirit can 
reveal to them the seriousness of their sins and their need of God’s forgiveness. When the chil- 
dren admit their need for God’s forgiveness, the Holy Spirit will then be able to impress upon 
them an attitude of gratitude for God’s “indescribable gift” of His Son. 


Unit Key Verse 

Let us learn together what is good. Job 34:4 
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Happy Birthday 

(5 minutes) 

Have Aunt Joan seated in one of the chairs off center of the room. Have Jeremy seated also 
some distance from Aunt Joan in the other chair. They will reminisce aloud separately and 
then come together. 

AUNT JOAN (reminiscing aloud): Jeremy is so special. It was so hard to see him left alone 
when Jan and Rich died so tragically. He was so sad at first, but he has become such a wonder- 
ful young man. 

JEREMY (thinking out loud): Today is Aunt Joan’s birthday. I want to get her something 
really nice. I’ve been saving to get a new bike, but I think I’ll take the money to get Aunt 
Joan the beautiful watch I saw her looking at one day at the mall. She’ll really like that. 

(Aunt Joan is sitting reading, then turns her head to see Jeremy enter the room with a tiny 
package in his hand.) 

JEREMY (reaching out to hug Aunt Joan): Auntie, I love you so much. Since today is your 
birthday, (handing her the package) I wanted to show you that I’m glad you gave me a home 
when Mom and Dad died. Uncle John told me you even gave up becoming a doctor to take 
care of me. 

AUNT JOAN (opening the package and looking surprised): But where did you get enough 
money to buy this? 

JEREMY: You knew I have been saving my money from mowing lawns to get a bike. But I 
decided I wanted to give you a special “I love you” gift for your birthday. Happy Birthday! 

►(§) Today we will study about a woman who also gave a very expensive gift to 

show her gratitude for what Jesus had done for her. 


Giving Time 

(3 minutes) 

Allow the children to participate in a time of giving to the Lord. You might want them to 
give an offering or participate individually in a special ministry. 


Praise 

(10 minutes) 

Use the following suggested song from the Young Explorers Music CD: “Attitude Of 
Gratitude.” Add songs of your own choosing for leading the children in a time of praise. Lead 
in prayer for this week’s study. 
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Items Needed 

• Male volun- 
teer to play 
Jeremy 


• Female volun- 
teer to play 
Aunt Joan 

• Gold watch 
beautifully 
wrapped 

• Two chairs 

• Book 


Items Needed 

• Young 
Explorers 
Music CD 
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Items Needed 

• Light-colored 
construction 
paper 

• Scissors 

• Felt-tip marker 
•Adhesive tape 
•Table 


Items Needed 

• Bible 

• Transparency 
made from 
Overhead 

Master 1: 

Attitude 

Snapshots 

• Housecleaning 
item (a can 

of furniture 
polish, etc.) 

• Picture of a 
dessert 

• Bottle of 
perfume 
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Announcements And Skit 

(5 minutes) 

Give announcements and any guidelines you have for the children to follow during this 
time. Use the optional skit titled, “Thankfulness.” found on page 129. 

Attitude of Gratitude 

(5-10 minutes) 

From the construction paper, cut nine 2-inch squares. On each square, print a different let- 
ter of the word “gratitude.” Mix up the squares and place them face down on a table. Ask 9 
volunteers (if you do not have that many children, have each child take more than one 
square.) Give each child a piece of tape rolled up to stick on the back of the square (or one 
piece for each square). Have the children tape the squares on the board or wall to spell an 
attitude discussed in today’s lesson. 

Today we will learn about a woman who beautifully demonstrated this attitude because 
of what Jesus had done for her. 



(10 minutes) 

•Luke 7:36-47 

Choose some children beforehand to hold onto one of the items you have brought until 
you cue them during the lesson presentation. At that time they are to come and stand by you 
at the front and hold up what they have for all to see. After a few seconds, have them return 
to their seats. 

1. Preparing For Guests 

One day, a man named Simon invited Jesus to his house. Simon was a Pharisee, 
which means he was a respected teacher in the church. Imagine all the things you 
might do if Jesus were coming over to your house! 

What are some things your mother might do when you are having a special guest 
visit your house ? (Allow responses.) Many people would clean the house well. (Call by 
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name the child with the cleaning item to come hold it up for a few seconds.) Some people 
also bake special foods such as a roast or a delicious dessert. (Show the dessert.) If the 
guest is staying overnight, the guest probably gets the nicest bedroom to sleep in. We 
probably don’t stop to think about it, but these are things we do for the guests to 
show them how grateful we are for their friendship and for their visit. 

(Show snapshot 1 on the Overhead Master 1 .) In Jesus’ time when a guest arrived at 
someone’s home, the host would wash the guest’s dusty feet. A traveler’s feet became 
dusty from wearing sandals. Then the host would kiss the guest on the cheek as a 
symbol of peace. Last, for a very special guest, the host would put a small amount of 
oil on the guest’s head as a sign of honor. It seems Simon would have gone out of his 
way to welcome Jesus into his home. He is the Son of God! Simon did none of these 
special things for Jesus. 

2. A Grateful Woman 

During the meal at Simon’s house, a woman known by many people to be a terrible 
sinner, walked into the room, stood at Jesus’ feet, and began to cry. (Show snapshot 2.) 
The meal was not just for invited guests, but someone like this woman was not wel- 
come in Simon’s house. He probably worried about what the other people would 
think and hoped the woman would leave. 

As the woman cried, her tears fell onto Jesus’ dusty feet. The woman 
knelt down and wiped her tears and the dust off Jesus’ feet with her long hair. Then 
she kissed His feet to show her honor for Him. (Call for the child with a bottle of per- 
fume to come.) She then opened a very expensive bottle of perfumed oil and poured it 
on His feet. You probably are thinking, Why in the world did she pour perfume on 
His feet? She was honoring Jesus by anointing His feet with perfumed oil. It was her 
way of showing how grateful she was to Him for what He had done for her. 

The woman had been a sinner who needed forgiveness just as sinners still need 
Him. If you have not asked Jesus into your life, you need His forgiveness too. When 
you admit you are a sinner, believe Jesus is God’s Son who died for you, and ask Him 
to forgive your sin, He will. He forgives today just as He did then. Being forgiven 
makes us feel clean and happy inside. We feel thankful just as this woman did. 

As Simon watched what the woman was doing, he thought, Jesus is no prophet of 
God. If He were, He would know that this woman is a terrible sinner and would not 
let her near Him. 

Jesus did know the woman was a sinner. Jesus also knew what Simon was thinking 
just as He knows our thoughts. To explain her actions to Simon, Jesus told this parable. 

3. Two Debtors 

Two men owed a lot of money to a man who had loaned them money. (Show snap 
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shot 3.) The first man owed 500 denari, which was as much as he could earn in a year 
and a half. The second man owed about 50 denari, about 2 month’s worth of pay- 
checks. Neither man was able to pay back the money he owed, so the moneylender 
graciously canceled both their debts! This meant that neither man would have to pay 
back the money. 

Then Jesus asked Simon, “Which man will love the moneylender more?” How 
would you have answered Jesus? Why? Simon replied, “I suppose the one who owed 
the most money.” Jesus said that was the correct answer. 

Simon had showed his lack of gratitude and love by not doing for Jesus what a good 
host would have done — washing His feet, greeting Him with a kiss, and honoring Him 
by putting oil on His head. 

How did the woman show her love for Jesus? Why do you think the woman loved 
Jesus so much? The woman knew she was a terrible sinner who needed God’s for- 
giveness. Because Jesus forgave her sin, she had an attitude of gratitude and love 
toward Him. Simon did not feel he was a sinner who needed forgiveness. He didn’t 
see his need and so he wasn’t grateful for what God could do for Him. 

►(§) The woman and Simon were both sinners who needed God’s forgiveness. 

God, like the moneylender, offered them forgiveness for their debt of sin. Only the 
woman accepted His forgiveness and responded with gratitude. 


4. Check Your Attitude 

Maybe you’ve been like Simon and never really felt you were a bad enough person 
to need Jesus’ forgiveness. The Bible says every person is born a sinner. (Read Romans 
3:23. Show snapshot 4.) Or maybe you are a person who has asked God for forgive- 
ness, but you aren’t grateful for what God has done in your life. You can be different 
from Simon today. Let’s bow our heads now and tell God how much we love Him. We 
can show an attitude of love and honor for Him. (This would be a good time to 
help the children respond to the Word through prayer.) 



Prayer 

(10 minutes) 

We owe a debt we cannot pay. Jesus gave His life to pay the debt for our sins— He was 
beaten, whipped, and died a painful death on the cross. His offer of salvation is free to us, 
but it cost Jesus His life. 
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Walk through the plan of salvation with the group. (See page 8 for guidance.) If you realize you 
are a sinner and want Jesus to forgive you, come to the front. Jesus will forgive you. If you 
have already accepted Jesus as your Savior, give Him thanks now to show your gratitude. 

Be sure to follow up with any who received salvation. Encourage them to read their 
Bibles and pray every day. 

What A Gift! 

(10 minutes) 

Hold up the game and the cartridges. Who can tell me what this is ? Why is this fun to 
have ? How would you feel if your parents or grandparents bought you not only the 
newest, most advanced video game, but every game cartridge you wanted? Allow some 
children to express how excited they would be. 

Even though some of you told me how excited you would be to get such a wonder- 
ful gift, your words probably still weren’t enough to really describe your gratefulness. 
Sometimes it is hard to describe our feelings. That is how the apostle Paul was feeling 
when he wrote 2 Corinthians 9:15 — ’’Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” 
Paul was talking about the salvation Jesus gave to us by dying on the cross! Because of 
what Jesus did, we can now be forgiven of our sins and have a relationship with God. 
Salvation is so wonderful that Paul couldn’t find the words to describe it. 

►(§) We need to show God our gratefulness for His incredible gift. We are 

showing Him our love and appreciation for such an awesome gift when we spend 
time talking with Him in prayer or reading His Word. We also show gratitude by obey- 
ing God. 

Take a moment to think of some short phrases that can tell our thankfulness to 
God. For example, “Thank You, Jesus, for dying on the cross” is one such phrase. Can 
anyone think of another? Write the first few suggestions on the gift. Allow other phrases to 
be shared, but explain that you won’t have time to write everyone’s phrase on the gift. 

Hold up the gift. Try to remember every day to tell and show God your thankfulness 
for sending Jesus. When you do, you show gratitude for His gift of salvation to you. 


Items Needed 

• Popular video 
game system 


with game 
cartridges (If 
these items 
are unavail- 
able, modify 
this activity 
slightly to fit 
another popu- 
lar toy.) 

• Large box 
wrapped in 
white paper 
with a colorful 
bow on top 

• Felt-tip pens 



People Shuffle 

(5 minutes) 

(Divide the key verse as follows: Thanks be / to God / for his / indescribable / gift! / 2 
Corinthians / 9:15.) 
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Items Needed 

• 14 pieces of 
construction 
paper with 
key verse 
portions 
written on 
them. 


Items Needed 

• Chalkboard 
and chalk 


Items Needed 

• Chairs 

• Masking tape 

• Basket 

• Paper for 
tickets 


Divide the group into two teams. Choose seven players to come forward from each team. 
Hand each child one card and instruct the children not to look at it until you say “Go!” After 
you say “Go,” the children are to look at their cards and then rearrange themselves so they 
are in the correct order of the key verse. After a team has won the round by finishing first, 
reshuffle the cards and choose another seven players from each team. (If your group is small, 
you may want to use this activity as a non-competitive review by making only one set of 
cards. You may also put more words on each card if you have fewer than seven students.) 

Check Your Attitude 

(7-10 minutes) 

Divide the children into two teams. Print on the chalkboard one blank line for each letter 
of the phrase, “check your attitude.” Also print all the letters of the alphabet on the board, 
placing the vowels in a separate list. 

Let the first child from the first team choose a consonant. If the letter belongs in the 
phrase, print it on the correct blank(s) and give his team one point for every time that letter 
is used. Whenever a team member guesses a correct letter, his team continues to play. If the 
letter is not in the phrase, erase the letter from the list and allow a member from the other 
team to guess a letter. Vowels can be purchased for one point. 

A team may solve the phrase as long as it is their turn. Only the team that guesses the 
phrase correctly gets to keep its points. Continue play until the puzzle is solved or one team 
reaches a predetermined number of points. 

(When it is a child’s turn to guess a consonant, he may not consult with his team mem- 
bers. If a team wishes to purchase a vowel or guess the answer to the puzzle, they may con- 
sult with one another.) 

All Aboard! 

(5-10 minutes) 

Line up chairs in your room, enough for each child in the group minus one. (For large 
groups, choose about 10 to 12 children.) This is the “train.” Have all the children except for 
one volunteer sit on the chairs. The volunteer stands behind a masking-tape line on the floor 
away from the train. He is in the “train station.” Place a basket with colored strips of paper 
for tickets halfway between the train and the station. 

When the leader says, “All Aboard,” the children on the train and the one in the station 
must run to the basket, take a ticket and find a chair on the train. Whoever does not get a 
chair must say the unit key verse, “Let us learn together what is good,” (Job 34:4). If correct, 
he goes to the train station and continues to play. If the answer is incorrect, a chair is 
removed from the train, the player remains out of the game for two rounds, and another vol- 
unteer goes to the train station. 
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Take The Bacon 

(10 minutes) 

I trust each of you feel the overwhelming gratitude Paul felt when he wrote 2 
Corinthians 9:15, “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” Paul meant that God’s gift 
of salvation is so awesome it cannot be described in words. Because this gift of salvation is 
so wonderful, we should show our gratitude to God every day. Before we start our game, 
let’s say the verse together. 

Go over the verse with the children a few times. Then explain a school yard game called 
“Take The Bacon.” Choose 10 children to play this game and divide them into two teams. 
Number each group of five children one through five. The children from one team form a line 
facing the children from the other team. An eraser (the bacon) is set on the floor halfway 
between them. When you call a number one through five, the two children with the same 
number race toward the eraser and try to be the first to pick it up. Whoever succeeds must 
get back to his line without being tagged by the other person. The person who gets back to 
his line with the eraser without being tagged or the person who tags the other is considered 
the winner. The winner then has to quote the key verse from memory in order to gain a point 
for his team. Play to 8 points. 

This game can be played with a larger or smaller group of children as long as the teams are 
even. Number the children off according to the number of players on each team. 


Items Needed 

• Bible 

• Key verse 
printed on a 
transparency 
or chalkboard 

• Chalkboard 
eraser 



Activity Sheets 

(10 minutes) 

See “How to Use Young Explorers” for suggestions on how to use Activity Sheets. 


“Hidden Gifts” 
Session 2. Sheet 1 



“God’s Gifts” 
Session 2. Sheet 2 


God’s Gift 



man named St'nan invited Jesus to hi; 
nner. While Jesus was there, a c 

sashed Jesus’ feet with her Jnars . Th 
d ptr-fume on them. The woman did this fo: 
iw Him her for forgiving hi 


s[ 


We also need God’s {vftjjt'eneeS. We cannot be 
forgiven until we flflWA mr sins and ask for God’s 
h&Jp . Then Jesus will forgive us. We can then have a 
qJq5& relationship with God. 


Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
2 Corinthians 9tl5 


“Gratitude Word Find” 
Session 2. Sheet 3 



Larger copies of the answer sheets are provided on page 157. 


Items Needed 

• Pencils, mark- 
ers, crayons 

• Copies of 
Activity 
Sheets 2-1 to 

2-3 
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SESSION 3 

It's Not Fair! 

WORKERS IN THE VINEYARD 


Bible Text 

Matthew 20:1-16 

Session Key Verse 

Be content with what you have. Hebrews 13:5 

Session Goals 

Today each child will — 

►<§) learn God rewards those who work for Him 

*® determine not to complain if he doesn’t have what others have 




I ow much of our lives are spent comparing ourselves to 
other people? We compare our possessions, our abilities, 
and our appearance to what others have. We determine our 
“needs” based upon what others possess. 

Although comparing oneself to others is a common practice for 
most of us, we probably agree that it is a bad practice. Comparing 
can cause low self-esteem, envy, strife, and even pride. God 
desires that we take our eyes off of others and instead fix our eyes 
upon Him. 

We must realize that when we complain about what we have or who we are, we are actu- 
ally complaining against God. Sometimes we may even think we “deserve” certain things. We 
do not deserve any good thing. God, in His great love and mercy, has lavished on us so many 
wonderful blessings. He has promised to supply all of our needs and to give us the desires of 
our hearts. When we fully grasp His provision, how can we dare to complain or compare. 

Challenge yourself to live a life of contentment before the children in your group. Help 
them to realize the richness of life in Christ! 


Unit Key Verse 

Let us learn together what is good. Job 34:4 
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Green With Envy 

(5 minutes) 

Today we are talking about how we are to feel when good things happen to others. 
This water (hold up the yellow water) represents a friend who has just found out his 
family is getting a new puppy. He is very excited and happy. 

This water (show blue water) represents how you feel when he tells you about the 
new puppy. You’ve always wanted a puppy, but your parents say you can’t have one. 
So when you hear your friend’s news, you feel sad. You wish you could have a puppy. 

What color will I get when I mix these two jars of water together? Allow guesses. 
Let’s find out. Pour the water into the third empty jar. What color do I have now? 
(Green.) Green is the color we associate with envy. Envy is the same thing as jealousy. 
If a person is jealous of the good things that happen to others, we say he is “green 
with envy.” If we are content with what we have and are happy for others when good 
things happen to them, we won’t become “green with envy.” Today we’re 

going to talk about some people in the Bible who let envy get in their way. 


Items Needed 

• Three clear 
quart jars half- 
full of water 
•Yellow and 
blue food col- 
oring (Prior to 
the session 
add enough 
food coloring 
to make the 
water in one 
jar yellow and 
the other 
blue.) 


Giving Time 

(3 minutes) 

Allow the children to participate in a time of giving to the Lord. You might want them to 
give an offering or participate individually in a special ministry. 


Praise 

(10 minutes) 

Use the following suggested song from the Young Explorers Music CD: “Let My Life Be A 
Light.” Add songs of your own choosing. Lead in prayer for this week’s study. 



Items Needed 

• Young 
Explorers 
Music CD 


Announcements And Skit 

(5 minutes) 

Give announcements and any guidelines you have for the children to follow during this 
time. Use the optional skit titled, “That’s Not Fair!” found on page 129. 
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Open-Ended Situations 

(5-7 minutes) 

Read the situations listed below one at a time. For each one, ask the group to respond to 
these two questions: 

/. How would you be tempted to feel or react? 

2. How must you, as a Christian, feel and react? 

Guide the discussion. The children may be honest in admitting how they would be tempt- 
ed to feel and react. But they can also determine to be glad for others and to be thankful for 
what they have. 

1. You were part of a relay team in gym class. When your team won, several people 
congratulated your team members, but no one congratulated you. 

2. You did not get the part you wanted in the school play. Your best friend did. 

3. A fellow student and her family won a trip to a popular theme park. You would 
love to go there, but your family can’t afford to go. 

4. Your brother got more money on his birthday from your aunt than you did on 
yours. 

5. Your cousin got to spend the summer at your grandparents’ ranch. You couldn’t 
go because your parents needed you to help baby-sit your little sister for the summer. 



Items Needed 

• Bible 

• Transparency 
made from 
Overhead 

Master 2: 

Vineyard 
Worker Times 

• Three differ- 
ent colors of 
transparency 
pens 

• Overhead 
projector 


(10 minutes) 

•Matthew 20:1-16 

1. The Parable Of The Vineyard 

In Session 1 we learned that Jesus compared the kingdom of heaven to a banquet 
prepared by a king. This is so we can better understand what the kingdom of heaven 
is and what it is like. In this session, Jesus compared the kingdom of heaven to a 
landowner and his workers. 

A landowner went out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. A 
vineyard is a place where grapes grow on vines. The landowner told the men he 
would pay them a denarius, the usual day’s pay. They agreed and went to work for 
him at 6 o’clock in the morning. (Draw two stick figures above 6 a.m.) 

About the third hour, or 9 o’clock in the morning, the landowner saw more men 
standing in the marketplace with nothing to do. He hired them, and they went to 
work in his vineyard. (Draw two stick figures above 9 a.m.) 
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The landowner went out again at noon and 3 o’clock in the afternoon and hired 
more workers. (Draw two stick figures above 12 p.m. and 3 p.m.) 

Finally, at 5 o’clock in the evening, the landowner went out and found more men 
standing in the marketplace. “Why have you been standing here doing nothing all 
day?” he asked. “No one has hired us,” they answered. So the landowner hired them 
and sent them to his vineyard to pick grapes. (Draw two stick figures above 5 p.m.) 

►(§) At the end of the workday, around 6 o’clock in the evening, the landown- 
er had all the workers brought together to be paid. (Draw one stick figure above 6 p.m. 
using a different color of pen. Draw a simple hat on his head to distinguish him as the 
landowner.) 

The workers who were hired at 5 o’clock in the afternoon got a denarius each. 

(Under 5 p.m. draw a circle and draw a $ inside to represent a denarius.) All the other 
workers got a denarius also, even the first group who started at 6 o’clock in the morn- 
ing. (Draw a sample denarius under each group of workers, going from the group at 3 p.m. 
and ending with the group at 6 a.m.) 

2. Workers Complain 

The first group of workers noticed how much the other workers had gotten paid. 
They thought they should have gotten more money since they had worked more 
hours. They complained, “You paid these men the same as you paid us when they 
only worked 1 hour and we worked 12 hours! We did most of the work and you paid 
them the same amount as we got” (verse 12). 

You may sometimes feel things are not fair just as the workers did. But in one way 
we are all equal: God loves everyone so much He sent His only Son to die for our 
sins. Anyone who asks, receives complete forgiveness. God does not want anyone to 
miss heaven. Everyone who accepts Jesus as Savior receives eternal life just as each 
worker received the pay the landowner promised. 

The landowner said, “I’m not being unfair. You agreed to work for a denarius. If I 
want to give the same amount to the last people I hired, don’t I have the right to do 
what I want with my own money? Are you jealous because I am so generous?” 

3. God Rewards His Servants 

It doesn’t seem fair that the first workers got paid the same as the last workers. 

The last workers didn’t deserve a denarius. But the landowner was fair because he 
paid all the workers what he had promised them. 

Sometimes we may feel as the first workers did that God is being unfair. The Bible 
does not say God will give us all the same things — the same clothes, abilities, friends, 
personality, or appearance. God is fair. He does give each of us everything He has 
promised in His Word. God will reward us for serving Him to the best of our ability. 
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Like the landowner, God is also generous. Even though we don’t deserve it, He 

►<§) gives us many good things because of His love for us. We are to be content 

with what He gives us. We don’t want to become like the first workers and be jealous 
of the good things God gives to others. Instead, let’s be glad we serve such a generous 
God. 



Prayer 

(10 minutes) 

Being content isn’t always easy. But God can help you learn to be content. Instead of 
thinking about the things you don’t have, think about the good things God has given you. 
God has said He will reward those who serve Him. He has also promised to meet all our 
needs. 

The best thing God has given us is salvation. Anyone who admits he is a sinner, believes 
Jesus is God’s Son who died for our sin, confesses his sin, and asks forgiveness will receive 
salvation. It doesn’t matter who he is. God loves everyone. Pray individually with each child 
who desires to accept Jesus as Savior. ( See page 8 for guidance. ) Then pray for the group. 

Thank You, God, that You have given us so many good things we don’t deserve. Help us 
to be content and to overcome the habit of comparing ourselves to others. 


Items Weeded 

• Bible 

• Key verse 
printed on a 
transparency 
or chalkboard 

• Two rawhide 
dog bones 


Who Has The Bone? 

(10 minutes) 

We have been talking about being content with the good things God gives us. I 
thought of a verse that tells an important attitude we each are to have. (Show the 
verse.) “Be content with what you have,” Hebrews 13:5. 

What does it mean to be content? If we are content, we will be satisfied and happy 
with what we already have, instead of feeling we need what someone else may have. 
If we are content, we won’t be whining and complaining that we don’t have the 
things other people have. Our contentment pleases God. 

As we think about this verse, we’re going to play a version of “Doggie, Doggie, 
Who’s Got Your Bone?” (Divide the group into two teams.) I will pick one person from 
each team to come up front and turn his back to the group. On the floor behind each 
person picked, I will put a dog bone. Show the bones to the group. While the two peo- 
ple up front have their backs turned and eyes closed, and everyone in the room is 
very quiet, I will point to one person from each team to come up, take the bone from 


30 


LIFE'S CLASSROOM (Lessons From The Parables) Session 3: It's Not Fair! 

© 2006 Gospel Publishing House, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802 
Permission to duplicate this page for classroom use only. 


behind his team member, quietly return to his seat, and hold the bone behind him. 
Everyone else also is to sit with his hands behind him as if he were holding the bone. 

Then I’ll tell the two people up front to open their eyes, turn around, and guess 
who has the bone. They each get three guesses. If they guess correctly, the person 
with the bone must bring it up to his teammate. The teammate (doggie) must say the 
key verse from memory. Each team gets five points if the person with the bone is 
guessed and five points if the verse is said correctly. If either of the players does not 
guess who has the bone within three guesses, his team gets no points. Choose two new 
“doggies” for further rounds as time allows. 



Good Things Pop-Up 

(10 minutes) 

God’s Word tells us about many wonderful things He gives to His children. If you 
have accepted Jesus into your heart and are living for Him, these wonderful things are 
for you also. We don’t deserve any of these good things, but God gives them to us 
because He loves us so much. When we remember all these good things, it is easier 
to not complain when we see others get good things too. 

Make sure all the children have Bibles. We are going to play Good Things Pop-Up. I 
will give a Scripture reference and the first person to find it will stand and read the 
verse to the group. Once you read a verse, you must wait two turns to give others a 
chance to read. For practice find the verses anyway. 

Some verses you can use are listed below. After reading each verse, repeat what God gives 
us so it is clear to the whole group. (1) Psalm 103:10 (mercy— not treating us as our sins 
deserve); (2) Romans 5:8 (He loved us while we were still sinners.); (3) John 3:16 (He gave 
His Son); (4) Acts 1:8 (power); (5) Philippians 4:13 (strength); (6) 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 (gifts 
of the Spirit); (7) 1 Peter 1:8 (inexpressible joy); (8) John 14:27 (peace); (9) John 14:26 
(Counselor); and (10) Psalm 33:18 (unfailing love). 


Items Needed 

• Bibles (one 
for each child) 

• List of verses 
that tell about 
good things 
God gives to 
His children. 


Sing It! 

(5 minutes) 

Teach the children to sing today’s key verse to the tune of “Mary Had A Little Lamb.” 
Be content with what you have, 
what you have, 
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Items Needed 

• Bite-size 
candy bar, 
regular candy 
bar, king-size 
candy bar, 
bag of candy 
bars, and 
enough candy 
bars of the 
same size for 
each child 
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what you have. 

Be content with what you have, 

Hebrews 13:5. 

Then sing the verse while adding a motion such as doing jumping jacks, clapping on the 
words, standing on one foot, turning in a circle, patting their heads, etc. 

Comparison Quiz 

(10 minutes) 

What does it mean when you compare yourself to others? Allow some children to 
respond. Give a few examples of comparisons. Sometimes when you compare you are put- 
ting yourself down. For example, you might say, “Allison sure is pretty. I wish I was 
that pretty.” At other times, you are being prideful. You might say, “Look at John. 
What a klutz! I could really beat him at a game of one-on-one basketball.” You are 
really saying you are better than John. 

We’re going to do a fun activity to make you aware of how much you compare 
yourself to others. Put your hands on your lap with your fingers flat. Then I’m going 
to ask five questions. If you have ever done or thought the thing I mention, bend one 
finger under. (It might be helpful to give one sample question and then demonstrate how a 
child will respond if he agrees.) 

/. Have you ever wished you were as pretty or as handsome as someone else? 

2. Have you ever felt badly because you know that no matter how hard you try you 
will never be as smart as someone you know? 

3. Have you ever thought, My house is so much nicer than so-and-so’s house? 

4. Have you felt embarrassed that your clothes aren't as “cool” as someone else's? 

5. Have you ever thought, My art project is much nicer than so-and-so’s? 

How many of you bent down at least three fingers? Look around. All of us (or most 
of us) struggle with comparing ourselves to others. We do it so often that we don’t 
usually realize we are doing it. Do you think comparing is good or bad? Why? 

Comparing is bad because it can make us jealous of what other people have or it 
can make us think we are better than other people. Sometimes we may even com- 
plain if we don’t have the good things other people have. God wants us to be content. 
Being content means being thankful for who you are and what you have, but not 
— *■© being proud about those things. We must stop comparing ourselves to others 
and learn to be content with what God has given us. 

Mock Awards 

(5 minutes) 

Pick four volunteers. (Since it is a privilege to help up front, make sure you choose chil- 
dren who have been well-behaved.) I want all of you to pretend these four children are 
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the winners of a spelling bee. Give them a round of applause. Ask the volunteers if they 
are glad they won. They should respond positively. 

I have awards for each volunteer for being a winner. Pull out of the bag a bite-size 
candy bar and give it to the first volunteer. Do you like your prize? Let’s applaud him 
again. Give the next volunteer the regular candy bar. Do you like your prize? Let’s applaud 
him. Do the same with the other two volunteers, giving them the king-sized candy bar and 
the whole bag of candy bars in turn. Then ask the first child, “Do you still like your 
prize?” If he responds positively, ask if he would have liked it better if they had all gotten the 
same thing, like a bag of candy bars. 

A person would be happy just to be a winner, until he begins to compare his prize 
with what others have. Comparisons can take away our happiness and cause us to 
envy others. When we notice someone else has more things or nicer things than we 
have, we may then become unhappy with what we have. Instead of comparing our- 
selves to others, God wants us to be content with what He has given to us. 

(After this activity, collect the candy bars from the volunteers and then give a same-sized 
candy bar to every child.) 


Activity Sheets 

(10 minutes) 

See “How to Use Young Explorers” for suggestions on how to use Activity Sheets. 


“Smile!” 

Session 3, Sheet 1 


“Grape Math” 
Session 3, Sheet 2 


“Grape Truths” 
Session 3, Sheet 3 





Larger copies of the answer sheets are provided on page 158. 


Items Needed 

• Pencils, mark- 
ers, crayons 

• Copies of 
Activity 
Sheets 3-1 to 

3-3 
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SESSION 4 

Do Your Homework 

THE SOWER 


Bible Text 

Matthew 13:1-9,18-23; Mark 4:2-8,13-20; Luke 8:5-8,11-15 

Session Key Verse 

Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. 
Revelation 2:10 

Session Goals 

Today each child will — 

►© learn the importance of hearing and obeying God’s Word 

►© list things he knows the Bible commands, which he will obey 


^Perseverance and following through seem to be personal qualities that have fallen by the 
■^wayside during the last few decades. In our society of instant gratification and the “fast- 
1 food generation,” no one wants to wait or work for anything. We want easy jobs, quick 
food, and fun, fun, fun. 

Unfortunately, this attitude has carried over into many people’s spiritual lives. They want a 
relationship with God without any effort or work on their part. But God’s Word makes it clear 
that the Christian life is not that easy. We must take up our cross daily and follow Him. 

Today’s session is a challenge to each of us to allow God’s Word to produce a crop in our 
lives. It is only when we persevere that we can bear fruit for His kingdom. 

Encourage your group to value the quality of perseverance. Help them realize they can be 
fruitful in God’s kingdom, even while still a child, if they will hear and obey God’s Word and 
persevere in following Him. 


Unit Key Verse 

Let us learn together what is good. Job 34:4 
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Garbage In Garbage Out 

(5 minutes) 

Jessica and Andrea are standing talking toward one side of the center of the room. Two 
chairs sit in front of the computer opposite them. 

Andrea: I am so excited! Dad got us a new computer and I get to use it. 

Jessica: Wow! I wish I had one. 

Andrea: Dad says it will help our whole family, we just have to take turns with it. 

Jessica: Do you think I could work on it sometime? 

Andrea: Sure, Mom is showing me how to use it. Yesterday she helped me make some 
birthday cards for my cousins. We saved them on computer disks and we can print them out. 
Jessica: Would it be okay if I see them? 

Andrea (heading toward the computer with Jessica following): Sure! 

The girls seat themselves in front of the computer and Andrea picks up a computer disk 
from off the table. She inserts the disk into the computer and waits for the image to come up 
on the screen. 

Jessica: It’s not working! 

Andrea: Oh no! The disk is blank! We lost all those beautiful cards we made! 

Jessica: I wonder what happened? 

Andrea (removing the computer disk and looking at it with a sigh): We used a disk that 
was not formatted properly and the information didn’t copy. 

This computer disk is somewhat like the bad soil we will learn about in today’s lesson. 
Just as the information did not copy onto the improperly prepared disk, seeds planted in 
bad soil will not grow into fruitful plants. 


Items Needed 

• Computer or 
box decorated 
to look like a 
computer 

• Computer 
disk 

• Table for 
computer 

• Two chairs 

•Two 

volunteers to 
play Jessica 
and Andrea 


Giving Time 

(3 minutes) 

Allow the children to participate in a time of giving to the Lord. You might want them to 
give an offering or participate individually in a special ministry. 

Praise 

(10 minutes) 

Use the following suggested song from the Young Explorers Music CD: “Be A Light.” Add 
songs of your own choosing for leading the children in a time of praise. Lead in prayer for this 
week’s study. 


Items Needed 

• Young 
Explorers 
Music CD 
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Items Needed 

• Paper grocery 
sacks 

• Slips of 
paper— some 
with Bible 
commands 
printed on 
them and 
some with 
“imposter” 
commands 


•Tape 



• Chalk and 
chalkboard 

• Piece of 
imitation 
jewelry with a 
“diamond” in 
it 


Announcements And Skit 

(5 minutes) 

Give announcements and any guidelines you have for the children to follow during this 
time. Use the optional skit titled, “You Get What You Plant.” found on page 130. 

Imposter 

(7-10 minutes) 

Bible commands: Forgive others; love God with all your heart; attend God’s house; love 
everyone; etc. Imposter commands: Do not laugh in church, attend church every day; do not 
pray with your eyes open; sleep in and rest on Sunday; cleanliness is next to godliness; a 
stitch in time saves nine; a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush; etc. 

To be faithful to obey God’s Word, we need to know what it says. That’s why it is 
so important to read our Bibles every day and attend church as often as we can. Then 
we will keep learning about God and how to please Him. 

Print the word “Imposter” on the chalkboard. Let several children share their ideas of what 
an imposter is. Something or someone that is an imposter appears to be something it is 
not. Hold up the imitation jewelry. For example, the diamond in this jewelry is an 
imposter. It looks like a real diamond — it is clear, white, and sparkles — but it is not a 
real diamond. It is an imposter. 

People in this world sometimes tell us imposter ideas from the Bible. They might say 
the Bible says something it really does not. Sometimes people may say these untrue things 
because they just don’t know their Bibles very well. We need to know our Bibles well so 
we won’t be fooled by false commands. 

Print the heading “Bible” on one half of the chalkboard and the heading “Imposter” on the 
other half. Choose volunteers to come and draw a slip from the bag. Let each read his slip 
aloud to the group. (Assist the younger readers.) Let the group decide if the command is a 
command from the Bible, or an imposter — a rule or command not really in the Bible. After 
the group decides, allow the volunteer to tape the slip under the appropriate heading on the 
chalkboard. Continue until all the slips have been drawn and categorized. 
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(10 minutes) 

•Matthew 13:1-9,18-23; Mark 4:2-10,13-20; Luke 8:5-8, 1 1-15 
(Prior to the session, use seven medium-sized pieces of poster board for making visuals to 
use in the Bible lesson. On a transparency you will need to draw the sun, a bird, and a thorny 
plant. Use an overhead projector to project the three pictures onto separate pieces of poster- 
board and trace them with a thick marker. On the remaining four pieces of poster board print 
Path, Rocky Soil, Thorny Soil, and Good Soil.) 

Before the session, pull aside seven children and ask if they would like to help you with 
the Bible lesson. If so, assign them a part (Bird, Sun, Thorn, Path, Rocky Soil, Thorny Soil, 
and Good Soil) and give them an idea of their role. 

When you are ready to begin the lesson, have your seven actors come forward and give 
each his visual. Instruct them to keep their visuals turned around until it is time for their 
parts. When it is time for each participant, he is to hold up his visual for the group to see. 
Have those representing the four types of soil stand up front with you in a row in the order of 
the story. The three “problems” should stand off to the side with an adult helper who can 
help cue them. 


Items Needed 

• Bible 

• Seven poster 
board pictures 
or signs 

• Seven 
volunteers 

• Transparency 
sheet 

• Overhead 
projector 


1. The Parable Of The Sower 

Jesus told a story one day about a farmer who planted some seed. Farmers back 
then didn’t have big machines to plant the seeds; they had to do it by hand. As the 
farmer was throwing out the seed (act out “sowing” seed), it landed on many different 
kinds of soil, or dirt. 

(Stand next to the child who is the Path. Cue him to show his visual.) Some seed fell on 
a hard, dry dirt path that people walked on next to the field. The birds flew down and 
ate the seed on the path before it could take root and grow. (Birds are now to enter and 
lead Path off to the side.) 

(Stand next to Rocky Soil. Cue him to show visual.) Other seed fell on rocky soil, where 
there was not much dirt because of all the stones in it. The plants grew a little bit, but 
their roots couldn’t grow very deep because of the rocks. When the sun came out, the 
plants withered from the heat and they died. (Sun enters to lead Rocky Soil off to side.) 

(Stand next to Thorny Soil and cue him to show his visual.) Some of the farmer’s seed 
landed among thorns. The seeds sprouted and started to grow, but the thorns grew 
faster than the plants and crowded them out. (Thorn enters to lead Thorny Soil off to the 
side.) 
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(Stand next to Good Soil and have him show his visual.) Some of the farmer’s seed land- 
ed on good soil. This seed sprouted and grew and produced a big crop. 

(The actors may be seated after turning in their visuals.) 

2. The Seed And Soil 

Jesus’ disciples came and asked Him what the parable, or story, meant. Before I tell 
how Jesus explained the parable, who knows what the seed stands for in the para- 
ble ? (God’s Word) What does the soil stand for ? (various types of people) Who is the 
farmer? (God) 

3. The Path 

The hard, dry soil of the path is like the people who hear God’s Word, but do not 
accept it. Even though they hear about God, they choose not to believe in Him. Then 
Satan (like the birds in the parable) comes and steals the Word out of their hearts. They 
forget it. 

4. Rocky Soil 

The rocky soil is like the people who hear God’s Word and accept it, but don’t 
spend time developing their relationship with God. So even though they have accept- 
ed Jesus as their Savior, they have not taken the time to grow roots in their relation- 
ship with God through praying and reading the Bible. What happened to the plants in 
the rocky soil in the parable? (The sun came out and they withered and died.) When 
these people encounter difficult problems or are persecuted for serving Jesus, they get 
discouraged and quit living for and obeying God. If we want to go to heaven, we must 
spend time getting to know God. 

5. Thorny Soil 

The thorny soil is like a person who accepts God but lets his life get so full of other 
things that he has no time for God. He uses all his time doing schoolwork, chores, 
talking with friends, or having fun. Nothing is wrong with those things, but anything 
that keeps us from praying, reading our Bible, and living for God has too much of our 
time. Soon God is crowded out of our lives altogether. We must be careful not to let 
anything crowd out our time for God. 

6. Good Soil 

The seed that fell on good soil is like a person who hears God’s Word and obeys it. 
What are some ways we can be like the good soil? (prayer; reading the Bible; obeying 
the Bible; and listening to pastors, other church leaders, and Christian parents) We must try 
to know God better every day just as we try to know our good friends. Then we can 


LIFE'S CLASSROOM (Lessons From The Parables) Session 4: Do Your Homework 

© 2006 Gospel Publishing House, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802 
Permission to duplicate this page for classroom use only. 


serve Him faithfully. When we hear God’s Word from our teachers, our pastor, our 

►<§) parents, or even in songs, we must listen so we can know how to please 

God. We can be like the good soil if we’ll listen to God’s Word and obey it. 



Prayer 

(10 minutes) 

Which kind of soil are you? If you have never asked Jesus to come into your life, you 
can be like the good soil and do that today. (See page 8 for guidance.) 

Jesus, we want to be like the good soil. We want to hear and obey Your Word for the 
rest of our lives. Please help us to persevere when we have problems. Sometimes things 
can make us sad or scared. Help us be strong. Thank You for loving us and promising us 
the crown of life if we are faithful to You. 


Crowns Of Life 

(10 minutes) 

Prior to the session, cut six crowns from colored paper. Make them a simple 4- by 8-inch 
rectangle with four or five points on the top. Across each crown, print one of the following: 
Your dad loses his job; someone made fun of you when you told him about Jesus; you are fail- 
ing math; your school teacher says the Bible is just a storybook; your mom and dad are getting 
a divorce; your grandma died even though you had prayed for God to heal her. 

I hope each of you has been challenged today to listen to and obey God’s Word for 
the rest of your lives. It won’t always be easy; in fact, sometimes it will be very diffi- 
cult. But if you are faithful to God, He will reward you. Our key verse today tells us, 
“Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life” 
(Revelation 2:10). Can you say it with me? Have the group recite the verse with you while 
pointing to the words on the transparency or chalkboard. In this verse God tells us to be 
faithful until when? (the point of death) If we are faithful to obey God all our lives, He 
will reward us with the crown of life— we will live in heaven with Him forever. Have 
the group say the verse with you a few more times. Then remove the verse. 

Choose six volunteers. I am giving each of these volunteers a paper crown with a 
problem or a temptation on it. These are examples of things that could happen in our 
lives and, if we allow them to, could stop the growth of God’s Word in our hearts. But 
if we keep living for God in these situations, we will receive from Him the crown of 
life. Give a crown to each volunteer, one at a time. Have him read the situation to the group. 


Items Needed 

• Bible key 
verse on 
transparency 


or chalkboard 
• Six paper 
crowns with 
a trial or 
temptation 
printed on 
each 
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(You will need to assist the beginning readers.) After each volunteer reads his situation, have 
the group say the key verse together. 

Encourage the children to always be faithful to obey God! 



Items Needed 

• Chalkboard 

• Chalk 



Simon Says 

(7-10 minutes) 

Play “Simon Says” for a few minutes. Set a time limit that will end the game without 
everyone’s being eliminated. When time is up, print on the chalkboard the three categories of 
players: those who got out at the beginning, those who got out during the rest of the game, 
and those who were still standing at the end. 

People’s responses to God’s Word are similar to these categories from “Simon 
Says.” During the game, some children got out right away. They heard my voice, but 
they weren’t paying attention or didn’t understand what they heard so they didn’t 
obey. Some people are like this first group with God’s Word. They hear the Word of 
God, but they don’t listen carefully and obey it. 

The second group of players did what I said for a while, but not for the whole 
game. Some people are like that with spiritual things. They obey God’s Word for a 
time, but then they turn away from God because of bad things that happen in their 
lives or because they give in to temptations that come. They stop trying to obey or 
please God. 

*® The third group listened and obeyed my words the entire time. They per- 
severed and worked hard to stay in the game. That’s like people who listen to and 
obey God’s Word their entire lives. They don’t stop obeying God when they’re tempt- 
ed to do wrong or when bad things happen in their lives. They persevere, or follow 
through, on their decision to live for God. 

Maybe you have accepted God into your life, but you feel like sleeping in on 
Sundays or doing and saying the things others at school do. Don’t give in to tempta- 
tion! Make up your mind today to obey God — then obey Him! Heaven will be your 
reward. 


Serving God No Matter What 

(5 minutes) 

During the Bible lesson we learned that people might quit living for God. Can you 
recall some reasons they might stop? (Problems, persecution for serving Jesus, or too busy 
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with other activities.) One example might be if someone’s parents were getting a 
divorce. This person might choose to be mad at God and blame God for his parents’ 
divorce. He might stop attending church and praying and reading His Bible. What 
should he do instead in this situation to keep living for God ? (Allow several children to 
respond.) Let’s keep living for God no matter what situations we face. 


Activity Sheets 

(10 minutes) 

See “How to Use Young Explorers” for suggestions on how to use Activity Sheets. 

“Growing Plant” “A Maze in Perseverance” “Perseverance Situations” 

Session 4. Sheet 1 Session 4. Sheet 2 Session 4. Sheet 3 




Larger copies of the answer sheets are provided on page 158. 


Items Needed 

• Pencils, mark- 
ers, crayons 

• Copies of 
Activity 
Sheets 4-1 to 

4-3 
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SESSION 5 

The Troublemaker 

THE WEEDS 


Bible Text 

Matthew 13:24-30,36-43; Romans 13:12; 2 Peter 3:9 

Session Key Verse 

Do not fret because. ..of those who do wrong. Psalm 37:1 

Session Goals 

Today each child will — 

*® learn that one day God will separate Christians and sinners and will judge the wicked 

*® want to serve God 

H as your heart ever cried, “Why, God, why?” after hearing of a terrible tragedy brought 
about by evil men? Sometimes it is hard for us to understand why God allows evil to 
remain in the world and why He delays in punishing the wicked. 

Though we will never answer all “Why?” questions, we can focus on what God says about 
this matter. Evil is in the world because God has given us a free will and some people choose 
to do wrong. God is patient and merciful, giving the wicked time to repent, “not wanting any- 
one to perish, but everyone to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). God’s Word tells us a day 
of judgment will come and the wicked will receive eternal punishment. 

Children have a difficult time accepting that the evil in this world seems to go unpunished. 
Pray that the Holy Spirit will help the children understand why God delays punishing the 
wicked. Challenge the children to evaluate their own spiritual lives to make sure they are 
children of God and not weeds among the wheat. 


Unit Key Verse 

Let us learn together what is good. Job 34:4 
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Weeds! 

(5-10 minutes) 

Select two volunteers to come to the front of the room. Tape a square labeled “wheat” on 
one and a square labeled “weeds” on another. Mix up the rest of the squares and lay them 
facedown on the table. 

Instruct the remaining children to select a square and go stand beside the child with the 
corresponding label. Then ask the children what two groups they have formed. Allow time for 
response. 

As you see, you have been divided into two groups, the “wheat” and the “weeds.” In 
today’s lesson we will learn how “wheat” and “weeds” grow together but will be separat- 
ed during the harvest. 


Items Needed 

• 2-inch 
squares of 
gold-colored 
construction 
paper (half 
labeled 
“wheat” and 
the other half 
“weed”)— 
one for each 
child 


Giving Time 

(3 minutes) 

Allow the children to participate in a time of giving to the Lord. You might want them to 
give an offering or participate individually in a special ministry. 


Praise 

(10 minutes) 

Use the following suggested song from the Young Explorers Music CD: “Ready Or Not.” 
Add songs of your own choosing for leading the children in a time of praise. Lead in prayer 
for this week’s study. 


Items Needed 

• Young 
Explorers 
Music CD 



Announcements And Skit 

(5 minutes) 

Give announcements and any guidelines you have for the children to follow during this 
time. Use the optional skit titled, “Separated.” found on page 131. 
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Items Needed 

• Clear quart 
jar half full of 
water (labeled 
“Time”) 

• Two clear 
cups (one half 
full of water, 
the other half 
full of clear 
liquid soap) 

• Table 

Items Needed 

• Popcorn, 
Popcorn 
popper 

• Trash can 
•Bowl 

• Paper or 
Styrofoam® 
cups for your 
group 

• Table 
(Depending 
on the popper, 
you may also 
need oil, 
extension 
cord, etc.) 


Items Needed 

•8/2- by 11- 
inch pieces of 
cardstock 
• Markers 
•Five 
volunteers 
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Time Will Tell 

(5 minutes) 

Hold up the small containers of water and soap. Let the children see that both look the 
same. Explain that time (pointing to label on the larger container) will tell which is water and 
which is something else. Pour the contents of the small container of water into the larger one 
and stir. The appearance does not change. Then pour the soap into it and stir. 

The soap and water are somewhat like people. Sometimes they look alike, but as 
today’s lesson will tell us, time will reveal their true character. 

Patience And Popcorn 

(10 minutes) 

Pour the popcorn kernels into the popping machine. Add extra so not all can be popped. I 

don’t want to waste any of the popcorn. I hope most of it pops because I love pop- 
corn and I’d hate for any kernels to be wasted. Whatever doesn’t pop has to be 
thrown into the garbage. When most of the corn has popped, be very attentive to it. This 
should be about ready, but I really don’t want to waste any of the popcorn so I’ll wait 
just a minute more. When it is done, pour the popcorn into a bowl. Then put the unpopped 
kernels into the trash. It’s a shame that any was wasted, but I waited as long as I could. 

Have a child read 2 Peter 3:9 to the group. When we see people doing evil things and 
causing problems for us and others, it is hard to understand why God doesn’t put a 
stop to their actions right now. God is waiting much like I waited for the popcorn. I 
waited until just the right time so that as much of the popcorn as possible could be 
saved from the trash without ruining the rest. God is waiting for just the right time so 
as many people as possible can accept His salvation and be saved from punishment 
forever. He loves everyone and He doesn’t want anyone to have to be punished forev- 
er, just as I didn’t want any of the popcorn to be thrown into the trash. God is waiting 
as long as He can, but the time will come when He can wait no longer. Using the cups, 
share the popcorn with the group while it is warm. (If your group is large, you may want to 
pop more popcorn ahead of time.) 



(10 minutes) 

•Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 

(Before the session, prepare signs for the characters. Pictures go on the front, the words on 
the back. The signs will be as follows. 
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Owner: front— the upper half of a stick man holding a bag labeled “seed”; back “Son of 
Man.” 

Enemy: front — the upper half of a stick man with an angry face holding a bag labeled 
“weeds”; back— “devil.” 

Wheat: front— a picture of a head of wheat grain; back-“Christians.” 

Weeds: front — ragged-looking plant; back— “Non-Christians.” 

Servant: front— upper half of a stick man wearing a robe and lines going out around him to 
indicate light; back — “Angels.” 

Pick five children to role-play and give them their signs. Instruct them as to which charac- 
ters they are, where the field will be, and to hold the signs so the group can see the pictures. 
If possible, have a worker with a copy of the script to cue the performers.) 

1. The Parable Of The Weeds 

We have been learning about the different things Jesus compared the kingdom of 
heaven to so we can better understand it. Who remembers what heaven was com- 
pared to last week? (Briefly review the Parable Of The Sower.) In the parable today, Jesus 
again compares the kingdom of heaven to seeds being planted. 

Jesus said the kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed or planted good seed in 
his field. (Owner walks through field, throwing seed. The wheat follows him, then sits down 
on the floor.) While everyone was sleeping, an enemy of the field owner came and 
threw seed for weeds in the field. (Enemy goes through field throwing seed. The weed fol- 
lows and sits down.) As the wheat sprouted and grew (wheat stands up), the weeds also 
began to grow (weed stands up). 

Then the owner’s servants came to him (servant goes to corner) and said, “Sir, didn’t 
you plant good seed in your field? Where did these weeds come from?” “An enemy 
did this,” the owner replied. “So do you want us to go pull up the weeds?” the ser- 
vants asked. “No,” the owner answered. “While you are pulling the weeds, you might 
pull up the wheat along with them. Let the weeds and wheat both grow together until 
harvest time. When harvest time comes, I will tell the harvesters, ‘Collect the weeds 
and tie them in bundles to be burned. Then gather the wheat and put it in my barn.’” 

2. Identities Revealed 

The disciples came to Jesus privately and asked Him the meaning of this parable. 
This is how He explained it to them. The owner who sowed the good seed is the Son 
of Man (or Jesus) (owner flips card to back side) The field is the world, and the good 
seed (wheat flips card) stands for Christians. The enemy (enemy flips card) who sows the 
weeds is the devil. The harvest time is when Jesus returns to earth. The servants (ser- 
vant flips card) are the angels. 
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3. We Must Live Together 

If you are a Christian, you are like the wheat in this parable. Those who do not 
believe in Jesus are the weeds. For now the Christians and the non-Christians, the 
wheat and the weeds, have to live together in this world. We must live together 
because God is waiting for as many people as possible to be saved. 

4. Eternal Rewards 

Jesus explained that just as weeds are pulled up from a field and burned 
in the fire, so at the right time the angels will gather all those who do evil and throw 
them into a fire of great torment, or hell. The wicked will be punished for all the evil 
they have done. But the people who serve God will “shine like the sun” and live with 
God forever (verse 43). 

5. Our Response 

Hell is a terrible place, but Jesus made a way for us to be free from the punishment 
for our sins so we could live forever with Him in heaven. He doesn’t want anyone to 
be punished. If you have not accepted Jesus as your Savior, He is still waiting for you. 
Don’t be like the unpopped corn or the weeds. Make sure you will be in heaven with 
Jesus by being sorry for your sins and asking Him to forgive you. Then live for Him 
every day. 



Prayer 

(10 minutes) 

If you have not accepted Jesus as your Savior, you are like the unpopped corn or the 
weeds among the wheat. Would you like to let Jesus come into your life and change you 
today so you won’t be cast away like the weeds? (See page 8 for guidance.) Admit you are a 
sinner, believe in Jesus as your Savior, and ask Him to forgive your sin. Pray with any who 
want to receive Jesus. 

If you have asked Jesus to be your Savior, are you ready for His return? Take a moment 
to ask God to help you obey Him each day and to ask Him to forgive you if you have not 
been obeying Him as you should. 
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Jig-Saw Key Verse Relay 

(10-15 minutes) 

Write the session key verse on two pieces of large poster board, then turn the boards over 
and cut them into jigsaw puzzle pieces. You may want to make more than two puzzles if you 
have a large group. 

Divide your group into teams one for each puzzle you made, for a relay race. Place the puz- 
zles on the floor at one end of the room, with the teams lined up at the other end of the 
room. 

Before beginning the race, repeat the verse aloud as a group. Then begin the race, having a 
player from each team run down, put the pieces together and then run back to tag the next 
player. Appoint helpers to break up the puzzle pieces after each player completes the puzzle. 
To shorten the relay, send two players together to work the puzzle. 


Items Needed 

• Poster board 

• Scissors 

• Marker 



CLOSING ACTIVITIES 


Too Late 

(5 minutes) 

(Mark is lying on the chairs as if sleeping. After Mark snores for a little while, a voice calls 
from offstage.) 

Mother: Mark, time to get up! 

Mark: (groans) Oh, I’m so tired, but I need to get up. Today is the class field trip. (He rolls 
over and snores again. Shakes self. Sits up, still holding pillow.) Alright, I’m up. I need to get 
ready. I need to take a shower. I need to get dressed. (Closes eyes while sitting up. Slumps 
back onto bed.) I really should get up. (Puts pillow over head for a few seconds. Then uncov- 
ers his head.) I’m going to miss my ride if I don’t get up. Morning shouldn’t come so early in 
the day! 

Mother: Mark, you missed your ride! 

Mark: (Sits up suddenly. Grabs head.) Oh, no! I knew I should get up! Why didn’t I? Now 
I’ve missed the trip! (Lies down with face in pillow until discussion is done.) 

Have a child read Romans 13:12 aloud to the group. The day is almost here when Jesus 
will come back to take to heaven those who are living for Him. This verse tells us that 
because the time of waiting for Jesus’ return is almost over, we are to put aside the 
“deeds of darkness” and put on the “armor of light.” What are “deeds of darkness”? 
(Allow children to name some sins.) Deeds of darkness are anything we do that God has 
said not to do. What is the “armor of light”? (Allow responses.) It is being obedient to 


Items Needed 

• Two actors 

• Robe 

• Two or three 
chairs to 
make a bed 

• Pillow 
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Items Needed 

• List of 
scenarios 

• Table 

• Two men’s 
dress shirts 


Items Needed 

• Two sets of 
“sin” sheets 
(crumple one 


set ahead of 
time) 

• A list of ses- 
sion review 
question 

• Masking tape 

• A trash can 


God. Obeying God is a protection or armor for us. Have the group name several ways 
they can obey God. The Bible tells us we need to stop doing wrong and do the things 
that please God. Then we are protected from the punishment that will come to those 
who disobey God. 

Can you recall from the skit things Mark said he needed to do? Mark needed to get 
up, get showered, and get dressed. Even though Mark knew what he needed to do, 
he just kept sleeping and missed his ride. Sometimes we may be like Mark. If we get 
lazy and don’t do the things we know God wants us to, we could miss out on heaven. 

Button-Up Race 

(10 minutes) 

Form two teams. Lay the shirts on a table opposite the teams. Tell the children that a mem- 
ber from each team will race to the table, put a shirt on, and button it all the way up. The 
first one to finish buttoning gets a chance to respond to a situation. If he responds correctly, 
he will gain five points for his team. Explain that the player will be given a choice someone 
makes and must tell whether the eternal results of that choice would be choosing to be wheat 
or weeds. 

Possible scenarios are: 

1 . Justin decides to read his Bible and pray every day. (choosing to be wheat) 

2. Ashley decides to sleep in late on Sundays and miss church, (choosing to be a weed) 

3. Latisha decides to cheat on her math test, (choosing to be a weed) 

4. Andre chooses to never lie, even if lying would keep him from getting into trouble. 
(choosing to be wheat) 

5. Candy decides she will obey God even if her friends tease her. (choosing to be wheat) 


Toss It Out 

(8-10 minutes) 

Write each of the following words on two pieces of paper: Lying, Swearing, Disobeying, 
Complaining, Hating. 

To be ready for Jesus’ return, you are to “put on the armor of light” by getting rid 
of any sin in your life. When you realize you have a sin in your life such as lying (hold 
up “Lying” sheet), you must get rid of that sin (crumple the paper) by asking God to for- 
give you and deciding not to do the sin again. If you find swearing (hold up “Swearing” 
sheet), you must get rid of it (crumple). If you find disobeying, complaining, or hating 
(crumple each sheet), you must get rid of them. 

Prior to the session, use tape to make a line on the floor about 6 feet from the front wall. 
Place a small trash can at the wall. Divide the group into two teams. Give each team one set 
of crumpled “sins.” Alternating teams, ask a review question. If a player answers correctly, he 
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has one try to get rid of one of his team’s sins by tossing it into the trash can. If he answers 
incorrectly, the other team may answer for a toss before hearing their next question. The win- 
ning team is the one that gets rid of all their sins first. 

Activity Sheets 

(10 minutes) 

See “How to Use Young Explorers” for suggestions on how to use Activity Sheets. 


“Do Not Fret” 
Session 5. Sheet 1 


“Where Are You Headed” 
Session 5. Sheet 2 


“Can You Help Yoshino?” 
Session 5. Sheet 3 





Larger copies of the answer sheets are provided on page 159. 


Items Needed 

• Pencils, mark- 
ers, crayons 

• Copies of 
Activity 
Sheets 5-1 to 

5-3 
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SESSION 6 

Choices We Me 

RICH MAN AND LAZARUS 


Bible Text 

Luke 16:19-31 

Session Key Verse 

I have set before you life and death... choose life. Deuteronomy 30:19 

Session Goals 

Today each child will — 

►<§) learn the decision he makes now affects where he will spend eternity 

*® explore how he can make these choices wisely 

■ ooking back over one’s childhood, it is easy to see choices that were turning points in life, 

■ either in good or bad directions. Most people especially recall the difficulty of making good 
Wchoices when trying to determine God’s will for their lives. Learning to make wise choices 

is a valuable asset for a successful and happy life. Many of the choices made as children affect 
this life and our eternal destiny as well. 

Though in retrospect it is easy to see the importance of our 
choices, it is not so easy for children to recognize that impor- 
tance. Pray this week that the children will grasp the necessity of 
making wise choices concerning those things that will affect them 
forever, such as whether or not to live for God. If the children 
learn at a young age to seek God’s wisdom and ask for godly coun- 
sel before making decisions, they will be spared much sorrow 
later in life. 

Be sure to provide an opportunity each week for the children 
to make the most important choice of all — to accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 



Unit Key Verse 

Let us learn together what is good. Job 34:4 
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Three Tricks Or Three Treats 

(8-10 minutes) 

Place a bite-size candy bar under one of three upside down cups on a table in front of the 
children. Place “tricks” under the other cups. (Here are a few examples of “tricks”: Choose 
someone in the room to sing “Happy Birthday”, Lead a cheer for your favorite sports team, 
Recite “Mary Had a Little Lamb”, Sing a lullaby to the Children’s Church director, Say a 
tongue twister (choose one) really fast five times.) Ask a volunteer to come up and move the 
cups around. Ask another volunteer to choose a cup to lift. If the volunteer chooses a “trick” 
cup, he must perform that trick. If he chooses a “treat” cup, he keeps the candy bar. 

Today we want to talk about the choices we make. Ask the volunteers “How did it feel 
before you chose a cup? Were you nervous?” 

Giving Time 

(3 minutes) 

Allow the children to participate in a time of giving to the Lord. You might want them to 
give an offering or participate individually in a special ministry. 

Praise 

(10 minutes) 

Use the following suggested song from the Young Explorers Music CD: “Let My Life Be A 
Light.” Add songs of your own choosing for leading the children in a time of praise. Lead in 
prayer for this week’s study. 


Items Needed 

• Three 
Styrofoam® 
cups 

•An 

assortment 
of bite-size 
candy bars 

• Several 
“tricks” listed 
on separate 
pieces of 
paper 

• Several 
volunteers 


Items Needed 

• Young 
Explorers 
Music CD 



Announcements And Skit 

(5 minutes) 

Give announcements and any guidelines you have for the children to follow during this 
time. Use the optional skit titled, “Consequences.” found on page 132. 
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Items Needed 

• Marker board 
and marker 
or chalkboard 
and chalk 

•Tape 

• Four slips 
of paper 
numbered 1-4 

•Four 

volunteers 


Items Needed 

• Bible 

• Magazine pic- 
tures— one of 
the inside of a 
mansion, one 
of a homeless 
person 


Eternal Effects 

(10 minutes) 

Select four volunteers. (Be sure two of them will not be embarrassed by being used as pre- 
tend “bad examples.”) Tell the group you are going to pretend that these children made cer- 
tain choices. Tape one of the numbers on each child. 

The choices we make in our daily lives often seem unimportant. (Write on the board 
“Toward God’s Best” and beside it write “Away From God’s Best.”) Yet the choices we make 
each day are like choosing which road to take. Any road we take affects where we end up, 
just as the choices we make affect where we end up in eternity. We can discover this from 
the pretend choices these children made. 

(After reading each child’s future, have him go to the board and make a check under the appro- 
priate heading.) 

Choices: Person #1 chose to join a soccer team that plays on Sunday morning. Person 
#2 gave in last Friday to pressure to do his friend’s history assignment for him. Person #3 
chose to drop one of his after-school activities so he could join the Bible Quiz team. Person 
#4 chose not to go to a party last week after hearing that no adults would be present. 

Even though these choices would seem to affect people only for a little while, let’s look 
into the future to see how these choices could affect them forever. 

Futures: Person #1, who chose to play soccer on Sundays, missed the teaching and sup- 
port the church gave that would help him keep a good relationship with God. Person #2, 
who gave in to pressure to do his friend’s history assignment, developed a careless attitude 
toward sin. Giving into sin became easier for him. Person #3, who dropped the after-school 
activity to join Bible Quiz, memorized many verses in the Bible and became a strong 
Christian. Person #4, who chose not to attend a rowdy party, avoided being tempted to 
become disrespectful to authority. He kept a good relationship with God. 

The choices these children pretended to make affected their lives here on earth and 
where they would live in eternity. Let’s determine now to make wise choices because they 
will affect our futures. 



(10 minutes) 

•Luke 16:19-31 

How many of you have ever seen the inside of a mansion ? (Show the picture of the 
interior of a mansion.) Here’s a picture of the inside of a mansion. Mansions are large 
and fancy with expensive decorations. Imagine what it would be like to wake up one 
morning and be living in a place like this. Awesome! 
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How many of you have ever seen a homeless person? (Show the picture of a homeless 
person.) It’s a little scary and very sad to see someone living like this. Many homeless 
people have to sleep outside even when the weather is bad and they do not have 
enough food to eat. It’s so sad that anyone has to be homeless. Imagine how terrible 
it must be to not have a home. 

1 . A Rich Man And A Poor Man 

During Jesus’ time on earth, there were very rich people and very poor people just 
as there are today. One day Jesus told a story about a rich man and a poor man. He 
said the rich man wore fancy clothes and lived in luxury. He feasted every day. That 
didn’t just mean he had a lot of food. It meant he had no cares or worries. He had so 
much money he probably didn’t even have to work. Around his mansion was a fence 
with a gate at the entrance. Back then fences and gates were only around cities or 
huge palaces, so this man must have been really rich! 

Outside the gate of the rich man’s mansion sat a beggar named Lazarus. He was 
poor, he was sick, and he was covered with sores. Lazarus didn’t have any money for 
food. He was glad to eat the scraps he may have gotten from the rich man’s table. 

2. Eternal Results Of Choices 

Even though Lazarus had nothing nice in this world and his life was very hard, he 
was rich spiritually. He loved and obeyed God. So when he died the angels carried 
Lazarus to heaven. 

About the same time as Lazarus died, the rich man also died. He had not loved and 
obeyed God, so he was sent to hell. In hell the rich man could somehow see Lazarus 
in heaven. Standing next to Lazarus was Abraham. Who can tell me something they 
remember about Abraham? (Allow responses.) 

The rich man called out to Abraham, “Have mercy on me and send Lazarus to get 
some water for me, for I am suffering in this fire” (verse 24). The rich man never 
cared about or helped when Lazarus was suffering on earth. Now the rich man want- 
ed Lazarus to help make his suffering less. 

Abraham told the rich man, “Remember that in your lifetime you received your 
good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is being comforted and 
you are in agony. And besides all this, there is a great chasm has been fixed so that 
those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there 
to us.” (verses 25,26). 

During his life, the rich man chose to live selfishly and give little to the poor. He 
also chose to ignore God. Now the rich man had to suffer the results of his choices. 
The choice the rich man made to live for himself instead of for God was permanent; 
his suffering could never end. 
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Lazarus chose to serve God during his lifetime; now his happiness in heaven would 
never, ever end. 

3. The Bible Helps Us 

The rich man then said to Abraham, “I beg you to send Lazarus to my brothers and 
warn them to change so they won’t end up in this horrible place of torment” (verses 
27,28). Abraham answered the rich man, “They have warnings from Moses and the 
prophets in God’s Word; let them listen to them” (verse 29). 

What do you think Abraham meant when he said for them to listen to Moses and 
the prophets? (Allow responses.) Abraham meant for them to read the part of the Bible 
that Moses and the prophets wrote — the Old Testament. Abraham meant that people 
can make the wise choice to serve God just by listening to what the Bible says. 

“But if someone from the dead goes and talks to my brothers, they will then repent 
of their sins,” the rich man argued (verse 30). 

Abraham replied, “If they do not listen to what Moses and the prophets say, they 
will not decide to live for God even if someone rises from the dead” (verse 31). 

Most of us would think anyone would believe someone who came back from the 
dead. But, someone who has hardened his heart against what the Bible says will not 
believe the truth even if someone rose from the dead and told it to them. Abraham’s 
words to the rich man make it clear that we need to read and obey the Bible so we 
can make wise choices in our lives. 

We can learn two things from the rich man and Lazarus. First, the choices we make 
in this life are very important because they determine where we spend eternity. 
Second, everything a person needs to make wise choices is in the Bible. If we will 
take the time to learn what the Bible says, we will know how to make good choices. 
Other Christian people can also be very helpful when we are making choices. But the 
Bible is our most important guide for making wise choices for eternity. That’s what 
Abraham told the rich man. 

4. Make Your Choice 

— ►(§) People today are facing the same choice. Many choose not to live for God. 
If you have not accepted Jesus into your life, you can make that choice now. Just 
admit you are a sinner, believe Jesus died for your sins and rose again, tell Him you 
are sorry for your sin and ask Him to forgive you. You will make a wise decision. 
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Prayer 

(10 minutes) 

“I have set before you life and death...choose life” (Deuteronomy 30:19). Choosing life 
begins with accepting Jesus as Savior. If you have not done that yet, you can choose to do it 
now. It is a good and wise choice that will change your life. Raise your hand if you want 
me to pray with you. Pray individually with these children. (See page 8 for guidance.) 

Close the prayer time. Thank You, God, for Your gift of eternal life. Help the children 
make good decisions as they are careful to read the Bible and pray daily, and to seek 
advice from godly people when they need it. Help them to make good choices in spite of 
pressures they may face from their friends. Thank You for helping us to choose life by 
obeying You. 


Choice Of Life 

(10 minutes) 

Today we have learned the importance of making right choices. Our choices affect 
our lives now and forever. They affect whether we will receive eternal life or whether 
we will receive eternal punishment, which God calls eternal death. Our key verse 
tells us what God wants us to choose. (Display transparency or point to chalkboard). “I 
have set before you life and death... choose life,” Deuteronomy 30:19. (The group repeats 

►<§) the verse a few times.) This verse means that we choose to serve God. He 

wants us to choose to serve Him so we can have eternal life. 

I am going to make some choices. I choose everyone with brown eyes to stand and 
say the verse. Everyone wearing red, in 3rd grade, with blond hair, with blue eyes, etc., can 
be other choices for saying the verse. 


Items Needed 

• Bible 

• Key verse 
printed on a 
transparency 
or chalk- 
board 



Laundry Instructions 

(5 minutes) 

Hold up the shirt. We can learn from this shirt about ways to make good decisions. 
In doing laundry we should never wash white clothes with dark-colored clothes. 


Items Needed 

• White shirt 
with a dark 
dye faded on 
it 
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Items Needed 

• Bibles and a 
list of verses 
on choices 
that lead to 
eternal life 


Items Needed 

• Chalk 

• Chalkboard 


That’s what someone did to this shirt. Now this shirt is ruined because the color from 
the dark clothes has bled onto it. 

There are several ways a person could have found out how to correctly wash this 
shirt. Show the shirt’s tag. First, you could read the instructions on the shirt. Read them 
to the group. When we need to make a decision in life, we should read the instructions 
for life. Where do we find them? Allow responses until someone says “the Bible.” 

Another way to help you decide how to wash the shirt is to call a home tips help 
line. They would tell you how to correctly wash the shirt. For choices in life you 
could call a “life tips” help line — talk to God in prayer. Through prayer God can give 
us direction for our choices. 

Another suggestion for deciding how to wash the shirt is to ask your mother or 
another person who often does laundry for advice on how to wash it. When we need 
to make a good decision in life, we can get advice from people who know God and 
His Word, such as Christian parents, Christian teachers, pastors, and other mature 
Christians. Whatever advice they give must also agree with what the Bible says. 

Sword Drill 

(5 minutes) 

►(§) Since we know we need to make choices that lead to life— eternal life in heav- 
en— and we know that the Bible is the guidebook on how to make those choices, we’re 
going to see what the Bible says about some choices we can make that lead to eternal life. 

Comment on each verse after it has been read to explain terms or meaning. Remind the 
children of the rules for the drill. Encourage them to listen closely as the verses are read and 
discussed because they will be used in the next game. Verses to use are as follows: 

1 . Joshua 24:15 (choose to serve God) 

2. Revelation 2:7 (choose to overcome — trials and sin) 

3. James 1:12 (choose to persevere under trial— during hard times) 

4. John 7:1 7 (choose to do God’s will) 

5. Proverbs 16:16 (choose wisdom and understanding) 

6. Luke 21:19 (choose to “stand firm”— be faithful to God) 

7. Galatians 6:8 (choose to please the Spirit of God) 

Thumbs-Up 

(5-10 minutes) 

Divide the group into teams. Alternate between teams, making the following statements. 
The children on each team will take turns agreeing by a “thumbs-up” sign or disagreeing by a 
“thumbs-down” sign. If the child answers correctly, his team gets five points. If he can then 
say the key verse, his team gets 5 more points. The team with the most points when the 
game ends is the winner. 
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1 . Choosing to serve God leads to life, (thumbs up) 

2. Christians can choose to do God’s will, (thumbs up) 

3. We cannot overcome sin. (thumbs down) 

4. When we have problems, we can choose to keep living for God. (thumbs up) 

5. Christians are forced to obey God. (thumbs down) 

6. A choice that leads to life is prayer, (thumbs up) 

7. We can overcome sin by choosing not to do it. (thumbs up) 

8. God wants us to choose death, (thumbs down) 

9. We can choose to obey God. (thumbs up) 

10. Being kind is not a choice, (thumbs down) 

(Add others of your own for your group.) 


What If? 

(8-10 minutes) 

Name a person and his choice from the list. What might have happened if this person 
had made a different choice? As the children discuss the effects, reinforce how making 
good choices is very important. 

Possible choices to discuss are: Noah choosing to build the ark, Moses choosing to lead the 
Israelites, Daniel choosing to continue praying to God, the disciples choosing to follow Jesus, 
Jes us’ choosin g to die on the cross. 


Items Needed 

• List of Bible 
characters 
who made 
important 
choices 


Activity Sheets 

(10 minutes) 

See “How to Use Young Explorers” for suggestions on how to use Activity Sheets. 


“Choosing A Happy Place” 
Session 6. Sheet 1 


“What Choice To Make?” 
Session 6. Sheet 2 


“How To Choose Life” 
Session 6. Sheet 3 
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Larger copies of the answer sheets are provided on page 159. 


Items Needed 

• Pencils, mark- 
ers, crayons 

• Copies of 
Activity 
Sheets 6-1 to 

6-3 
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SESSION 7 

Coming M Home 

THE PRODIGAL SON 


Bible Text 

Luke 15:11-24 

Session Key Verse 

The Father himself loves you. John 16:27 

Session Goals 

Today each child will — 

*® learn that our Heavenly Father is always ready to forgive and take us back 

ask forgiveness for wrongs he has done 

ach of us is born with the need to be accepted and loved. During childhood, this need is 
^ felt even more strongly. Like the father in today’s parable, you can be an instrument of love 
■•and acceptance to the children in your group. Demonstrate your love and acceptance of 
each child through your words and actions. Offer praise, be willing to listen, and show an inter- 
est in the children’s lives outside of church. All these things will help your children know you 
love and accept them. This will help them be able to believe that God loves and accepts them. 
In some cases you may be the only adult who truly makes them feel loved and accepted. 

Remind the children that their parents don’t stop loving them when they disobey. Help 
them understand that when they do things that are not pleasing to God, He does not stop lov- 
ing them either. Even though God still loves them when they have done something wrong, 
they need to come to Him and ask for His forgiveness. When they are truly sorry for what 
they have done, He will forgive them and “welcome” them home. 


Unit Key Verse 

Let us learn together what is good. Job 34:4 
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Ayr' Jxplorer Orientation 

OPENING ACTIVITY AND PRAISE 


Bursting The Bubble 

(5 minutes) 

Ask for a volunteer who can blow bubbles well. Give him some bubble gum and send him 
out of the room (with an adult helper) to begin chewing the gum. Instruct the rest of the 
group that each time the volunteer blows a bubble and it pops, they are to shout out, “You 
blew it!” Call the volunteer back in and tell him he has one minute to blow the largest bubble 
possible. He is to continue blowing bubbles until the time is up. At the conclusion of the 
minute, ask the volunteer, How did you feel when everyone was shouting, “ You blew 
it!” at you? Thank the child for helping and allow him to be seated. 

Sometimes our lives are like this. We are doing our best to serve God, but occasion- 
ally we may give in to the temptation to sin. When we sin, there may be people we 
know who shout at us, “You blew it!” Satan is the one shouting the loudest when we 
sin. This is because Satan wants us to feel so badly and so discouraged that we feel 
we can’t come to God and ask for forgiveness. But we must remember, God DOES 
*T§) want to forgive us! If we come to Him and are truly sorry for something we 
did wrong, God will always forgive us. 


Items Needed 

• One or more 
pieces of bub 
ble gum 


Giving Time 

(3 minutes) 

Allow the children to participate in a time of giving to the Lord. You might want them to 
give an offering or participate individually in a special ministry. 


Praise 

(10 minutes) 

Use the following suggested song from the Young Explorers Music CD: “Attitude Of 
Gratitude” Add songs of your own choosing for leading the children in a time of praise. Lead 
in prayer for this week’s study. 


Items Needed 

• Young 
Explorers 
Music CD 
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Items Needed 

• Uninflated 
balloon 


Items Needed 

• Bible 

• Message on 
slip of paper 

• Transparency 
made from 
Overhead 

Master 3: 
Prodigal Son 

Scenes 

• Two sheets 
of paper 

• Overhead 
projector 

•Robe 

•Ring 

• Sandals 

60 



Announcements And Skit 

(5 minutes) 

Give announcements and any guidelines you have for the children to follow during this 
time. Use the optional skit titled, “Left Out.” found on page 133. 

Balloon Lesson 

(5 minutes) 

Hold up the balloon. This balloon represents a person. The air I blow into the balloon 
will stand for sins this person has committed. You may want to mention things to which 
your group will relate, putting more air in the balloon with each sin named. Inflate the bal- 
loon and hold the opening shut with your fingers. My fingers are holding the air inside 
the balloon just as we often hold inside us the guilt of doing wrong. 

**© A person who refuses to ask God’s forgiveness for his sins traps those sins 
inside himself. However, when he tells God he is sorry for the wrong things he has 
done and asks God’s forgiveness, God forgives him and the sin is released. Just as 
when I remove my fingers, the air will come out. Remove your fingers and allow the air 
to escape. 

God removes those sins from the person’s life just as the air was removed from the 
balloon when I moved my fingers. Remember the balloon when you feel weighted 
down with sin. God is waiting to help you. 



BIBLE LESSON 


(10 minutes) 

•Luke 15:11-24 

It’s easy to become dissatisfied with what you have and think things would be nicer 
in another place. That’s how one young man felt in this parable Jesus told. 

1 . He Was Bored At Home 

There was a wealthy man who had two sons. The younger son got tired of living at 
home. He wanted to get out and experience life on his own. Things surely would be 
better somewhere else, he told himself. So he asked for his share of the inheritance. 


LIFE'S CLASSROOM (Lessons From The Parables) Session l Coming Back Home 

© 2006 Gospel Publishing House, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802 
Permission to duplicate this page for classroom use only. 


Who knows what an inheritance is? (Allow responses.) An inheritance is money, land, 
or possessions that a father leaves to his family after he dies. The father in this story 
had two sons, so each son would inherit part of the father’s money. One son asked for 
his share of the inheritance before the death of his father. He did this so he would 
have money to leave home. 

(Show scene 1 of the Overhead Master 3: Prodigal Son Scenes. Use the sheets of paper to 
keep the other scenes covered.) The father granted the younger son’s request and divid- 
ed the inheritance. The father loved his son very much. He was not happy that his 
son was leaving home, but he let his son make his own decisions. 

2. Stuck With The Pigs 

After receiving the inheritance money, the son packed up all his things and left. He 
traveled and traveled, until he reached a far country. He wasn’t planning to ever 
return home. 

The son in this parable is often called “The Prodigal Son.” The word prodigal 
means “careless and wasteful.” That describes this son. He began spending his 
money foolishly on anything he wanted. The son did whatever he felt like doing. 

(Show scene 2.) While his money lasted, he had a great time. He had plenty of friends 
too. 

Then one day the son’s money had all been spent. Suddenly he had no place to 
stay and no food to eat. He also lost his friends because they had only liked him for 
his money. Besides being out of money and friends, the country where he was living 
was in a famine. What is a famine? (Allow responses.) A famine is a time when crops 
do not grow and there is very little food available. 

The son realized he would have to get a job somewhere or he would starve. Maybe 
he went to the city and tried to get a job. No one hired him. The only job he could 
find was feeding pigs. (Show scene 3.) This was a hot, dirty, uncomfortable job giving 
food to noisy, smelly pigs. This was not the life the son had in mind when he left his 
father’s home. This was not fun! 

The young man was really hungry. Even the food he was feeding to the pigs looked 
good to him. If the farmer had let him, the son would have eaten the pig’s food. He 
had sunk as low as he could go. He had no money, no food, and no friends. 

What do you suppose the son was thinking while he was caring for the pigs day 
after day? The son knew he had made a big mistake. Things were not so bad at home 
after all. The rules at home were for his own good. His family had good food to eat 
and a nice place to live. Even his father’s servants had decent food to eat. Here he 
was starving and wanting to eat pig’s food. He had blown it! 
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3. Dreaming Of Home 

Suddenly the young man wanted to go home. Maybe if he returned home, his 
father would hire him as a servant. The son knew he did not deserve his father’s love. 
He was ashamed of what he had done. What do you do when you feel you've hit the 
bottom? Maybe you think like this son. He thought he might be able to work for his 
father as a servant. The son left the pigpen and started the long trip home. 

4. Home Again 

When the son reached the far edge of father’s land, his father saw him coming. The 
father was so happy! He still loved his son even though he had done wrong. The 
father had eagerly watched and waited for his son to come home. The father ran to 
meet his son and hugged him. (Show scene 4.) 

What did the son say to his father? (Have someone read Luke 1 5:2 1 .) The son knew 
he had blown it. He was very sorry for the wrong he had done. He said he did not 
deserve to be his son any longer. 

How do you think the father responded? (Allow responses. Then have someone read 
Luke 15:22-24.) The father was thrilled to have his son home! (Select a child to come 
stand by you. Place the robe, ring, and sandals on the child.) The father gave his son a 
robe, a ring, and sandals. These were signs of honor and acceptance. The father made 
it clear to his son that he loved him, forgave him, and accepted him. He would live at 
home as a son, not a servant. Then the family had a big feast to celebrate the son’s 
return. (Allow the child to return to his seat.) 


5. Our Heavenly Father 

God’s love is like the father’s love in the parable. Our Heavenly Father loves us so much 
He wants us to return to Him so He can forgive us. He is always willing to forgive us and 
accept us back if we ask Him. 

We are like the son in the parable. We sometimes want to go our own way. We may 
do what pleases us instead of what pleases God. Our sin separates us from God like 
the son was separated from his father. 

Even though we may blow it sometimes, God loves us. He wants us to try again. 
Satan wants us to believe we might as well give up living for God, but that is not true. 

God is waiting with open arms for us to admit our sin, come back to Him, 
and receive forgiveness for our sins. Maybe you have never asked God to forgive your 
sins and become your Heavenly Father. He is waiting for you to come to Him. 
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Prayer 

(10 minutes) 

Do you feel like the son from today’s Bible lesson? Have you as a Christian done things 
you know displease God? If so, God still loves you and will forgive you if you are truly 
sorry for the wrong you have done and ask Jesus for forgiveness. Maybe you have never 
asked Jesus to come into your life. You can come to the Heavenly Father by admitting your 
sin, believing in Jesus, and asking Him to forgive you. Pray individually with those who 
respond. (See page 8 for guidance.) 

Close in prayer. Thank You, God, that You love us so much. Thank You for forgiving our 
sins and making our hearts clean. Amen. 


Eraser Relay 

(7-10 minutes) 

Prior to the start of the session, mark a line on the floor with masking tape about 1 5 feet 
from a wall. 

Let’s play a fun relay to practice the key verse. Say it with me a few times first. 
(Repeat the verse together a few times. Divide the group into two teams and have them line 
up behind the masking tape line. Give an eraser to the first person on each team.) You are to 

balance the eraser on the back of your hand (demonstrates), walk quickly to the wall 
without letting the eraser fall, say the key verse, and walk back to the next team 
member in your line. If the eraser falls off your hand, you must go back to the starting 
line or the wall, whichever was your last stop. The team that finishes first wins. 


Items Needed 

• Chalkboard 
erasers 

• Masking tape 

• Music cassette 
or CD 

• Tape or CD 
player 

• Bible 



Answer Bee 

(10 minutes) 

Divide the group into two teams and have them line up on opposite sides of the room. (If 
your group is large, choose about eight children for each team.) Ask review questions, alter- 
nating teams. Children who answer correctly remain standing. Continue until time is up. The 
team with the most members standing wins. 


Session l Coming BacV Home LIFE'S CLASSROOM (Lessons From The Parables) 

© 2006 Gospel Publishing House, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802 
Permission to duplicate this page for classroom use only. 



ft 


maw 



Some sample review questions: 

1. What did the younger son in the parable ask his father for? (his part of the inheritance) 

2. What did the son do with the money? (He spent the money foolishly until it was gone.) 

3. What kind of work did the son end up doing? (feeding pigs) 

4. When the son returned home, what did he say to his father? (I have sinned against you. 
I don ’t deserve to be your son.) 

5. How did the father react to his son’s return? (He was happy and hugged his son.) 

6. How is God like the father in the story? (He always forgives us when we repent and ask 
Him to.) 

7. What did Jesus do to make forgiveness possible for us? (He suffered and died on the 
cross.) 

8. How can we be forgiven when we do something wrong? (We can be truly sorry for our 
sin and ask Jesus to forgive us.) 


Items Needed 

• Unsharpened 
pencil 

• Children’s 
Christian 
music cassette 
or CD 

• Cassette or 
CD player 

Items Needed 

• Chalkboard 

• Chalk 


Pass The Pencil 

(5-10 minutes) 

Have the children stand in a circle. Begin to play the music. Have the children pass around 
the pencil. When the music stops (which should be after 10 to 20 seconds), the child holding 
the pencil should complete the following statement: “One thing I learned from the Parable of 
the Prodigal Son is .” Continue the activity as long as time and interest per- 

mit. 


Chalk Talk 

(5 minutes) 

Draw a large heart shape on the chalkboard or marker board. What are some wrong things 
people do? Print responses inside the heart shape. Each of us has sinned, although our 
sins may be different from the ones listed. Maybe you have argued with your parents 
or disobeyed them or lied or stolen. Sin stains our hearts. When God looks at a per- 
son’s heart who hasn’t repented and asked for forgiveness, He sees all the sin stains. 

But God sent His only Son to die in our place. He took the punishment so our sins 
can be erased. When we are truly sorry for our sin and ask Jesus to forgive us, God 
wipes away all the sin. Erase the words in the heart. When God forgives us He no 
longer sees the sin stains because He makes our hearts clean again. God 
loves us so much He is always willing to forgive us when we repent and ask for for- 
giveness. He waits for us to come to Him just as the Prodigal Son’s father waited for 
his son. 
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Secret Places 

(5 minutes) 

Prior to the session, tape the key verse word cards under six of the chairs. 

Write the key verse on the chalkboard or marker board and point to each word as the 
verse is repeated by the children several times. Then tell the group the key verse words are 
hidden somewhere in the room and they have one minute to find them. After a minute of 
searching, give this clue: The words were under you earlier. When the six children find 
them, have them bring the words to the board and arrange them in correct order. 

Welcome Home 

(5 minutes) 

Ask the children to pretend they are a relative or friend who has been invited to the prodi- 
gal son’s “welcome-home” party. Pass out crayons and art paper. Boys and girls, draw a pic- 
ture of something you as a guest might have given the prodigal son at his party. Give 
each child an opportunity to show his picture and tell what gift he had chosen to give. Allow 
the children to take their “gifts” home with them. 


Items Weeded 

• Six index 
cards with 


one word of 
the key verse 
written on 
each 

• Chalkboard 
and chalk 

Items Needed 

• Crayons and 
art paper 


Activity Sheets 

(10 minutes) 

See “How to Use Young Explorers” for suggestions on how to use Activity Sheets. 


“Around The Heart” 
Session 7. Sheet 1 


“Computer Message” 
Session 7. Sheet 2 


“Prodigal Maze” 
Session 7. Sheet 3 



COMPUTER MESSAGE 




Larger copies of the answer sheets are provided on page 160. 


Items Needed 

• Pencils, mark- 
ers, crayons 

• Copies of 
Activity 
Sheets 7-1 to 

7-3 
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SESSION 8 

Gifts To Use 

THE TALENTS 


Bible Text 

Matthew 25:14-30 

Session Key Verse 

Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might. Ecclesiastes 9:10 

Session Goals 

Today each child will — 

►<§) learn everything he has is a gift from God 

explore the special gifts he has and how he can use them for God’s glory 

H ave you ever compared yourself to a “hyper-gifted” person — one who seems to be talent- 
ed in every area? Did you feel sorry for yourself because you do not have the same gifts or 
don’t have as many? What was the result? You find yourself saying, “Poor me! I have no 
talents. How can I be used by God?” If you choose to embrace this attitude, you will become 
like the third servant in today’s parable and bury the one talent you did receive. 

God has given to each of us at least one special gift to use for 
Him. He expects us to be faithful with what He has entrusted to 
us. What matters to God is not the gift itself, but how we use that 
gift for Him. 

Assist the children in your group in finding and developing their 
abilities. Look for ways to use children in their specific areas of 
ability. If a child is gifted in art, ask him to help decorate a bulletin 
board. If a child is able to sing well, ask him to sing a special song 
for the group. Encourage the children to use their talents and abili- 
ties for the glory of God. 



Unit Key Verse 

Let us learn together what is good. Job 34:4 
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Ayr' Jxplorer Orientation 

OPENING ACTIVITY AND PRAISE 


Find Your Talent 

(5-10 minutes) 

Before class place the pieces of paper in various places around the room. Begin the class by 
telling the children that talents have been “hidden” around the room. (They should be easily 
found by the children). Ask the children to each find one talent and bring it to a leader who 
will pin the talent on him with one of the safety pins. (If time permits also print the child’s 
name on the “talent.”) 

Today’s lesson is about talents and what we can to do with them. 

Giving Time 

(3 minutes) 

Allow the children to participate in a time of giving to the Lord. You might want them to 
give an offering or participate individually in a special ministry. 

Praise 

(10 minutes) 

Use the following suggested song from the Young Explorers Music CD: “Ready Or Not.” 
Add songs of your own choosing for leading the children in a time of praise. Lead in prayer 
for this week’s study. 


Items Needed 


• Brick-shaped 
pieces of gold 
construction 


I 


paper with 
the word tal- 
ent written on 
each one 
(about half 
the size of a 
brick and at 
least one for 
each child 
including visi- 
tors) 

• Safety pins 



Items Needed 

• Young 
Explorers 
Music CD 


Announcements And Skit 

(5 minutes) 

Give announcements and any guidelines you have for the children to follow during this 
time. Use the optional skit titled, “Use What You Have.” found on page 134. 

Beautiful Leaves 

(5 minutes) 

Hold up some of the leaves. (Use real leaves if you are using this material in the fall and brilliant 
leaves are available, if not you can find colorful pictures in books or magazines. You may also sup- 
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Items Weeded 

• Leaves of var- 
ious colors, 
sizes, and 
shapes 



Items Needed 

• Bible 

• Transparency 
made from 
Overhead 

Master 4: 

Three 

Servants Grid 

• Transparency 
marker 

• Overhead 
projector 

• Chalkboard 
and chalk 
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plement this activity with various colors of leaves made from construction paper.) Aren’t the 
leaves beautiful? Some are deep purple and some are bright yellow. Others are flaming red 
as if they are on fire. Yet some trees remain gorgeous hues of green. This wonderful variety 
in color comes each year in many parts of our country. 

Just as there are differences in these leaves, so there are differences in people. God has 
given people different gifts. Hold up a leaf. This leaf could be a person who is good at 
singing. Hold up a different color leaf. This leaf could be a person who is good at showing 
kindness to others. Hold up another different leaf. This leaf could be a person who is skilled 
in sports. We need not be jealous of the abilities someone else has, because God has given 
us abilities that are just right for us. We can also develop abilities we want to have by prac- 
ticing and using the desires and abilities God does give us. When we each do our best to 
use our abilities for God, we look as beautiful to God as the many colors of leaves look to 
us. 



(10 minutes) 

•Matthew 25:14-30 

1. The Responsibility 

Jesus told a parable of a master who was going away on a long trip. Before he left the 
master called together three of his servants and asked them to take care of things while he 
was gone. Display the transparency on the projector. To the first servant he gave five talents. 
Draw five circles with $ inside (to represent a talent) in the first box next to the first servant. To 
the second servant the master gave two talents and to the third servant he gave one talent. 
Draw the appropriate number of talents in the boxes next to the servants. A talent was a form of 
money used in Bible times that was worth more than a thousand dollars! So if the first ser- 
vant was given five talents , about how much money would that be? Over $5,000! 

The Bible tells us the master gave to each servant “according to his ability.” This means 
the master gave them the amount he knew they could handle properly. Then the master 
left on his trip. 

As God’s servants, we are given talents or abilities to use for Him. We are responsible 
for developing these abilities so they can be used to the fullest. Some people are good at 
mechanical things— creating or fixing machines. Others are good at dealing with people and 
problems. 

Can you name other gifts God gives to people? List the children’s suggestions on the chalk- 
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board. Some possible gifts are skill in sports, writing, playing an instrument, encouraging, cooking, 
public speaking, and acting. Whatever the ability given, each person is held respon- 
sible for improving and using the ability for God. 


2. The Response 

As soon as the master left, the first two servants put the money to work. They probably 
thought, My master is such a good and kind master. I want to serve him well. How can I 
use this money in the best way possible? The Bible doesn’t tell us what the servants did 
with the money, but we can guess that it was probably some kind of a business that helped 
them make more money for their master. 

Both of the servants worked hard and were able to get twice as much money as their 
master had given them. How many talents would the first servant now have? After allowing 
responses, draw 10 talents in the second box next to the first servant. The second servant would 
now have how many talents? Draw four talents in the second box of the second servant. 

What did the last servant do with his talent? Have a child read Matthew 25:18. When the 
master returned , how many talents would he have? Draw just one talent for the third servant. 
What do this servant’s actions tell us about the servant and how he felt about his master? 
The servant was a lazy man and he didn’t love his master. 

What can you do well that you enjoy doing? List these on the chalkboard. What can you 
do to improve this ability? Discuss possibilities. Be prepared to give suggestions. 

How could each of these abilities we discussed be used for God? Give the example of 
“making cheerful cards for sick people” for the ability of “drawing” to help the children get started. 
Write the children’s suggestions on the chalkboard beside the appropriate ability. If we improve 
and use the abilities God gives us, we are showing that we’re not lazy and that we love 
Him. 

3. The Reward 

After a long time, the master of the servants returned. The first servant said to him, 
“Master, you gave me five talents. See, I have gained five more.” How do you think the 
master felt about the servant? Have a child read Matthew 25:23. Draw a smiling face in the last 
box for servant one. The master praised the servant and said he would now put him in 
charge of more things since he had done such a good job with the five talents. 

The second servant then came and said, “Master, you gave me two talents; see, I have 
gained two more.” The master praised and rewarded the second servant as he had the first 
one. Draw a smiling face in the last box for servant two. 

Then the third servant who had been given the one talent came to the master. “I hid the 
talent you gave me in the ground. It stayed good and safe there.” 

How do you think the master felt toward this third servant? Allow responses. Then have a 
child read Matthew 25:26-28. Draw a frowning face in the last box for servant three. The master 
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was very angry and disappointed with the servant. The servant was lazy. He had done 
nothing with the talent. The master took the talent from the lazy servant and gave it to the 
servant with the 10 talents. The lazy servant was kicked out of the master’s house. 


4. The Lesson 

Jesus told this story to teach that God has given each of us at least one special gift and 
He wants us to use these gifts for Him. Not using our gift is like burying it in a hole, as the 
lazy servant did. 

— ® Just as the servants had an unequal number of talents, some people receive 
more or less abilities than we do. We must not be jealous of others or lazy with our abili- 
ties. God knows each of us so well that He gives us the perfect abilities for who we are. 

We can show our love for Him by using our abilities to serve Him. If we do, He will reward 
us just as the master rewarded his servants. Will you use your abilities for God? 



Items Needed 

• Quarter 
sheets of 
paper 

• Pencils 

• Offering 
plates 


Prayer And Gift Offering 

(10 minutes) 

During our Bible lesson today we discussed some of the various abilities, or gifts, God 
gives to people. Review the list on the chalkboard. God wants you to use your gifts to serve 
Him. Pass out the paper and pencils to the children. I want you to write or draw a simple pic- 
ture of the abilities you feel God has given you. You do not have to write gifts from the list. 
After everyone has written on his slip of paper, we’re going to have a gift offering. 

Allow a few minutes to write or draw. After they finish, instruct the children to bow their heads 
and close their eyes. Jesus, we thank You for giving each of us special gifts. We love You and 
we want to use these gifts for You. Please show us how to improve and use our gifts for 
You. And if we compare ourselves to others or feel jealous of their gifts, please remind us 
that You love us all the same and gave us the perfect gifts for who we are. We love You, 
Jesus. 

We are now going to receive your gift offering to Jesus. Fold your paper in half. When 
the offering plate comes to you, place your paper in it. This is your way of saying that you 
are giving your gifts to God and that you want to use these gifts to serve Him. 

After the plate has reached everyone, tell about God’s best gift to us— Jesus. Pray individu- 
ally with those who want to receive Jesus as Savior. (See page 8 for guidance.) 
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Balance The Gift 

(7 minutes) 

Before the session, place masking tape lines on the floor on opposite sides of the room. 
Divide the group into equal-sized teams of six to eight. Give each team one wrapped box. 
Have the teams line up in single file behind one strip of tape. The first member of each team 
is to balance the gift box on his head, hurry to the other line without holding the gift, say the 
key verse to an adult helper stationed there, then take the gift off his head, run back to his 
team, and pass the gift to the next team member. If the box falls while the person is traveling 
to the key verse line, that person must return to his team’s line and start over. The first team 
to have all players complete the relay is the winner. 

Talent Motions 

(7 minutes) 

God has given gifts to each of us. Our key verse tells us, “Whatever your hand 
finds to do, do it with all your might.” The verse doesn’t say to use your gift with just a lit- 
tle effort, it says to do it with all of your might. That means to do your very best for God! 

Let’s say the verse together and at the same time do a motion of an ability. For example, 
let’s pretend we have the gift of painting. When we say the verse this first time, I want you 
to move your arm side to side like you are painting a beautiful picture. Say the verse with 
the children while making the painting motion. 

Let’s play a trumpet because we have a musical gift. Recite the verse with the group while 
pretending to play a trumpet. Say the verse through several more times while making the motions 
of different gifts. For example: athletics— throwing a ball; gardening— pulling weeds; being friendly 
to others— waving; and cooking— stirring a pot. 

►(§) Remember, always use your gifts for God with all your might! 


Items Needed 

• Masking tape 
and a gift- 
wrapped 
empty 
clothing box 
for each team 


■ I 

(I 

Items Needed 

• Bible 



Use It Or Lose It 

(10 minutes) 

Before the session, prepare a list of situations that state an ability a child has and a need 
that could be met by that ability. Some examples are: 

1 . Barbara loves to sing. The Children’s Church leader is looking for children to sing in a 
choir. What could Barbara do to use her ability for God? (Volunteer to sing in the choir.) 

2. Brooke and Breton like to bake. They make great oatmeal-raisin cookies. A new family 
just moved into their neighborhood. How could Brooke and Breton use their ability for God? 
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Items Needed 

• List of 
situations 



Items Needed 

• Slips of paper 
folded in 
half on which 
are written 
various gifts 

•Bowl 

• 1 -minute egg 
timer 

• Chalkboard 
and chalk 
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(Bake some cookies and take them over to the new family. Note: Instruct the children to 
always get their parents’ permission first before visiting strangers.) 

3. Pablo likes to work in the yard. He lives near the church, whose yard is very large with 
many large flower gardens. How could Pablo use his ability for God? (Work to clean up the 
churchyard and pull weeds.) 

4. Vanessa is good with animals. The pastor needs someone to take care of his dog while 
he goes to a conference. How could Vanessa use her ability for God? (Volunteer to take care 
of the pastor’s poodle while he is away.) 

Remember that not using our ability for God is just like burying it. The phrase “use it or 
lose it” means that if we don’t use something, we can get so out of practice with it that we 
lose our ability to do it well. For example, if you are good at playing the piano, but don’t 
use that talent and practice regularly, you can lose your ability to play well. 

Read a situation and then call on a volunteer to tell how the person could use his ability for God. 
Continue the same with each situation until all have been read and answered. 

Gift Charades 

(10 minutes) 

Place the “gift” slips in the bowl. (Gift ideas: sports, working with animals, art.) Divide the 
group into two teams. Have a team member come forward and draw a slip from the bowl. 
That child will then have a minute to act out the gift for his team. He may not use any words. 
If his team guesses correctly, they receive a point. If not, the other team may give one guess, 
and if correct, gain a point. Alternate play between teams. 


Special Gifts Song 

(5 minutes) 

Sing this song for the children to the tune of “The Farmer In The Dell.” 

God gave me special gifts, 

God gave me special gifts, 

I’ll use my gift of (insert the name of one of your gifts) 

To show my love to Him; 

God gave me special gifts. 

The next time through, have the children sing along with you, but have one child volun- 
teer to sing the third and fourth lines individually, filling in the name of one of his gifts. Sing 
several times, allowing other children to sing their gift. 
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Activity Sheets 

(10 minutes) 

See “How to Use Young Explorers” for suggestions on how to use Activity Sheets. 


“Hidden Word” 
Session 8. Sheet 1 


“Gift Addition” 
Session 8. Sheet 2 


“Using Your Gifts” 
Session 8. Sheet 3 



Larger copies of the answer sheets are provided on page 160. 


Items Needed 

• Pencils 

• Copies of 
Activity 
Sheets 8-1 to 

8-3 
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SESSION 9 

lights For God 

LAMP UNDER A BOWL 


Bible Text 

Matthew 5:14-16; Luke 8:16; 11:33-36 

Session Key Verse 

You are the light of the world. Matthew 5:14 

Session Goals 

Today each child will — 

►<§) learn that Jesus wants everyone to hear the gospel 

discuss ways he can show Jesus to those around them 

S omeone has said that Christians are the only gospel some people will ever read. What do 
our lives say to others about Jesus? Can our family and friends tell by the way we live that 
God has made a difference in us? Do those we work with see us living according to God’s 
Word and not making any compromises? Do our lights shine for God in our own neighbor- 
hoods? 

We are expressing the gospel by the things we do and say. Consequently, we must be 
aware of the message people receive about God when they “read” our lives. Does the way we 
live underscore our verbal claim of God’s love and His power to change lives? What we do 
speaks louder than what we say. 

In Jesus’ lesson on letting our lights shine, He speaks to people of all ages. This week’s ses- 
sion will challenge us as well as the children to let our lights shine for God in all we do. We 
want to reflect Jesus to those in darkness all around us. Keep in mind that we can’t “shine” 
on our own. We need God to “charge” us so we can shine brightly for Him. 


Unit Key Verse 

Let us learn together what is good. Job 34:4 
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Ayr' Jxplorer Orientation 

OPENING ACTIVITY AND PRAISE 


Let Your Light Shine 

(5-10 minutes) 

Divide your class it into groups of six to eight children. Choose a volunteer for each group 
and give him the basket of candles. Have him select a candle and tell how he can shine for 
Jesus. This volunteer will select a child at random to continue the process. (Instruct the chil- 
dren to choose a child who has not previously participated.) As each child shares a way he 
will shine his light, the leader or a helper will write the child’s name on the candle and 
return it to him to use as a bookmark. Continue the process until all the children have had an 
opportunity to participate. (If a child is shy or hesitant, select a candle for him, print his name 
on it and give it to him as a gift. Care should be taken not to coerce a child into involvement.) 
Today we will learn how we can shine our light for Jesus. 

Giving Time 

(3 minutes) 

Allow the children to participate in a time of giving to the Lord. You might want them to 
give an offering or participate individually in a special ministry. 


Items Needed 

• 6” candles cut 
from construc- 
tion paper (one 
for each child) 

• Basket(s) for 
candles 

• Felt tip 
marker(s) 


Praise 

(10 minutes) 

Use the following suggested song from the Young Explorers Music CD: “Be A Light.” Add 
songs of your own choosing for leading the children in a time of praise. Lead in prayer for this 
week’s study. 


Items Needed 

• Young 
Explorers 
Music CD 



Announcements And Skit 

(5 minutes) 

Give announcements and any guidelines you have for the children to follow during this 
time. Use the optional skit titled, “ No More Hiding!" found on page 135. 
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This Little Light Of Mine 

(5 minutes) 

Sing the song, “This Little Light Of Mine.” Use music and accompaniment if you would 
like, or it can be sung a cappella : 

Have the children hold up their right index finger to represent their “light” as they sing. 

This little light of mine 
I’m going to let it shine. 

This little light of mine, 

I’m going to let it shine, 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

To sing other verses replace the first and third lines with: 

(Verse 2) Shine all over (your city)...; (Verse 3) Won’t let Satan (make blowing sound) it 
out...; (Verse 4) Let it shine ‘til Jesus comes...; (Verse 5) Hide it under a bushel, No!.... 
You may add other verses of your choosing. 

In today’s lesson we will learn ways we can shine for Jesus. 



(10 minutes) 

•Matthew 5:14-16; Luke 8:16,1 1-33 

Before the session, remove the batteries from the standard flashlight, but keep them handy 
to insert at the proper time. Also cut two small pieces of paper, each the size to fit on a D bat- 
tery from the standard flashlight. Print “ACCEPTS JESUS” on one and “RECEIVES FORGIVE- 
NESS” on the other. Tape each to a D battery. 

1. Linking To The Power Source 

Show the various flashlights, one at a time. What are these? What are they used for? Hold up 
the largest and the smallest flashlights. Do these give the same amount of light? Flashlights of 
all sizes are useful and needed. Perhaps the doctor has used a small flashlight to look into 
your eyes or your throat. The small light was just right for the way he wanted to use it , 
but which size flashlight would a night watchman or a policeman need to use? The one 
that would give the brightest light. Regardless of the size of a flashlight, its purpose is to give 
light. 

Show the standard, two-battery light. Let’s call this flashlight “Pete.” We’ll turn Pete on to 
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see what kind of light he gives. Be sure the batteries have been removed. No light? What do 

you think the problem is? Allow for responses before you open the flashlight to show that it is 
empty. 

This flashlight did not shine because it had no batteries. Pete had no power to make 
light. Show the two D batteries labeled, “ACCEPTS JESUS” and “RECEIVES FORGIVENESS.” 

We’ll put some power in Pete: “ACCEPTS JESUS” and “RECEIVES FORGIVE- 
NESS.” Insert the batteries and turn the flashlight on. Pete cannot give light until he accepts 
Jesus as his Savior and Lord and receives forgiveness for his sins. Then he can shine a light 
for God. Boys and girls, we are just like Pete. In order to shine for Jesus, we must ask for- 
giveness of our sins and invite Him to come into our lives. 

You may be thinking, “Is that all we have to do to shine for Jesus?” Not com- 
pletely. We also need to talk and act like God wants us to. We can find out how God wants 
us to talk and act by talking to Him through prayer and reading the Bible. If you are too 
young to read the Bible for yourself, you can still learn from the Bible by listening carefully 
when it is read or taught— just us you are listening to me today. 

2. Why Shine? 

Let’s read in the Bible to see what God tells us about shining our lights for Him. Have a 
child read Matthew 5:14-1 6 . Do you know who said what (child’s name) just read? Jesus! So 
Jesus said, “You are the light of the world.” Why do you think Jesus said that? 
Many people in our world do not know Jesus and so they live in spiritual darkness. Sin 
causes this darkness. Jesus wants us to shine His light to these people by telling them 
about Him and His love for them. Perhaps these people will choose to accept Jesus and let 
Him take away their darkness of sin. 


3. Uncover Your Light 

Have the Bible open in your hand as you review Jesus’ words. Another thing Jesus said in 
these verses is that people do not “light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it 
on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house” Matthew 5:15. What would you 
think if I turn on this flashlight so I can see in the dark, but then I cover it with a bowl? 
Demonstrate this. Encourage responses. If it were dark in this room, the flashlight under the 
bowl would not help me see my way around, would it? Turning on a light, then covering it 
would be foolish, wouldn’t it? 

If we keep the good news of Jesus’ love to ourselves, we are hiding our lights. What are 
some ways people might hide their lights? Allow discussion. Some people may 
hide their lights by not telling others about what Jesus means to them. Others may not be 
careful about the land of words they use or they don’t let others know they go to church. 

We also can cover our light if we do things that God says not to do or if we don’t do the 
things we should. A flashlight is used to help us see. As lights for Jesus, living for Him is 


Items Needed 


• Bible 

• Scissors 

•Tape 

• Paper 

• Felt-tip pen 

• Variety of 
flashlights (a 
small one 
using AA or 
AAA batter- 
ies, a large 
halogen or 
heavy duty 
industrial type 
one, and a 
standard one 


I 


using two D 
batteries) 

• Pottery or 
metal bowl 
large enough 
to cover one 
of the flash- 
lights 
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Items Needed 

• Key verse 
flashcards 

• Chalkboard 
and chalk 
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the way we shine our light for others to see Him. This flashlight cannot help us if it is 
under the bowl. Remove flashlight from under the bowl. Neither can we be lights for Jesus if 
we don’t talk and act as He wants us to. 


4. Effects Of Shining 

Pick up your opened Bible again. Jesus said when we let our light shine before men, they 
will see our good deeds and praise our Father in heaven. What do you think that means? 
Other people watch how we live. The best way to make other people want to know Jesus 
is to act and talk the way He would act and talk. 

►(§) When we live the way God wants us to live, our words and actions show how 

wonderful He is. Other people will see that Jesus has made a difference in our lives. It will 
help them want to know Jesus too. This can lead naturally into prayer. See Responding To 
The Word. 



Prayer 

(5 minutes) 

Let’s bow our heads and close our eyes as we think about being lights for Jesus. 

If you have Jesus in your life, you will want to say and do the things that will cause oth- 
ers to want Him too. If you do wrong, ask His forgiveness and keep trying to please Him. 

Maybe you have never accepted Jesus as your Savior, but you have watched the lives of 
some who have. Perhaps you would like to obey Jesus and be a light for Him. You can do 
that now. Admit to Him you realize you are a sinner, believe He is God’s Son who died for 
your sin and rose again, then tell Him you’re sorry for your sin and ask Him to forgive you. 

Raise your hand if you want to receive Jesus today. Pray with each of these children. (See 
page 8 for guidance.) Close by praying that God will help all the children be lights for Him so oth- 
ers will want to know Him too. 

Verse Line-Up 

(5-7 minutes) 

While the music is playing, distribute the key verse flash cards. Print the key verse on the 
chalkboard and point to each word as the children say it together a few times. Then erase the 
verse. Ask the children who received flash cards to line up so the words of the verse are in 
the correct order. Redistribute the cards and repeat the process. (Older children with flash 
cards can help non-readers find their places.) 
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Shining The Light Dramas 

(10-15 minutes) 

What we do and say tells what kind of persons we are and it tells other people 
how we feel about God. Let children, in groups of two or three at a time, act out the situation for 
the rest of the children and then show how they could shine Jesus’ light in the situation. (Assign 
the role you want each child to play.) After each skit, discuss how the responses could be a reflec- 
tion of God to others. 

1 . Pretend you are in your classroom at school. The teacher is giving a pop quiz, but you 
don’t know all the answers. Your friend ahead of you moves a little so you can see her paper. 
What are you going to do? 

2. Your father told you to sweep out the garage after school, but two of your friends want 
you to play with them instead. They say, “Your dad is mean to make you work.” What will 
you do? What will you say? 

3. While your neighbor was away from home, your dog dug up the tulip bulbs the neighbor 
had planted in her yard. What could you do to let your light shine for God? 

4. Your little brother or sister went into your room while you were at school and tore up 
some of your baseball cards. What will you do? 

5. You are sitting in church with a couple of friends who want to talk during the service 
instead of listening to the leader. What can you do that will let your light shine? 

6. A new kid moves into your neighborhood. The other kids around don’t want to play 
with him or be friends with him because he is disabled. How can you let your light shine so 
he will want to know Jesus too? 

Flannel Board Puzzle 

(5-7 minutes) 

Before the session, draw a colored border around all four sides of the rectangle of interfac- 
ing, making the border as fancy or as plain as you like. (Back up the interfacing with 
newsprint as marker ink may “bleed” through it.) Clearly print the key verse, including refer- 
ence, on the rectangle. Then cut the words of the verse apart in a simple jigsaw puzzle fash- 
ion, making sure each word is left whole. 

Ask a review question. If a child answers correctly, allow him to come and put the puzzle 
together on the flannel board. After he is finished, have the group say the key verse together. 
Continue this procedure as time allows. 

Some review questions: 
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Items Needed 

• Flannel board 

• 22- by 30-inch 
piece of 
white, 

heavyweight, 
non-fusible 
interfacing 
(available at 
fabric stores) 

• Broad-tipped 
markers 

• Scissors 

• List of review 
questions 
(Note: Paper 
may be used 
instead of 
interfacing but 
will need to 
be backed 
with scraps of 
flannel.) 


ft 


Win 


1 . Whom did Jesus say are the light of the world? (Christians) 

2. What can keep a Christian from shining Jesus’ light? (sin in his life) 

3. Why are we supposed to shine our light before men? (so they will want to know God) 

4. What must we do first to shine for God? (accept Jesus and receive His forgiveness) 

5. Name a way you can shine your light for Jesus. (Answers will vary.) 

6. Say today’s key verse. 


Items Needed 

• Flashlight, 
without 
batteries, 
concealed in 
a paper bag 
•Two 



volunteers to 
play the parts 
given in the 
skit 


Let There Be Light 

(5 minutes) 

Prepare three children to present the following skit. This skit is also effective as a puppet 
presentation. 

FIRST CHILD: I feel sort of scared. It’s going to be dark in there! 

SECOND CHILD: Are you afraid of the dark? 

FIRST CHILD: No, I just like to see where I’m going. There’ll probably be spiders and all 
kinds of icky stuff in that old shed! 

SECOND CHILD: Don’t worry. I brought a flashlight along. (She pulls the flashlight out of 
the paper bag and clicks it on.) This will give plenty of light. 

FIRST CHILD: I don’t see any light. 

SECOND CHILD: I’ll hold it up real high like this so it will give us lots of light to see by. 
(She holds the flashlight above her head.) 

FIRST CHILD: That won’t do any good — it doesn’t matter where you hold it— it isn’t lit. 
SECOND CHILD: Sure it is! Can’t you see it? 

FIRST CHILD: No! 

SECOND CHILD: You need your eyes checked! 

FIRST CHILD: You need your eyes checked! There’s no light shining at all! That’s not going 
to do a thing in the dark. I’m going home. We can’t do anything without a light. (He exits.) 

(Second child stands alone , alternately looking with a puzzled expression at the flashlight 
and then at his exiting friend.) 

Was the flashlight giving any light? No! Like the child in the skit, Christians sometimes 
think their light is shining for Jesus when it’s not. We shine Jesus’ light when we talk and 
act as God wants us to. When people look at your life, do they see Jesus’ light? 


Test Your Memory 

(5-7 minutes) 

Arrange the group in circles of six to eight children with one adult helper per circle. 

The first child says “I will be God’s light by (a way everybody can shine God’s light such as 
being kind to others).” The next child says, “I will be God’s light by (repeat the first way 
named) and by (add another way).” Go around the circle so all have a chance to add a way to 
be a light for God. 


LIFE'S CLASSROOM (Lessons From The Parables) Session 9: Lights For God 

© 2006 Gospel Publishing House, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802 
Permission to duplicate this page for classroom use only. 


Conclude the activity by challenging the children to shine for Jesus by being like Him as 
the Bible tells us to. 


Activity Sheets 

(10 minutes) 

See “How to Use Young Explorers” for suggestions on how to use Activity Sheets. 


“Flashlight Fun” 
Session 9. Sheet 1 


“Verse Puzzle” 
Session 9. Sheet 2 


“A Chance To Shine” 
Session 9. Sheet 3 



Larger copies of the answer sheets are provided on page 161. 


Items Needed 

• Pencils and 
crayons 

• Copies of 
Activity 
Sheets 9-1 to 

9v3 

• Scissors 
•Glue 

• Brads 
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SESSION 10 

lost And Found 

LOST SHEEP AND COIN 


Bible Text 

Matthew 18:10-14; Luke 15:1-10 

Session Key Verse 

The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost. Luke 19:10 

Session Goals 

Today each child will — 

►<§) learn that God loves the sinner 

ask God to help him love and witness to those who haven’t yet accepted Him 

A s you prepare for this session, as with all sessions, be sensitive to the Holy Spirit. Take a 
fresh look at today’s Scripture passage so you can feed the children a refreshing spiritual 
meal. 

Did you know that love is contagious? People who know they are loved have an easier time 
of loving others. If you will freely offer your group of children your love, they will be able to 
feel the love of God through you. Once they come to experience the depth of God’s love, they 
will then grow in their ability to love the lost and be motivated to witness to those who need 
God. 

God loves every person so much that He sent His Son to die for the salvation of all people. 
Jesus wants the children in your group to seek out the lost and bring them to Him. By the 
children’s actions of love and right living, their lives can draw others to God by showing that 
He is real and is worth knowing and serving. They can also tell what He has done for them 
personally and what He has done for all people. Share your witnessing experiences with the 
children, so they will be encouraged to do the same. 


Unit Key Verse 

Let us learn together what is good. Job 34:4 
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Explorer Orientation 

OPENING ACTIVITY AND PRAISE 


Who Is Lost? 

(5 minutes) 

Place the T-shirt in the room but out of sight. Look around and seem puzzled. Begin searching as 
you talk. I had a T-shirt. It is blue— I think. I don’t know, maybe it was kind of greenish, 
but I know I did have it. Have any of you seen it? I got it last summer when I was on vaca- 
tion. It was special. I wanted to always keep it because it reminds me of how much fun I 
had. Keep searching. But now it is lost. That makes me really sad. I took good care of it too. 
When it was dirty, I washed it. When I wore it, I proudly showed it to my friends. Now it’s 
lost. My favorite T-shirt is lost. 

You know I have lots of nice T-shirts, and they were all right there in the drawer where 
they belonged this morning. This one T-shirt was lost though. I had to search the house for 
it. Finally I found it under the bed. As I pulled it from the dark shadows under the bed, it 
was stuck. It got caught on the wheel of the leg of the bed and I had to pull it free. Now 
it’s lost again. Where is that T-shirt? 

Finally find the T-shirt. Pull it from its lost place and hug it. Oh, I found it! I’m so-o-o happy. 
*(9/ You know, this T-shirt didn’t even know it was lost. It just sat there where it 
was. I had to look until I found it. The T-shirt would never have come looking for me. 
Today we’re going to learn about people who are lost and may not know it. They need to 
be found, and we can help find and bring them to God. 

Giving Time 

(3 minutes) 

Allow the children to participate in a time of giving to the Lord. You might want them to 
give an offering or participate individually in a special ministry. 

Praise 

(10 minutes) 

Use the following suggested song from the Young Explorers Music CD: “Let My Life Be A 
Light.” Add songs of your own choosing for leading the children in a time of praise. Lead in 
prayer for this week’s study. 
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Items Needed 

• T-shirt (or 
other object) 


ill 


Items Needed 

• Young 
Explorers 
Music CD 


83 


Items Needed 

• Various colors 
of jelly beans 



Items Needed 

• Silver dollar 


.'ftl 





Announcements And Skit 

(5 minutes) 

Give announcements and any guidelines you have for the children to follow during this 
time. Use the optional skit titled, “Unique And Valuable.” found on page 136. 

The Jelly Bean 

(5-10 minutes) 

Hold up the bag of jelly beans and point out the colors as you talk. Look at all these pretty col- 
ors. Ummm, jelly beans are my favorite candy. I love every single one of them. Which 
color is your favorite? Allow several children to mention their favorite flavor. 

Oh, I love red jelly beans. Find one and eat it. Ummm, I love all kinds of jelly beans. My 
favorites are the red ones, but I love all of them. Umm, here’s a white one. Oh I love white 
ones the most. Eat it. I could eat a whole bag of white ones. Pick out a green one to put in 
your mouth, make a face, then put it down. I just love all kinds of jelly beans. They are all my 
favorites. Oh boy, here is a black one. This black one is so shiny. It looks delicious. I think 
black may be my favorite, but I love every one of the colors. Choose another green one, make 
a face and put it down. Continue talking about how much you love all of the colors, but continue 
discarding the green ones. 

The children will notice that you didn’t eat the green ones. What I said did not match with 
my actions, did it? God said He loves everyone in the world and He meant it. He loves peo- 
ple so much that He sent His only Son to die so that anyone who wants to can be forgiven 
of sin. He is happy when a sinner comes to Him for forgiveness. 

The Lost Coin 

(5 minutes) 

Prior to the session, hide the silver dollar somewhere in your room in a not-too-difficult spot. How 

many of you have ever lost a coin? Did you find it? How did you feel when you found it? 

This morning before Children’s Church I had a silver dollar, but now it is lost some- 
where in the room. Who will help me find it? Choose four or five volunteers. Allow the volun- 
teers to look around the room while the others sit quietly. If desired, you may want to limit the 
search to a part of the room by saying, “I think I might have lost it somewhere over in this area.” 
When the coin is found, express that you are very happy and thankful. 

Finding lost things makes us happy. Today we are going to learn about Someone else 
who is happy when something lost is found. 
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BIBLE LESSON 


(10 minutes) 

•Matthew 18:10-14; Luke 15:1-10 

Glue cotton balls on the poster board to represent sheep or if you plan to use the overhead 
projector, draw a square on the transparency to represent the sheepfold. Leave an opening for 
the door. Tape nine coins to the top back of the poster board. Tape the last coin at the bottom 
and glue the fabric over it, leaving one fabric edge loose so it can be lifted to “find” the coin. 

1 . Jesus Eats With Sinners 

When Jesus lived here on earth as a man, many different people came to listen to Him. 
Some of those people were sinners. This did not bother Jesus. He was glad when they 
came to hear Him, but some religious leaders got upset. They said, “He’s even eating din- 
ner with those sinners!” Luke 15:2. 

One day Jesus told two stories to explain why He encouraged sinners to come to Him. 
The first story was about a shepherd. Bible-time shepherds knew all their sheep. All sheep 
may look alike to us, but shepherds can tell their sheep apart. Shepherds also kept track 
of their sheep to make sure they were all there. Sometimes a sheep would wander away 
from the flock. 


Items Needed 

•Glue 

• Cotton balls 
(or an over- 
head projec- 
tor, trans- 
parency sheet 
and marker) 

• Rice 
Krispies™ 

• Lamp picture 

• Broom picture 

• 10 coins 

•Tape 

• Oval piece 
of fabric 

• Marker 

• Poster board 


2. Two Stories Of Lost Things 

Display the sheep poster or the overhead transparency with some Rice Krispies™ inside the 

fold. When the shepherd brought his sheep home at night, he would count them. He want- 
ed to know all his sheep were safe for the night. The shepherd in Jesus’ story had 100 
sheep. Let’s help him count as they come in. Let the group count in unison from 95 to 99 as 
you glue 5 more cotton balls to the poster or push the last 5 Rice Krispies™ into the fold. The 
shepherd knew exactly how many sheep he had so he knew one was missing. 

When the shepherd discovered one sheep was missing, he left the other sheep in the 
pen and went looking for the lost sheep. Draw a box around the cotton to represent a pen. It 
might have been dark and cold. The shepherd could stumble on the rocks or get scratched 
on the thorns. But he would look until he found his lost sheep. 

At last he found the lost sheep and brought it home. Glue the last cotton ball to the poster 
or push the final Rice Krispie™ through the door. Think how happy the shepherd must have 
been. He might have said to the sheep, “Oh, little lamb, how happy I am to see you.” After 
he brought the lost sheep home, he called his friends and neighbors to celebrate with him 
because his sheep had been found. 
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Jesus told another story. A woman who had 1 0 silver coins lost one. Display the coin 
poster. These coins were worth about one day’s pay. They were valuable to her. The 
woman lit a lamp to search. Tape lamp picture to poster. She swept along the wall, in the cor- 
ners and under the chairs. She swept everywhere until she found it. Tape broom picture to 
poster. Then lift rug (fabric piece taped to poster and coin taped under it)to reveal coin. She was 
so happy to find it that she called her neighbors to come and be happy with her. 

3. God Loves Sinners 

How do you think these stories helped explain to the religious leaders why Jesus ate 
with sinners? Sinners are like the lost sheep or the lost coin. God cares very much for 
them. They are so valuable to God that He sent His only Son to die for them. Jesus talked 
and ate with the sinners so He could show them God’s love and help them want to love 
and obey God in return. Jesus wanted to help the sinners be “found.” 

Jesus also told the religious leaders, “Just as the shepherd and the woman were happy 
about finding their lost things, there is great happiness in heaven when a sinner decides to 
love and obey God” verse 10. 

*■(§) Some of your friends or family members may not love and obey God. If they 
don’t, they are lost from God and will not go to heaven. What are some things you can do 
to help them be found? Allow discussion. You can help them be found by inviting them to 
church, by obeying God yourself, by being kind, by being helpful, by telling them about 
Jesus, and by praying for them. We need to show them God’s love so they will want to love 
Him too. 



Prayer 

(10 minutes) 

Today you may be one of those lost people who has not accepted Jesus into his life. You 
can come to Him now and be found by admitting you are a sinner, believing Jesus is God’s 
Son who died for your sins, being sorry for your sin, and asking Him to forgive you. 
Attending church will not save you. Each lost person must make the choice to ask Jesus to 
forgive his sins and come into his life. Will you be found and give Him your life today? Pray 
with any who respond. ( See page 8 for guidance.) 

If you have accepted Jesus already, you will want to see unsaved people, those who do 
not love and obey God, as lost people who need to find Jesus. Lead the group in the following 
responsive prayer: 
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Dear Jesus, Thank You for loving me so much that You died for me. Thank You also for 
sending someone to me when I was lost. Please help me tell other people about You so 
they can be found. I love You and I want to serve You. Amen. 

Every person is valuable to God. Jesus gave up heaven and came to earth, suf- 
fered and died so lost people could come to Him and be forgiven of their sins. 


Guess The Verse 

(7 minutes) 

I’ve got a great verse for today. This verse reminds me that Jesus loves everybody and 
wants all people to be saved. I hope as you learn it you will ask God to use you to help 
others find Him. 

This week I’m not going to tell you what the verse is. You are going to tell me. I will 
show you how. 

Explain the rules of the game, which is similar to hangman. Draw a line on the chalkboard 
for each letter of each word of the verse. Divide the group into two teams. Each team guesses 
one letter of the verse. Fill in the lines as the letters are guessed. Each correct guess gets a 
point. If a guessed letter is not in the verse, write it to the side. The team with the most 
points when the letters are filled in wins. 

Have the children say the verse in unison. Point to the phrase or words as they are discussed. 

The Son of Man is Jesus. What does the word “seek” mean? It means to look for something 
or someone. What does Jesus save people from? He saves them from the punishment for their 
sin. What does the word ", lost " mean here? It means a person who has not found his way to 
God. He is lost because he does not know God and is separated from God by his sin. This verse 
means that Jesus came to find people who didn’t know God and bring them back to Him. 

*■(§) Jesus cares for lost people so much that He died so they could be found. We 
want to tell people about God so they will come to Him and will no longer be lost. 

Have the children say the verse together a few more times. Then erase one or two words 
from the chalkboard and have them say the verse together again. Keep doing this until all the 
words are missing and the children can say the whole verse without seeing the words. 



Children Interviews 

(7 minutes) 

Label envelope #1 “Poor People,” and put two pennies in it. Label envelope #2 “Rich 
People” and put a $10 bill in it. Label envelope #3 “Popular People” and make a certificate or 
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Items Needed 

• Chalkboard 
and chalk 


fi 


Items Weeded 

•Four 
envelopes 
prepared 
according to 
instructions 



Items Weeded 

• Ten folders 
labeled 
“Special 
Assignment” 

• Chalkboard 

• Chalk 

•Tape 

• 10 sheets of 
paper 
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blue ribbon to place inside that says “Most Popular Person.” Label envelope #4 “Unpopular 
People” and put a piece of paper inside labeled, “List of Friends,” with no names on it. 

Think of all the different types of people in the world. God wants them all to love and 
serve Him. Choose a volunteer to come forward and pick an envelope. Open it and talk about that 
type of person being loved by God. Then ask the volunteer the following questions: 

Can you think of someone you know like the person this envelope describes? Be 
clear that you want just a “yes” or “no” answer. 

Did Jesus die for that person's sins? 

Is the person a Christian? 

Does God want the person to be saved? 

If he isn’t a Christian, will you pray that God will help you tell the person about Jesus? 
Will you be a good example of God’s love by living as God wants you to? 

Discuss all four envelopes in the same manner. 

Jesus wants all people to come to Him— the young, old, popular, unpopular, rich, poor, 
black, white, Asian, Hispanic— everyone! He doesn’t want anyone to be lost. 

►(§) Do you know of someone who is not a Christian? Will you pray that God will 

help you tell that person about Jesus? Will you be a good example to the person, showing 
God’s love by saying and doing the things God wants you to? God will help you tell others 
about Him. 

Special Assignment 

(5 minutes) 

On five sheets of the paper write: tell others about Jesus; obey God; do kind and helpful 
things; invite others to church; and pray for others. On the other five sheets of paper write: 
“be nice only to some people”; “swear”; “talk bad about church”; “don’t share”; and “whine 
when you don’t get your way.” Place the sheets of paper inside the folders. 

What is a secret agent? It is someone who is given a special assignment to do. God has 
given Christians a special assignment. God has a plan for reaching people who need to 
know Him. His plan is that His followers tell others about Him and that they live in a way 
that shows others God’s love. 

Who can remember some of the ways we can help other people want to know God and 
be found? Make sure each of the following is mentioned: telling others about Jesus, obeying God, 
being kind, doing helpful things, inviting others to church, and praying for others. 

Sometimes we may do things that make it hard for people to find God. Maybe we have a 
bad temper. Becoming angry might make other people not want to know God. What are 
some other ways we might make it hard for people to find God? 

Draw a happy face and a sad face on opposite sides of the chalkboard. This happy face stands 
for ways we can help people find God and the sad face stands for things we might do that 
make it hard for people to find God. Hand out the folders to 1 0 children. They are to open their 
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folder, take out the paper, and tape it under the correct face on the chalkboard. (Assist any who 
need help with reading.) Then read the sheets aloud to the group. 


Find The Sheep 

(5 minutes) 

Hold up the poster board. These 10 sheep have strayed from their group and are lost. You 
can find one by answering a question. When you answer a question, you may come for- 
ward and “find” a sheep by removing it from the poster. Ask questions until all the sheep 
have been found (removed from the poster board). Praise the group for helping to find the sheep. 

Just as you helped me find the sheep, God wants us to help Him find lost people. 
Let’s determine to live as God wants so we can tell others about Him. 

Some questions are: 

1. How many sheep did the shepherd in the parable have? (100) 

2. What did the shepherd do after he found the lost sheep? (He called his friends and 
neighbors together to celebrate with him.) 

3. How did the woman find her lost coin? (She lit a lamp and swept her house.) 

4. Why did Jesus talk and eat with sinners? (He cared about them and wanted them to find 
God.) 

5. Name two ways we can help others find God. (Telling others about Jesus, obeying God, 
being kind, doing helpful things, inviting others to church, praying for others) 


Items Weeded 

• Piece of 
colorful 
poster board 
with 10 
cotton balls 
taped to it 

• List of review 
questions 


Activity Sheets 

(10 minutes) 

See “How to Use Young Explorers” for suggestions on how to use Activity Sheets. 


“Find The Sheep” 
Session 1 0. Sheet 1 


“Helping The Shepherd” 
Session 1 0. Sheet 2 


“Special Assignments” 
Session 1 0. Sheet 3 




Larger copies of the answer sheets are provided 



Items Weeded 

• Pencils, mark- 
ers, crayons 

• Copies of 
Activity 
Sheets 10-1 to 

10-3 
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SESSION 1 1 

Be A Helper 

THE GOOD SAMARITAN 


Bible Text 

Matthew 25:31-40; Luke 10:25-37; James 2:14-16 

Session Key Verse 

Whatever you did for one of the least of these... you did for me. Matthew 25:40 

Session Goals 

Today each child will — 

►<§) learn that God wants us to care for the needs of others 

consider practical ways he can help those around them 

T aking care of others no longer seems to be a priority to most people — Christians included. 
Our daily lives are crowded with a myriad of activities and tasks. Many of these demand 
our time and attention. When someone approaches us with a need, we can instantly think 
of many reasons why we can’t help. At these times, we must ask the Holy Spirit to help us dis- 
cern what can be put aside so we can help. We also need His 
leading to know if the need is one He wants us to meet, lest 
we become so busy doing good to others that our families or 
our personal time with God suffers. 

God wants us to show His love to others by taking care 
of those in need — physically, spiritually, and emotionally. 

Helping others is also how we show our love for Him. 

Every week in your Children’s Church you have many 
opportunities to help meet needs. Seek the Holy Spirit’s 
help in looking for and meeting these needs. Only as you 
give of yourself can you teach others to give. 



Unit Key Verse 

Let us learn together what is good. Job 34:4 
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Ayr' Jxplorer Orientation 

OPENING ACTIVITY AND PRAISE 


I Can Be A Good Samaritan 

(5-10 minutes) 

Divide the children into groups of 15 or less and have them arrange their chairs in a circle. 

Choose a child to start by saying “I can be a Good Samaritan by....” (He is to add 
something one can do to help another such as: “Weeding a sick person’s flower garden; taking 
out the trash for my neighbor who can’t walk; going for help if my friend has a bicycle acci- 
dent; being kind to those whom others ridicule; or helping a friend with homework.”) Go 
around the circle so each child has an opportunity to express his own potential opportunity to 
be a “Good Samaritan.” If you have fewer than 10 children, you may have the children go 
around the circle twice. 

Display Overhead Master 5, and ask the children to describe what is happening. 

Today we will learn about the good Samaritan in the Bible who helped someone in 
need. 


Items Needed 

• One chair per 
child 

• Transparency 
made from 
Overhead 

Master 5: 

“The Least Of 

These” (Good 

Samaritan! 


Giving Time 

(3 minutes) 

Allow the children to participate in a time of giving to the Lord. You might want them to 
give an offering or participate individually in a special ministry. 

Praise 

(10 minutes) 

Use the following suggested song from the Young Explorers Music CD: “Be A Light.” Add 
songs of your own choosing for leading the children in a time of praise. Lead in prayer for this 
week’s study. 



Items Needed 

• Young 
Explorers 
Music CD 



Announcements And Skit 

(5 minutes) 

Give announcements and any guidelines you have for the children to follow during this 
time. Use the optional skit titled, “Helping Hand.” found on page 137. 
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Maw 


Items Needed 

• Large basket 
(the larger the 
better) 


Items Needed 

• Bible 

• Costume 
items for 
characters 

•Two 


volunteers 



Adopt-A-Family 

(5 minutes) 

To prepare for this activity, check with your pastor or someone at a school near you to find 
out about a family who could benefit from a grocery shower. It is best not to tell the children 
the family name, so as to avoid embarrassment to that family. 

Some people are too poor to buy the food they would need to have a nice, big meal for 
their family. We would like to make up a food basket for a needy family. If you can, we’d 
like everyone to bring a nonperishable food item to Children’s Church one of the next two 
Sundays. By nonperishable, I mean a food item such as a can of green beans, a cake mix, 
or box of macaroni and cheese mix, that does not need to be kept in the refrigerator or 
freezer. Then we will fill the basket with the food for the family so they can have a nice 
meal. 

By helping out this family, we are being “Good Samaritans.” Do you know where we get 
the phrase “Good Samaritan”? We get it from a parable Jesus told that shows how we can 
help people when they are in need. We each can be a Good Samaritan wherever we go. 

Plan to deliver this basket to the family as soon as possible after the second Sunday. Invite 
some of the children to go with you to deliver the basket, if possible. 



(10 minutes) 

•Matthew 25:31-40; Luke 10:25-37; James 2:14-16 

For the Bible lesson, tell the story while a couple of children act it out. You will need at 
least two volunteers, one to be the traveler, and another to play the other characters one at a 
time. 

1. Modern Samaritan 

Jesus told the story of a man who was traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. (Traveler walks 
out. He is dressed in the clothing worn in Jesus day.) On the way, some robbers attacked him. 
(The traveler pantomimes this alone. He staggers from the blows, tries to fight off the unseen bad 
guys, then falls down. 

The robbers beat up the traveler. While he was lying on the ground unconscious, they 
rolled him over and stole everything he had, except the clothes on his back, which had 
been badly torn by the attack. (Traveler rolls over as if someone rolled him.) 

When he Finally came to, he couldn’t even get up because he had been beaten so badly. 

Traveler lies there moaning. 
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Soon, a priest came down the road. Priest comes along, looks over his shoulder at Traveler. 
Traveler moans louder. The priest noticed Traveler beside the road. Instead of stopping, he 
passed by on the other side. 

Before long, a Levite, an assistant to the priests, was coming down the road. Levite comes 
along, looks toward Traveler. Traveler again groans louder. The Levite, like the priest, noticed 
the traveler lying by the road, but instead of stopping to help, he also passed by on the 
other side. 

Then a Samaritan, one of the people hated by the Jews, came down the road. Samaritan 
comes along acting as if riding on a donkey. He noticed the hurt man by the road. He stopped 
his donkey, got off, and went over to the man. Traveler acts as if pulling his donkey to a halt, 
gets off, goes over to Traveler, and kneels beside him. He then began to take care of the man. 
He put medicine on all his cuts and bruises, then helped him onto his donkey. 

The Samaritan took the wounded man to the nearest inn, a place where people stay 
overnight. Samaritan takes Traveler to another part of the room and helps him lie down. He paid 
for the people at the inn to take care of the traveler until he got well. He also left some 
money with the innkeeper to cover any extra expense. The Samaritan made sure the trav- 
eler had a comfortable place where he could get well. Samaritan and Traveler exit. This para- 
ble is found in Luke 10:25-37 in your Bible. Read it for yourself when you get home. 

2. Love God-Care For Others 

Jesus wants us to be like the Good Samaritan in this story. The Samaritan was actually a 
man from Samaria who stopped to help someone in need. He did not pass by the hurt man 
as the others did. When Jesus lived on earth, He cared for people’s needs. We are to be 
like Jesus and care for people’s needs too. When we help people, we show them God’s 
love. 

Suppose you fell out of a tree and broke your arm. Your mother saw you fall and came 
to check on you. She said, “You must be in a lot of pain. I hope you get better,” and then 
just walked back into the house! Would you think she really cared for you? What would 
she do if she really cared? Allow discussion. 

In the same way a parent would show care for a son who is hurt, if we really believe in 
God and love Him, we will show it by our care for others. Have a child read James 2:14-16. 

As Christians, we must care if someone else is hungry or doesn’t have proper clothes. We 
must care if someone is lonely or feels left out. We can care for those who hurt inside 
because of difficult things that are happening in their lives. 

3. You Can Help Jesus 

Did you know that when you help someone in need, you are also helping Jesus? Read 
Matthew 25:34-40. That also means that when you ignore someone who needs help, you 
are ignoring Jesus. Read Matthew 25:41-45. Just going to church is not enough. Christians 
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show their beliefs by what they do. We must show Jesus we love Him by caring for others’ 
needs. 


►© You can show your love for God by helping others. Remember, when you help 

someone, you are really helping Jesus. Make an effort to be aware of those around you 
who are hurting. Then help them. 



Prayer 

(10 minutes) 

Why do you think God tells us to care for the needy? Allow discussion. It is because God 
loves the needy, just as He loves us. Whether a person is poor or rich, sick or healthy, 
happy or sad, hungry or well fed, God loves him. Who can tell me something very great 
and special that God did for us because He loves us? When a child mentions God’s sending 
Jesus to die for our sins, use that response to move into sharing the plan of salvation. (See page 8 
for guidance.) Pray individually with any who respond for salvation. 

Divide the children into as many groups as you have adults. (If you are the only adult, have 
the whole group form a circle with you.) Have each group hold hands in a circle. 

Real faith in God shows in what we do. Each of you will get a chance to say a sentence 
or two in prayer, asking God to help you do things for people in need. Then I (or the adult 
in the circle) will close the prayer. 

A child on one side of the adult can start the prayers. When that child is finished, he or 
she can squeeze the hand of the next child. If a child doesn’t want to pray, he or she can just 
squeeze the next child’s hand. Close by praying that God would put His love into each heart 
so all will care for others. 


Ill 

Items Needed 

• Chalkboard 
and chalk 


Question/Answer 

(5 minutes) 

Print the verse on the chalkboard. Ask everyone to say it several times. 

Erase the verse. I’m going to ask you questions about what you have learned so far. The 
answer to each question is the key verse. After I ask the question, I want all of you to say 
the key verse together. 

Whom did Jesus say we are helping when we help someone in need? The group answers 
by saying the key verse. This is repeated for each question. 

Suppose your brother was sick and you helped your mother take care of him. What 
could Jesus say to you? 
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What would God say to two children who shared their lunch with a child who had 
lunch? 

What would God say to you if you helped an elderly neighbor by raking his yard? 

Can any of you think of a question from what you learned today that can be answered 

by the key verse? Allow volunteers to give questions while the rest of the group answers with the 
verse. 



Good Samaritan Race 

(10 minutes) 

Group the children into two teams. Tell them that they are going to be Good Samaritans. 

(If your group is large, you will probably want to have three to five teams.) 

Number the chalkboard in sections according to the number of teams. In each section print 
an equal number of “needs,” such as hungry, poor, thirsty, lonely, hurt, cold, sick, and home- 
less. Have at least the number of needs as players per team. Repeat needs if needed. 

Place each team’s items in front of their line. The first player in line is the Good Samaritan. 
The second is the needy person. Each Good Samaritan puts the jacket on the needy person, 
hands him the food, and bandages his arm. Then the Good Samaritan runs to the chalkboard, 
says the key verse to an adult helper, and erases one need. At the same time, the needy per- 
son is removing the items put on him. The needy person is now the Good Samaritan and per- 
son three in line is a needy person. 

Help Needed 

( 8 minutes) 

When we help someone in need, it is the same as if we were doing it for Jesus himself. 

Say the key verse together to emphasize this point. Then display the first frame of the Overhead 
Master 6 by covering the other pictures with the papers. God wants us to care for other people 
and help them when they have a need. What are some of the needs the person in this pic- 
ture has? Who can tell me a way to meet one of his/her needs? Print on the lines below 
each scene ways to help. Continue by discussing all the scenes. Allow as many children as possible 
to participate. 

Ask the children to suggest needs people may have that they know. Discuss with them how 
they might respond to the needs. Ask them how they would feel if they had that need in their 
lives. 
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Items Needed 

• Jacket, 
boxed food 
item and 
bandage 
wrap (or 
long strip of 
cloth) for 
each team 

• Chalkboard 
and chalk 


Items Needed 

• Transparency 


made from 
Overhead 

Master 6: 



Help Needed 

Scenes 

• Two sheets 
of paper 

• Transparency 
marker 

• Overhead 
projector 

95 
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Items Needed 

• Two copies of 
the script 

• Two chairs 

• Lunch box 
with bologna 
sandwich, 
orange, carrot 
sticks, six 
chocolate chip 
cookies, and 
plastic knife 



Food Fractions 

(5-7 minutes) 

Before the session begins, pick two boys or two girls who are good readers and have them 
read over the script. 

The setting is a school yard at lunch time. One student is sitting alone without a lunch. He 
is moving a stick, as though drawing in the sand, ignoring what is going on around him. A 
student with a lunch walks onto the stage area. 

STUDENT 1: Hi, my name’s (uses real name). What’s yours? 

(Student 2: looks up and says real name ) 

STUDENT 1: May I sit here? 

STUDENT 2 (shrugs his shoulders ): I guess. 

STUDENT 1 (sits down): Is this your first day at this school? 

STUDENT 2: Yeah. 

STUDENT 1: Where did you come from? 

STUDENT 2: We lived in (name of another state). 

STUDENT 1: I’m glad you’re here. (She opens lunch and looks at it.) Oh boy, I just love 
carrot sticks. It looks like I have a baloney sandwich again. (Turns to Student 2.) What do you 
have for lunch? 

STUDENT 2: Oh, I don’t need lunch. I had a big breakfast. 

STUDENT 1: You seemed to be having trouble with fractions today. 

STUDENT 2: Yeah. I hate math. 

STUDENT 1: Well, why don’t I help you — I’ll use my lunch. 

STUDENT 2: What does math have to do with lunch? 

STUDENT 1: Well, if I give you two-fourths of my sandwich, how much of the sandwich 
would that be? (He gives sandwich and plastic knife to Student 2.) 

STUDENT 2: Well, let’s see. Fourths means four, so I guess I would cut it into four pieces, 
right? (He begins to cut it.) 

STUDENT 1: Right! Then how many pieces would you take to make two-fourths? 

STUDENT 2: Two? 

STUDENT 1: Exactly! Then I get the other two. 

(Student 2 hands two of the pieces to Student 1, and keeps the other two himself.) 

STUDENT 1 (takes out his cookies ): Now here are six cookies. Take half of them. 

STUDENT 2: One-half (pauses)... half of six would be three. 

STUDENT 1 (hands three cookies to Student 2): You’re doing great! 

STUDENT 2 (smiles): Thanks for helping me. 

STUDENT 1: That’s what friends are for! After we finish eating lunch, (calls Student 2 by 
name), I’ll introduce you to some of my friends. 
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What need did the new student have? How did the other student help meet this need? 

►(§) Why didn’t Student #/ just give food to the new student? Just as Student #1 

helped meet someone’s need, God wants us to help others when we notice they have a 
need. 


Activity Sheets 

(10 minutes) 

See “How to Use Young Explorers” for suggestions on how to use Activity Sheets. 


“Doing Your Part” 
Session 1 1. Sheet 1 


“Meet The Needs” “Good Samaritan Press” 

Session 1 1. Sheet 2 Session 1 1. Sheet 3 




Good Samaritan Press 

Highlights 

J^vgto&ljihive 

"KwtGracfe 

ftra&s 

: ■ Local child 
gels Governor’s 

her courageous 
efforts » help a 
. vjcti&'of ging 
violence.. 

Tbnw’s Tbp Storv: 

to be a Good Samaritan 

WHO? (Name of peraon you know who has a need.) 


WHAT? (What is the person’s need?) 


HOW? (How will you help meet that need?) 


WHY? (Why should you help meet the need?) 


1 

1 • 

1 ■ 

for one of the least of these., .you did for me. Matthew 25:40 


Larger copies of the answer sheets are provided on page 162. 


Items Needed 

• Pencils, mark- 
ers, crayons 

• Copies of 
Activity 
Sheets 11-1 to 

11-3 
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SESSION 12 

Be Alert! 

WATCHFUL SERVANTS 


Bible Text 

Mark 13:32-37; Luke 12:35-48 

Session Key Verse 

Let us not become weary in doing good, for... we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 
Galatians 6:9 

Session Goals 

Today each child will — 

— h§) learn that those who continue serving as they wait for Jesus to return will be rewarded 
— Hi) explore how he can keep serving God 

■t comes as no surprise that we live in a fast-paced society. This may 
■ be familiar: You grab a cereal bar to eat in the car as you rush the 
1 kids to school, then speed toward your workplace. After school, you 
have just enough time to pick up the kids and get them to soccer prac- 
tice. Since you don’t have time to cook supper, you go to a fast-food 
restaurant and pick up fried chicken dinners with too much fat and 
salt to be healthy. 

Are you weary in doing good — or just weary? Are you facing a 
harvest of good works or a harvest of no eternal value? 

To be sure your time is being spent as God desires, it may be 
helpful to review your activities each morning, being sure things like personal devotions, fam- 
ily devotions, time with family, and time in God’s service are at the top of your daily list. God 
will hold us accountable for how we spend our time. Faithful followers who continue to serve 
Him will be rewarded. Those who become weary and are not faithful to continue serving Him 
will be punished. 

Unit Key Verse 

Let us learn together what is good. Job 34:4 
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Ayr' Jxplorer Orientation 

OPENING ACTIVITY AND PRAISE 


At this time, collect the food items the children brought for the family they have adopted, 
(from last week’s Adopt- A-Family activity). Remind the children that last Sunday they learned 
about helping needy people. Let a few volunteers share about any help they were able to give 
a needy person this past week. 


Don’t Quit! 

(5 minutes) 

Ask the children to raise their hands if they think they are healthy. Exercise helps us stay 
healthy, and it can help show us how healthy we are. 

Let the children move out from their chairs to an empty area of the room. Show them how to do 
jumping jacks: Start with both feet together and your hands down at your side. Then you 
jump and land with your feet apart and your hands above your head. On the next jump, 
you land with your feet together and your hands down at your side. 

Start slowly and increase the pace. Tell the children they can stop and sit down whenever 
they get tired. When over half of the children have stopped, stop your jumping jacks. 

We were doing something that is good for us— exercise, but some of us became weary, 
or tired, doing it. Sometimes, we get tired of doing things even if they are good things to 
do. We can’t always quit just because we become weary though. 

Hold up an interesting book. If you get tired, or weary, of learning how to read and you 
quit, you’ll never be able to read. 

Hold up a $1, $5, and $10 dollar bill. If you get weary of learning math and quit, you won’t 
know whether you get the right amount of money back when you buy something. People 
could cheat you. 

Learning these things are all good things that we must not stop doing even if 
we get tired of doing them. There is something even more important than all these that we 
must not stop doing, even if we become tired of doing it. Does anyone know what it is? Let 
children give answers until someone mentions living for God or something similar. Sometimes we 
may even get tired of doing the good things Jesus wants us to, but getting tired is not a rea- 
son to quit living for God. 


Giving Time 

(3 minutes) 

Allow the children to participate in a time of giving to the Lord. You might want them to 
give an offering or participate individually in a special ministry. 
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Items Weeded 

•A $1, $5, and 
$10 bill and a 
children’s 
book 


(rl 

99 


Items Needed 

• Young 
Explorers 
Music CD 


Items Needed 

• Watch 


km 

100 




Maw 


Praise 

(10 minutes) 

Use the following suggested song from the Young Explorers Music CD: “Ready Or Not.” 
Add songs of your own choosing for leading the children in a time of praise. Lead in prayer 
for this week’s study. 



Announcements And Skit 

(5 minutes) 

Give announcements and any guidelines you have for the children to follow during this 
time. Use the optional skit titled, “Be Alert!” found on page 138. 

Alphabet Places 

(8-10 minutes) 

Seat the children in a circle. Jesus can come at any time. No one knows when He will 
return so it is important for us to be watchful and make sure we are not “sleeping on the 
job” when He returns. We’re going to play a game naming places we might be when Jesus 
comes. 

Begin the game by holding the watch and saying, “Jesus can come at any time. He might 
come when I am on an airplane.” Then pass the watch to the child next to you. He should 
repeat the words Jesus can come at any time. Then he should name a place he could be when 
Jesus could come that starts with the letter B. Repeat the procedure with each letter of the 
alphabet. 



(10 minutes) 

•Mark 13:32-37; Luke 12:35-48 

(Optional: The professor should have rumpled hair, wire glasses down on his nose, shirt and 
pants that don’t match, and a sweater or coat that is buttoned wrong.) 

The absent-minded professor will interrupt the Bible lesson several times. 
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1. Servants Given Jobs To Do (Mark 13) 

Jesus told a parable about a man who went on a long trip. He gave each of his servants a 
job to do and put them in charge of his entire house. He didn’t tell the servants when he 
would return. They had to keep busy taking care of everything and be watching for the 
master’s return. The master didn’t want to find them “sleeping on the job.” That means he 
wanted them to be faithful to keep doing their jobs and not be goofing off. 

Absent-minded professor comes in holding up a large pocket watch. He shouts “Watch!” as 
he walks through the room. Each time he comes in, it should be from a different direction. 

He never reacts to anyone else in the room. Stop telling the Bible lesson and watch the pro- 
fessor until he leaves the room. Then continue the lesson as if nothing has happened. 

2. Servants Left In Charge (Luke 12) 

In another parable, Jesus told about a man who left his servants in charge while he went 
to a wedding. Those servants were to watch and wait for their master’s return. They were 
to take care of things while he was away. If they “slept” on the job, the master might 
return suddenly when they did not expect it and find them not working. 

The professor returns, holding his hand above his eyes as if he is looking a long way off. He 
shouts, “Watch!” as he goes through the room looking here and there. Stop the lesson and 
watch until he leaves the room. Then continue as if nothing has happened. 

3. The Meaning Of Luke’s Parable 

Jesus did a lot of His teaching through parables. Who can remind us what a parable is? 

After the answer is given, the professor enters carrying a large, opened dictionary, reading as he 
walks: “par’ uh buhl, noun, 1 . a short allegorical story designed to illustrate or teach some truth, 
religious principle, or moral lesson. 2. a statement or comment that conveys a meaning indirectly 
by the use of comparison, analogy, or the like.” At end of definition, he exits. Continue as if noth- 
ing happened. 

When Peter asked Jesus who the parable was for, Jesus told him it was for all His follow- 
ers. Anyone who is faithful to do good while he waits for Jesus to return is like a wise ser- 
vant who is faithful to keep doing the jobs his master assigned to him. Just as the master 
will reward his servant, God will reward us if we are faithful to do good while waiting for 
His return. Those followers who decide to stop doing good and turn from God will be pun- 
ished. 

►(§) The professor comes in with several small balls in his hands. He shouts, 

“Watch!” then quickly, yet gently, tosses a ball to one of the children. He continues until the 
balls are gone, then exits. Continue as if nothing happened. 

4. Life Application 

Justin and Cory’s mother told them to wash the breakfast dishes and clean their rooms 


Items Needed 

• Bible 

• Large pocket 
watch (you can 
make one out 
of Styrofoam™ 
or construction 
paper if an 
actual one is 
not available) 

• Large diction- 
ary 

•Balls 

• Toy rifle (if not 
available, make 
one out of 
cardboard) 

• Costume for an 
absent-minded 
professor - 
(optional) 
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while she planted flowers in the garden. She wanted them to be finished when she 
returned so they could go to the zoo. 

Cory started to stack the dishes, then heard his favorite cartoon on TV. After looking at 
it several times when it sounded interesting, he finally decided he would do his work after 
the cartoon. Justin had a new library book. He was eager to start reading it. Mom was out- 
side; the work could wait awhile. 

When Cory’s cartoon was over, Justin was just getting to an exciting part in the book. He 
didn’t want to stop. “Mom’s going to be coming inside soon,” Cory said. “I don’t want to 
get in trouble. Come on, Justin. We’d better get busy with the dishes.” 

“Later.” Justin turned the page in his book. 

The professor comes in, shouts “Watch!,” and goes to each window or door. He peeks out 
as if he is keeping watch. Then he exits. Continue the lesson as if nothing happened. 

Cory went to his room. It was a disaster. It will take days to clean this! he thought. 
Where do I start? He picked up dirty clothes and put them in the hamper. Then as he start- 
ed on the toys, he picked up a comic book. He opened it and looked at the first page. He 
was tired of cleaning, so he sat on the floor, totally involved in the comic book. 

The professor enters with a toy rifle over his shoulder, shouting, “Watch!” and marching 
back and forth at the front of the room. After two or three times of marching, he again 
shouts, “Watch!” and exits. Resume the story as if nothing happened. 

Justin was just finishing chapter two when he heard his mother putting her garden tools 
away in the garage! He jumped up and ran to look for Cory. They both rushed to the 
kitchen. Justin was just starting to run water in the sink when their mother came into the 
house. 

What do you think will happen when their mother finds out Justin and Cory haven't 
been doing what she told them to do? How could Justin and Cory have earned their 
reward? Allow discussion. 

Jesus will return when we least expect it. Read Mark 13:32,33. We need to be found 
doing what Jesus has told us to do when He returns. Otherwise Jesus may come and catch 

►(§) us “sleeping on the job.” If we are faithful to keep doing God’s work, we will be 

rewarded. What is our reward? Allow responses. The Bible tells us when Jesus returns, He 
will bring His reward with Him. We will be rewarded according to the work we’ve done 
for Him. The punishment for those who get tired of working and quit may be the disap- 
pointment of receiving little while watching others receiving great rewards. 

The professor who came in and out during our Bible lesson has reminded us of some- 
thing very important. What is it? To watch for Jesus’ return. How do we watch for Jesus’ 
return? If we keep doing the work He has given us to do because we love Him, we are 
watching for Him. Be alert! Watch for Jesus’ return and serve Him every day. 
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Prayer 

(10 minutes) 


Does this ever describe you? You get tired of going to Sunday School and church. You get 
tired of reading your Bible and praying every day. Sometimes you just want to quit it all 
and do what all the other kids do. Living for God takes effort just as anything worthwhile 
takes effort. Athletes don’t become sports stars by sitting on the couch watching TV. They 
work hard to improve their game, and their efforts are rewarded. Being obedient, learning 
about God, loving Him, and being true to Him is your assigned task. If you feel weary of 
your task, come to Jesus today and ask Him to help you stay alert and obedient to Him. 

Does this describe you? You have never accepted Jesus and you are not watching for His 
return. You probably hope He won’t return because if He does, you will be left behind. 
Your punishment will be eternal separation from God. 

Please close your eyes. If you fit either of those descriptions, you can change that today 
by asking Jesus to come into your life and forgive your sins. This is your chance to make 
sure you’re on the alert when Jesus returns. Raise your hand if you want to accept Jesus as 
your Savior today or if you are sorry you have either quit watching for Him or have wanted 
to quit. If you want to makes changes in your life, ask Jesus for help. 

Lead the group in prayer asking God to help the children be strong so they can keep serv- 
ing Him as they watch for Jesus’ return. Pray that the children will be faithful to do the things 
God wants them to do. Pray individually with any who want to receive Jesus as Savior. (See 
page 8 for guidance.) Emphasize the great love God has for us that caused Him to offer us sal- 
vation. Follow up with encouragement for new converts. 


Which Words? 

(5 minutes) 

Begin music. We have a job to do— learn today’s key verse. But let’s not become weary! 
Since it is land of long, we’ll say it by halves. Half of you will say the first part, and the 
other half the second part. I will end by saying where it’s found in the Bible. Make two 
groups, the first saying, “Let us not become weary in doing good,” and the second saying, “for.. .we 
will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” Say the verse this way a few times. 

Now I am going to write the verse on the chalkboard. By the way, my memory may not 
be so good this morning. If I write a word that is not supposed to be in the verse, will you 
help me by pointing it out to me and telling me the right word that goes there? Print the 
verse on the chalkboard, putting an incorrect word about every three words or so. The children are 
to detect these wrong words and tell you the correct words. At the end of the first time through, 


Items Needed 

• Bible 

• Music tape or 
CD 

• Cassette or 
CD player 

• Chalkboard 
and chalk 
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say, “Oh, I get it now,” and then proceed to write the verse again, making different mistakes. Do 
this until you feel the children can say the verse well. 


Items Needed 

• Boy and girl 
puppets (If 
you don’t have 
a puppet stage 
as part of your 
Children’s 
Church, you 
can make one 
from a large 
cardboard 
appliance 
box.) 





CLOSING ACTIVITIES 


Curious Puppets 

(5 minutes) 

As you are just finishing another activity, the boy puppet comes out and interrupts. 

BOY: Hey, what are you doing? 

LEADER: I’m finishing up [name activity ). Do you realize you’re interrupting? 

BOY: Well, I just wanted to know what’s going on. If you’re having a lesson, I want to learn 
too. What’s the lesson about this week? 

LEADER: It’s about watching for Jesus’ return and being alert. Do you know what alert is? 
BOY: Of course, (sing-songy) I’m a lert, you’re a lert, we’re all lerts. Oh yeah! 

LEADER: You don’t have a clue, do you? 

BOY ( hanging his head ): Not really. 

GIRL [popping up): I know! I know! 

BOY: You know what? 

GIRL: I know what the word alert means. 

BOY: You think you’re so smart. So what does it mean? 

GIRL: It means to pay attention, be ready, don’t be lazy. 

LEADER: That’s right. 

BOY: How did you know that? 

GIRL: By being alert and paying attention. (She looks at the audience.) You may now 
applaud my intelligence. (She takes a bow.) 

BOY: Give me a break. 

GIRL: You wouldn’t need a break if you were alert. Watch and be faithful — that’s my motto. 
BOY: AHHH! (He shakes his head in frustration.) 

GIRL (to leader ): It’s good to be alert, right? That’s what the lesson is about, isn’t it? 
LEADER: Yes, but it’s about more than that. 

GIRL: I know! It’s about not becoming tired of doing good and serving Jesus. Right? 
LEADER: That’s right. Jesus wants us to keep doing our work for Him. 

GIRL: I do that. 

BOY: How are you serving Him? 

GIRL (yelling ): By not knocking your block off when you bother me! 
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Larger 
copies of 
the answer 
sheets are 
provided 
on page 

162 . 


LEADER: Calm down. I’m sure God is glad you don’t hit anyone, but He wants us to love 
one another too. 

BOY: Even your sister? 

LEADER: Yes, especially your sister. 


Thumbs-Up Quiz 

(8 minutes) 

Our key verse today says we shouldn’t become weary in doing good. What are some 
good things God wants us to do? Allow a few children to give responses. Now we’re going to 
check to see how well you know some of the good things we should do as Christians. If a 
statement is a good thing God wants us to do, give a thumbs-up sign. If a statement is not a 
good thing God wants us to do, give a thumbs-down sign. 

After reading each statement and allowing the children to indicate their answers, share the 
correct answer and discuss the statement if you feel it is needed. 

Jesus wants me to come to church to learn about Him. (thumbs up) 

Jesus wants me to be kind to my brother or sister, (thumbs up) 

Jesus wants me to talk to my friends during Children’s Church, (thumbs down) 

Jesus wants me to tell others about Him. (thumbs up) 

Jesus wants me to help others when they have a need, (thumbs up) 

Jesus wants me to be proud about all the good things I do. (thumbs down) 

Jesus wants me to eat only vegetables on Sundays, (thumbs down) 

Jesus wants me to always tell the truth, (thumbs up) 

Activity Sheets 

(8-10 minutes) 

See “How to Use Young Explorers” for suggestions on how to use Activity Sheets. 


“Picture Clues” 

“Keep Doing Good Things” 

“Z Mania” 

Session 12. Sheet 1 

Session 12, Sheet 2 

Session 12. Sheet 3 

PICTURE CLUES 


KEEP DOING GOOD THINGS 
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Items Needed 

• List of state- 
ments (Use the 
list here or 
make your 
own to fit your 
particular 
group.) 


Items Needed 

• Pencils, mark- 
ers, crayons 

• Copies of 
Activity 
Sheets 12-1 to 

12-3 


irl 
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SESSION 13 

Be tody! 

WISE AND FOOLISH VIRGINS 


Bible Text 

Matthew 25:1-13 

Session Key Verse 

Be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 

Luke 12:40 

Session Goals 

Today each child will — 

►© learn that the wise virgins were rewarded for their readiness while the foolish were 

rejected 

►© eagerly await Jesus’ coming 

S uppose you decide to take a couple of weeks off from leading Children’s Church. One of the 
assistants for Children’s Church will lead the group in your absence. You are really looking 
forward to attending the adult service for a change. 

Early Sunday morning, you wake to a phone call saying your assistant is sick. You get up to 
prepare at least some for the Children’s Church session. Instead, you spend the time trying to 
find your misplaced Leader Guide. You arrive at church unprepared. 

Has this ever happened to you? Have you tried to lead a room full of energetic children, 
who eagerly await all the interesting events of Children’s Church, totally unprepared? It’s 
impossible. The children won’t sit quietly while you read what is supposed to happen next. 
Austin will be chasing Michael. Kevin will be pinching Marissa. The noise level will rise, and 
so on. 

Being ready is important in everyday life as well as being ready in our spiritual life. We all 
must be ready for the most glorious event of our lives— Jesus’ coming. 


Unit Key Verse 

Let us learn together what is good. Job 34:4 
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ii^ Explorer Orientation 

OPENING ACTIVITY AND PRAISE 


What A Day That Will Be! 

(5 minutes) 

What would make a terrific day for you? Answers might include getting to play all day, not 
having to go to school, going to an amusement park, getting to eat all the ice cream and candy you 
want, etc. Write a short phrase on the chalkboard for each answer given. 

A day is coming for Christians that will be so wonderful that nothing we have suggested 
can compare. Draw a circle around the phrases on the chalkboard. It is even better 
than all these things combined! But to be able to be a part of this very special day, we have 
to be ready. We’ll learn more about being ready later in the session. 


«K9 

Items Needed 

• Chalkboard 

• Chalk 


Giving Time 

(3 minutes) 

Allow the children to participate in a time of giving to the Lord. You might want them to 
give an offering or participate individually in a special ministry. 


Praise 

(10 minutes) 

Use the following suggested song from the Young Explorers Music CD: “Ready Or Not.” 
Add songs of your own choosing for leading in a time of praise. Lead in prayer. 



Items Needed 

• Young 
Explorers 
Music CD 


Announcements And Skit 

(5 minutes) 

Give announcements and any guidelines you have for the children to follow during this 
time. Use the optional skit titled, “Be Ready!” found on page 139. 

Trumpet Call 

(5 minutes) 

Choose two volunteers (or more if you wish) to help you. Both volunteers are to put on the 
shirts and sit on chairs facing the audience. 
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Items Weeded 



• Horn or a 
recording of 
one 

• Two large 
shirts 

• Two large pairs 
of shoes 

• Signs for the 
shirts that say 
“Heart right 
with God” 

• Signs for the 
shoes that say 
“Doing what 
God wants.” 


Items Weeded 

• Bible 

• Two half- 
sheets of 
paper 

• Transparency 
made from 
Overhead 

Master 7: 

Wedding 

Parable 
Picture cut 
apart into 
three separate 
pictures 

• Transparency 
pen 

• Overhead 
projector 

• Moistened 
paper towel 

108 




When you hear a horn blow, I want you to jump up and run as fast as you can to (a par- 
ticular point in the room.) There’s one catch— you must wear your shirt and shoes. 

Have someone prepared to blow the horn or play the recording of one when you give the signal. 

Remember our lesson about the seeds, where some seeds began to grow, but then wor- 
ries and pleasures of this life grew up and choked out the plants? That can be like some 
people who have accepted Jesus as their Savior. They truly love Him, but after a while 
other things begin to be more important to them. They get involved in sports or work or 
TV or computers or some other things and they let go of their relationship with Jesus. 

They kind of relax their spiritual life. One volunteer should slowly take off the shoes and the 
shirt, lay the shirt on top of the shoes, and slouch in the chair. They may stop reading their 
Bibles because there’s no time. Then gradually they don’t pray anymore. They may even 
stop going to church because they would rather sleep late or because it interferes with one 
of their other activities. God is choked out of their lives. Signal for horn. 

*® You saw for yourselves that only the one who was ready made it to the goal. 

We must stay ready. We must keep hold of Jesus if we want the reward that is waiting for 
us. 




BIBLE LESSON 


(10 minutes) 

•Matthew 25:1-13 

Prior to the session, draw rays of light radiating from the lamps on pictures 1 and 2 of the 
Overhead Master 7 using the transparency pen. 

Last week we learned a parable about servants being ready for their master’s return by 
continuing to work and not “sleeping on the job.” How does that compare with us and 
God? Allow responses. Review the main idea that we are to keep doing the things Jesus wants us 
to do. Jesus also told this parable. 

1. The Ten Virgins 

Everyone was in a flurry about the big wedding that night. The bridegroom, the man 
who was getting married, was coming from another part of town. Ten of the bride’s friends 
had come to be a part of the wedding. When the groom’s arrival was announced, the 10 
women were to go to meet him and light the way to the wedding. There were no street- 
lights or flashlights back then. 
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2. The Long Wait 


Display pictures 1 and 2 of Overhead Master 7: Wedding Parable Pictures on the overhead pro- 
jector. The 1 0 young women waited together for the groom. They each brought their lamps. 
Five of them brought extra oil for their lamps. Why do you think they brought extra oil? 
They wanted to make sure they had light ready for the bridegroom’s coming. They were 
wise. 

At first, the women probably spent the time talking with each other. As it got later in 
the night and the bridegroom still didn’t come, the 10 young women fell asleep. 

3. The Dilemma Of The Five 

Suddenly at midnight someone yelled, “The bridegroom is coming!” The women woke 
up and quickly attended to their lamps so they could see to meet the bridegroom and light 
his way. Because of the long wait, all 1 0 lamps were running out of oil. The five women 
who had brought extra oil quickly filled their lamps. The other five women asked the five 
who had brought oil if they could have some of their oil. But the young women who had 
brought extra oil didn’t bring enough for everyone else too. Using the moistened paper towel, 
remove the light rays from the lamps of the five foolish women. 

The five wise women told the others to go quickly and buy oil from the market. The five 
without oil rushed to the market to buy more oil. Remove picture 2. 

4. The Consequences 

The five women who were ready with their lamps went out to meet the bridegroom. 
Then they walked with the groom to the place of the wedding celebration, Place picture 3 
on the overhead projector, and they all went inside. Remove picture 1 . 

When the five other women came back from buying oil for their lamps, they went to the 
' * ” place and knocked on the door. Place picture 2 on the overhead projector. They were 



too late. They were not allowed to go in for the wedding. These women were 
foolish because they had not made sure to be ready for the bridegroom’s arrival. 


5. Will We Be Wise Or Foolish? 


This parable teaches us how important it is for us to be ready for Jesus’ coming. 
Christians are like the young women in this parable. We have been invited to a wedding in 
heaven. Like the women waiting for the bridegroom’s coming, we are waiting for Jesus so 
we can go to the wedding in heaven with Him. 

We can be like the five wise women who made sure they were ready for His coming, or 
we can be like the five who were foolish. The wise women were rewarded for being 
ready; the foolish women were rejected. Those who are ready for Jesus’ coming will be 
rewarded with eternal life. The ones who are not ready will be rejected. 


►(§) How can we be ready for Jesus’ return? Allow discussion. The first thing we 
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must do is to ask Jesus to forgive our sins and invite Him into our lives. Then we must 
keep our hearts right with Him by praying, reading the Bible, and obeying Him every day. 
Make sure you are ready when Jesus returns. 

Lead the children in prayer. 



Prayer 

(10 minutes) 

It will be exciting when Jesus comes back for those who have stayed ready and takes 
them to heaven with Him. Do you want to make sure you’re ready when Jesus returns? No 
one really wants to be like the five foolish women who were rejected in the parable. 

The first step to being ready for Jesus’ return is to admit you are a sinner. Then believe 
Jesus is God’s Son who died for your sins, confess your sins, and ask Him to forgive you. 
Would you like to make that decision today? Pray individually with each child who responds. 
( See page 8 for guidance .1 Encourage him each week as he grows spiritually by praying and reading 
God’s Word daily. 

If you have asked Jesus into your life, maybe you need to check to be sure you are still 
ready and waiting for His return. If you have let things come into your life that take your 
time and keep you from reading your Bible and praying every day, it would be hard for you 
to be ready for His return. If you have sinned or grown cold in your relationship with 
Jesus, you can tell Him you’re sorry and make things right today. 

Lead the group in prayer, asking God to help each of the children be ready for that wonder- 
ful day when Jesus will return. Ask God to forgive them and help them know when their 
hearts are not right with Him. Close by thanking God for the assurance that Jesus will soon 
return for us. 


Items Needed 

• Bible 


Phrase By Phrase 

(5-7 minutes) 

Can anyone tell me what the word “ expect ” means? Allow responses. Expect means to 
know something is going to happen. For example, we all expect to get presents at 
Christmas and on our birthdays. 

The key verse for this session is about expecting Jesus to come. It says, “Be ready, 
because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him” (Luke 12:40). 
What does that mean? Allow responses. We need to be ready because Jesus will return 
when we don’t expect Him. We can be sure that Jesus will return, we just don’t know 
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when. That’s why it’s so important for us to make sure we’re ready at all times. 

Teach the children the verse in phrases. Suggested divisions are: Be ready, / because the 
Son of Man / will come at an hour / when you do not expect him. / Luke 12:40. After the 
children can say each phrase confidently, add the next phrase to it. After the whole verse is 
learned, repeat it together a few times. 

What are you going to do so you can go with Jesus when He returns? The children 
should answer “Be ready!” 

Don’t forget— be ready! 




A Wonderful Future 

(5 minutes) 

Draw a circle on the chalkboard. While we are still living on earth, we may have to face 
many bad things. What are some of the bad things here on earth? Write the children’s sug- 
gestions in the middle of the circle. Some suggestions may be murder, sadness, earthquakes, and 
pain. 

Draw the outline of a cloud on the chalkboard. Heaven is much different than earth. It is a 
wonderful place beyond our greatest imaginations. What are some of the good things in 
heaven? Write the children’s suggestions in the cloud. Some suggestions may be love, happiness, 
and Jesus. 

When Jesus returns to earth, He is coming to take those who love Him and are ready for 
His return back to heaven with Him. Then all the bad things of earth will be gone forever. 
When things seem bad or people hurt or disappoint us or a loved person dies, we have 
hope. Everything will be made right in heaven. 

Erase the circle and the items written inside. 

Review Game 

(8-10 minutes) 

Divide the group into two teams. Alternate asking team members review questions. For 
each question answered correctly, the team receives a point. When a team wins a point, tape 
one oil can to the chalkboard to keep score. The team with the most oil cans at the end wins. 
Possible review questions are listed below: 

1 . What did a woman pour on Jesus’ feet to show her gratitude to Jesus? (perfume) 

2. What parable teaches us to hear and obey God’s Word? (the parable of the Seed and the 
Sower) 


Items Needed 

• Eraser 

• Chalkboard 
and chalk 


Items Needed 

• 20 or more 
oil cans 
made from 
poster board 

• List of review 
questions 
from previous 
lessons 

• Masking tape 
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3. The parable of the rich man and Lazarus teaches us that choices we make are important. 
Why are they important? (Choices can affect where we spend eternity) 

4. Which parable teaches us that God is always ready to forgive us for wrongs we have 
done? (The Prodigal Son) 

5. What parable teaches us that God wants us to care for the needs of others? (The Good 
Samaritan) 

6. What must we do to be ready when Jesus returns? (Keep our hearts right with Him by 
reading the Bible, praying, and obeying Him) 


Items Needed 

• Pencils, 
markers, 
crayons 

• Copies of 
Activity 
Sheets 13-1 to 


Activity Sheets 

(10 minutes) 

See “How to Use Young Explorers" for suggestions on how to use Activity Sheets. 


“The Reward” 
Session 13, Sheet 1 


“Secret Calendar Message” “Be Ready!” 

Session 13, Sheet 2 Session 13. Sheet 3 



Larger copies of the answer sheets are provided on page 163. 


Life's Classroom (Lessons From The Parables) Session 13: Be Ready! 

© 2006 Gospel Publishing House, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802 
Permission to duplicate this page for classroom use only. 


Training 

EFFECTIVE STORYTELLING 

By Lorraine Mastrorio 


W hat is a story? Before we define 
what a story is, let’s define what 
a story isn’t. A story is not a 
report of information, not a series of descrip- 
tions, nor a vehicle for exhortation, nor a 
haphazard relating of characters — their deci- 
sions and actions. A story is a narrative of 
true or imaginary persons and events that 
form a vitally related whole, so presented as 
to arouse and sustain interest until the con- 
flict reaches a satisfactory conclusion. In 
Children’s Church, the stories are true 
accounts from the Bible or valuable life- 
application stories. 

Two mistakes leaders may make in 
preparing and presenting a Bible lesson are 
to assume the children already know the 
outcome of the Bible account and to neglect 
to make the story “theirs.” This means 
storytellers tell the account exactly as it is 
written in the leader’s guide without any 
personal research. They often tell the Bible 
account or life-application story with no 
preparation at all. 

What are some ways to better prepare 
and present a Bible account or life-applica- 
tion story? First, recognize a story must have 
suspense to captivate and sustain children’s 
imagination and interest. The following 


preparation method will result in immediate 
improvement in dramatic presentation. 

Begin to make the account “yours” by 
reading it through twice. Then read the 
Bible passage from two different translations, 
noticing interesting details. Think about the 
account. How does it relate to the session’s 
objective? What do I want to say with the 
story? How can I make its characters more 
vivid? How does the plot/action begin, then 
accelerate? What are the transitions between 
events? How powerful is the climax? How 
does the account end? 

Then record your presentation, reading 
aloud the Bible account as it appears in the 
Leader Guide. Now listen to yourself. On 
scratch paper answer these questions: 

Where did I pause? Why? What emotions 
did my voice communicate? How did I help 
build suspense toward the climax? Was my 
pace clear and deliberate? Did the conclu- 
sion tie in all the loose ends? From this eval- 
uation, you will probably discover you need 
more practice before the story is really 
“yours.” 

Now do some research using a Bible dic- 
tionary, atlas, or handbook. Find out more 
about the actual setting of the Bible account. 
Note facts that enhance the sight, sound, 
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smell, taste, and feeling of the story. Stick to 
the facts so as not to embellish a Bible 
account. For example, if the account is from 
Matthew 8 about Jesus’ calming the storm, 
jot down facts about the Sea of Galilee, typi- 
cal fishing boats of that time, and kinds of 
fish usually caught. Add plausible insight like 
how the fish might have tasted when cooked 
on an open fire or how water was bailed 
from a sinking boat. 

Record the account a second time; only 
this time make the story really “yours.” 
Remember the opening of a story should be 
like the shot of a gun for a race. It gets 
things going right away, but it does not give 
away the ending. Listeners are won or lost 
within the first minute. 

Follow along with the guide, but insert 
your researched details in action-packed sen- 
tences. Pretend the children are in front of 
you. Get involved in the action and bring 
the children along. Vary your voice to inter- 
pret the characters and their actions. 

Play the recording. You may want to make 
index cards to help you recall details, write 
notes in the margin of the leader’s guide, or 
just make mental notes. Whether you prac- 


tice more or not, from now on this particular 
account will always be “yours” when you 
tell it. 

In the actual presentation during 
Children’s Church, ask God’s blessing. You 
must be reverent in presenting the account 
as God’s Word, but you can still be humor- 
ous. Be sincere by showing you know the 
account and you believe it. Be imaginative 
because children “see” stories more than 
they hear stories. Be wholehearted or else 
the story is not worth your telling it. Be 
yourself because you’re best at it. 

Be sure the children understand the “lis- 
tening rules.” Arrange the seats in semicir- 
cles close enough to you so each child can 
clearly see and hear you. Establish a sense of 
intimacy while telling the account by making 
eye contact with each child, by mentioning a 
child’s name, by asking for brief responses or 
repeating interesting words or phrases. Read 
the children’s faces and adjust your tone of 
voice or pace to accommodate their atten- 
tion span. Let your face reflect your words 
and your heart. The more “alive” you make 
the Bible account, the more likely the chil- 
dren are to understand it and remember it. 
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Games/Object lessons 


Children love activity! Whether you have 
a small or large group, games can add excite- 
ment and give the children a break in an oth- 
erwise non-physical morning. Meet this chal- 
lenge by using children’s natural love for 
activity to review the session concepts or to 
memorize and understand the key verse. 

Encourage the children to display sports- 
manlike conduct at all times. Competition 
can be stressful for young children, so down- 
play the competitive aspect of games and pro- 
mote the importance of each child’s doing his 
or her best. When playing team games, try to 
make teams evenly matched — physically, 
mentally, socially, gender, etc. 

When church runs long, fill the gap with 
one of the games below, or use them in 
review activities. We hope these will be 
adaptable to your church size and budget. 

Nerf Ball Toss 

Have children stand or sit in a circle. The 
leader stands in the middle and tosses a 
Nerf® ball to a child. The child catching the 
ball must say the key verse or answer a 
review question. After answering, the child 
exchanges places with the leader and tosses 
the ball to another child who will say the 
verse or answer a question. 

If you don’t have a Nerf® ball, any small 
item that won’t hurt a child can be used. 



This game is played using the rules from a 


child’s Pictionary® game. If you do not have 
one of these games, use a 60 -second egg 
timer or your watch to time each child. 

Select two teams. 

Ask one child from a team to come to the 
front. Secretly give that child a Bible charac- 
ter or subject that can be drawn on the 
chalkboard or on an overhead transparency. 
Have him draw that character or subject. (He 
cannot use numbers or proper names in his 
drawings.) Let that child’s team take turns 
trying to guess the object or person drawn. 
When the timer runs out, the opposing team 
gets one guess. The team with the first cor- 
rect answer receives the point. Alternate 
between teams. 

Marching Squares 

Place numbered construction paper 
squares on the floor in a large circle. Number 
slips of paper to correspond to the numbers 
on the floor and put them in a bowl. 

Children walk around the circle stepping on 
numbered squares while the leader plays 
marching music on a cassette player. When 
the leader stops the music, he picks a num- 
ber from the bowl. The player standing on 
that number must say the key verse or 
answer a question related to the lesson. 

Half And Half 

Write out on slips of paper several Bible 
verses related to the lesson. You might use 
key verses for the quarter as a review. Cut 
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each verse in half. Give each child half a 
verse and have the child find the person with 
the other half of his verse. When all children 
have found a partner, let each pair read their 
verse aloud to the group. 

Bible Bingo 

You will need sheets of paper divided into 
25 squares (five across and five down) with 
the word B-I-B-L-E printed across the top. 
Print 24 lesson-related words (names, places, 
Bible references, key words, etc.) on the 
chalkboard. Instruct children to write the 
words in random order, one word for each 
square, on their papers. The square in the 
center is a free space. Give children buttons, 
pennies, or small candies to cover squares. 
Write all the words on slips of paper and put 
in a small box. In another small box write 
the letters B-I-B-L-E on slips of paper. Pick a 
slip from the letter box and a slip from the 
word box and read them aloud. (Note: when 
reading the letter B, children may cover 
either space. The first child to cover a whole 
row diagonally, horizontally, or vertically 
should say, “Bible Bingo.” Then have him 
quote the key verse. 

Scripture Puzzle Scramble 

Write the key verse on several pieces of 
heavy paper. Cut the papers into puzzle 
pieces. Give two or three children scrambled 
puzzles. When you say “Go” have the chil- 
dren race to put the puzzles together. The 
child who completes the puzzle first is the 
winner. Then have the child read the key 
verse to the group. Give several children 
opportunity to race to put puzzles together 
and say the key verse. 


Hurdle Jump Belay 

Use masking tape to mark a starting and 
finish line. Place boxes in between the lines 
for children to jump over during the relay 
race. Divide the group into teams and play 
this game relay-race style. Have the first child 
in each group run and jump over the hurdles 
to the finish line, say the key verse, then run 
and jump the hurdles back to the starting 
line, and tag the next player. Play until each 
team has finished. 

Yarn Toss 

Seat the children in a large circle. Hold a 
ball of yarn and ask the person who has the 
yarn to share something from today’s Bible 
lesson (how I can please God, something I 
am thankful for, etc.), hook the strand of yarn 
around his wrist, and throw the ball to some- 
one else in the circle. When everyone has 
had the ball, have the children look at the 
yarn design. Talk about how each person is 
important in creating the finished design just 
as each believer is important in the church. 

Scripture Hunt 

Choose a portion of Scripture that goes 
with the lesson. Children can work individu- 
ally or in small groups. Give each child or 
group paper and pencils. List on the chalk- 
board items the children can find in the pas- 
sage. Have them try to find as many as they 
can within 5 minutes. Examples: Find a place 
mentioned. Find three people mentioned. 
Find a direction given by God. Find three 
objects mentioned. Find someone who dis- 
obeyed God. After the time is up, review the 
answers. 
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LIFE’S CLASSROOM 
(LESSONS FROM THE PARABLES) 

The least Of These 


Words & Music by 

John H. Morton 



What- ev - er you do for one of the least of these- 
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You would give Him the best of all you have to_ 
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You did it as un - to Me. 

© 1999 John H. Morton. Used by permission. 
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LIFE’S CLASSROOM 
(LESSONS FROM THE PARABLES) 

Ready Or Not 


Words & Music by 

Mark Hauth 
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be His faith - ful ser - vants un - til His king - dom comes. 
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LIFE’S CLASSROOM 
(LESSONS FROM THE PARABLES) 

Be Alight 

Words & Music by 

Mark Hauth 



Be a light; be a light shin-ing out for Je - sus 





so the world a - round us will know God’s love is burn - ing still. 

© 1996 Mark Hauth. Used by permission. 
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LIFE’S CLASSROOM 
(LESSONS FROM THE PARABLES) 

Attitude Of Gratitude 


Words & Music by 

John H. Morton 
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He has done so much for me. Now, let my at - ti-tude of grat - i- tude be 




at- ti-tude of grat- i-tude; He has done so much for me. 


© 1996 John H. Morton. Used by permission. 
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LIFE’S CLASSROOM 
(LESSONS FROM THE PARABLES) 

let % life Be A light 

Words & Music by 

John H. Morton 
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Je - sus. Shine me through-out the world! 

© 1996 John H. Morton. Used by permission. 
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LIFE’S CLASSROOM 
(LESSONS FROM THE PARABLES) 

The least Of These 

Whatever you do for one of the 

least of these you do it as unto Me. 

(Repeat) 

What would you do if you saw Jesus 
in need? 

Would it be just a cup of water and 
morsel of bread? 

You would give Him the best of all 
you have to give. 

Give of your best to the least of these! 

Whatever you do for one of the 
least of these 

You did it as unto Me. 


© 1999 John H. Morton. Used by permission. 
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LIFE’S CLASSROOM 
(LESSONS FROM THE PARABLES) 

Ready Or Not 

Ready or not Jesus will come just 
like a thief in the night. 

We’ve got to look up and keep our 
lamps always burning bright. 

No one knows the hour, 
no one knows the day. 

But we know it’s getting closer, 
so let’s all watch and pray. 

Ready or not Jesus will come just 
like a thief in the night. 

We’ve got to look up and keep our 
lamps always burning bright. 

May He find us ready. 

May He say, “Well done.” 

Let’s be His faithful servants until His 
Kingdom comes. 

© 1996 Mark Hauth. Used by permission. 
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LIFE’S CLASSROOM 
(LESSONS FROM THE PARABLES) 

tie Alight 


Be a light; 

be a light shining out for Jesus. 
All the day and through the night, 
shine your light for Him. 
Candles in the darkness, 
that is what we are, 
glowing with the mercy that 
reaches people near and far. 

Be a light; 

be a light shining out for Jesus. 
All the day and through the night, 
shine your light for Him. 

We are like a campfire, 
blazing on a hill, 

So the world around us will know 
God’s love is burning still. 

© 1996 Mark Hauth. Used by permission. 
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LIFE’S CLASSROOM 
(LESSONS FROM THE PARABLES) 

Attitude Of Gratitude 

I’ve got an attitude of gratitude, 

I’m thankful to the Lord; 

He has done so much for me. 

Now, let my attitude of gratitude be 
seen upon my face, 
and heard in ev’ry word I say! 

I’ve got an attitude of gratitude, 
attitude of gratitude, 

I’ve got an attitude of gratitude; 

He has done so much for me. 


© 1996 John H. Morton. Used by permission. 
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LIFE’S CLASSROOM 
(LESSONS FROM THE PARABLES) 

let My life Be A light 

Let my life be a light for You. 

Let my life be a light that’s shining 
bright. 

Let my life be a light for You, Jesus. 
Shine me throughout the world! 

© 1996 John Morton. Used by permission. 
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Using these skits is one way you can help 
insure that the children you meet with every 
week will understand and remember the 
important lessons you teach them. 

Ideas 

The skits can be performed by live actors 
or, with a little modification, by puppets. If 
the same two actors are not available to be in 
children’s church every week, perform the 
skits using different actors. Change the 
names of the characters so the children 
aren’t distracted by a lack of consistency. 

The skits are written for male and female 
actors. You can use the optional sound effects 
provided on the Young Explorers Music CD 
to enhance the skit. 

Also use sound effects at the beginning of 
every skit to let the children know the char- 
acters will soon be making their weekly 
appearance. You could also choose a sound 
effect to close every skit. Optional opening 
and closing music is provided on the Young 
Explorers Music CD. 


Characters 

The characters in the following skits will 
help your students see that others can face 
difficulties also. Have fun with these charac- 
ters. 

RALPH: Typical boy, likes to ask questions, 
and has to deal with facing consequences. 

SUZY: Typical girl, likes give Ralph a hard 
time, deals with fairness, likes to do school 
work, and tries to be helpful. 

Mrs. DAFFODIL: She is the teacher that 
tries to help out in the situations that these 
children face. She also tries to help the chil- 
dren make the right decisions. 


Skits 
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Items Needed 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old boy to 
play Ralph 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old girl to play 
Suzy 

• Bag of 
Popsicle™ 
sticks 

• Glue 

• Table 

• Chair 


Session 1— You’re Invited! 

President's Visit 

(10 minutes) 

Before trie skit begins, glue several of the Popsicle™ sticks together somewhat crazily and 
sloppily. 

As the skit begins, Ralph is sitting at the table with the glue, bag of Popsicle™ sticks, and 
the Popsicle™ stick construction. He is very busy gluing more sticks onto the construction. 
Every once in a while, he stops and holds the construction at arm’s length to admire it. He 
seems very pleased by his crazy, sloppy work! 

After a minute or two, Suzy walks in. She looks frantically around the stage and runs over 
to Ralph when she sees him. 

SUZY: Ralph! What are you doing here with this. ..this, uh...this thing? (She looks confused 
trying to figure out what Ralph is making.) 

RALPH: (indignantly) This “thing” you’re talking about, Suzy, is my masterpiece art 
project for class. It’s an exact-to-scale model of the White House, the home of our presi- 
dent. (He keeps adding more sticks as he talks.) 

SUZY: This is your White House art project?! I know what the White House looks like, 
and it’s not like this thing! But Ralph, that’s not important right now. (She is agitated, try- 
ing to get Ralph to pay attention to what she’s saying.) Did you forget why our teacher 
assigned that art project in the first place? The president, the Commander-in-Chief (She 
grabs Ralph’s project away from him.), the guy who lives here (She points frantically at 
the Popsicle™ construction) is in our gym RIGHT NOW!! 

RALPH: Yeah, so? (He takes the project away from Suzy and starts adding more 
sticks.) 

SUZY: SO we’re all supposed to be there to meet him. This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
chance, and the whole school is invited! 

RALPH: Well, Suzy, this art project is really important to me. I’ve just got to finish it 
so I can turn it in to Mrs. Daffodil. 

SUZY: (She’s really agitated and throws her hands up in the air.) But RALPH! Mrs. 
Daffodil told us we didn’t have to hand it in until next week. She wants everyone to 
come and meet the president. 

RALPH: Yeah, well, if it was so important, he shouldn’t have come to our school when 
I was so busy. (Ralph is still not looking at Suzy but busily gluing sticks to his “White 
House. ”) 

SUZY: (She stares at Ralph in shock for a minute; then she starts speaking slowly.) Uh, 
okay, Ralph. If that’s how you really feel about it.. ..I’m going to the gym now.. .to meet 
the president. You do know we’re talking about the president of the United States, here, 
don’t you? 

RALPH: (still not looking up) Uh-huh. Give him my regards. 

(Suzy shakes her head and exits the stage. Ralph freezes as the play ends.) 
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Session 2— Gratitude Attitude 

Thankfulness 

(10 minutes) 

Before the skit , place the chairs (or desks) next to each other at the front left of the 
stage. Make sure there’s room in the center of the stage for Ralph and Suzy to stand 
talking with each other. The two backpacks should be on the floor under or beside the 
chairs with the books lying near them. 

As the skit begins, Ralph and Suzy are sitting in the chairs (or desks). A school bell 
rings (Use sound effect number 2>A.). Ralph and Suzy immediately lean over and start 
packing the books into their backpacks. 

RALPH: (standing up and putting his backpack on his back) Wow! That was a short 
week. I can’t believe it’s over already. What are you going to do this weekend, Suzy? 

SUZY: (also standing up and putting on her backpack) My family is spending a couple 
of nights at our cabin by the lake. We’re going to be water skiing, swimming, fishing, 
and taking it easy! 

RALPH: That sounds like fun. And the weather is supposed to be perfect this weekend. 
Isn’t it great that Mrs. Daffodil told us we didn’t have to hand in our insect reports on 
Monday? We don’t have to turn them in until next Friday! Otherwise you wouldn’t have 
nearly as much time for fishing and swimming and skiing at the lake. 

SUZY: Yeah, whatever. I wouldn’t care whether she canceled it or not. I wouldn’t have 
handed it in on Monday anyhow. 

RALPH: Well, I care. Now I can have a more relaxing weekend. In fact, I’m going to go 
thank her. Are you coming, Suzy? 

SUZY (turning her back on Ralph and starting to walk offstage): Nah, you go ahead, 
Ralph. Like I said, I don’t really care. I didn’t want to do that assignment in the first 
place. 

(Ralph watches her walk offstage and shakes his head. Then he walks offstage in a 
different direction.) 

Session 3— It’s Not Fair 

That's Not Fait 

(10 minutes) 

Before the skit, powder Suzy with the flour, making it look as if she has chalk dust in 
her hair and on her face and clothes. Also put flour on two of the chalkboard erasers so 
that they create little clouds when Suzy hits them together. Lay the rest of the erasers all 
over the stage. 

As the skit begins, Suzy is stomping back and forth across the stage with an angry 
look on her face. With every couple of stomps she hits the two erasers together hard. 
Clouds of “chalk dust” come off them and make her cough each time. 

SUZY (talking to herself and still stomping across the stage): I can’t believe she did it! 
It’s not fair! (With the word “fair,” she claps the erasers together.) After all I’ve done for 
her! If only I would have known! (She claps the erasers together) Sure. ..I thought I was 
getting a good deal, but I wouldn’t have had to work this hard, if only I had known. Look 
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Items Needed 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old boy to 
play Ralph 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old girl to play 
Suzy 

• School books 

• 2 backpacks 

• 2 chairs 


Items Needed 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old girl to play 
Suzy 

• Adult to play 
Mrs. Daffodil 

• 2-3 cups of 
flour 

• At least 6 
clean chalk- 
board erasers 
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at me! Chalk dust all over my hair (She claps the erasers on her head.), chalk dust all 
over my clothes (She claps the erasers on her shirt.), even chalk dust all over my face! 
(She starts to clap the erasers on her face but then stops in midair and freezes.) Aw, 
what’s the use? I don’t even care anymore! 

Suzy drops the erasers and plops to the ground where she sits with her head in her 
hands. Mrs. Daffodil comes on the stage, sees Suzy ; and walks over to her quickly. 

MRS. DAFFODIL: Suzy! Is everything okay? (She starts to pat her on the head but stops 
when she sees how much “chalk dust” she’s covered with.) 

SUZY (lifting her head up): Oh, hi, Mrs. Daffodil. Yeah, everything’s okay... (putting her 
head back in her hands). Actually, no. Everything’s not okay. 

MRS. DAFFODIL: Well, what’s going on? (She sits down beside Suzy, then picks up one 
of the erasers and looks at it.) It looks like you cleaned off the erasers pretty well. Now 
you just need to do something about your hair and clothes! 

SUZY (shakes some “chalk dust” out of her hair with her fingers; she and Mrs. Daffodil 
both cough): That’s exactly the problem, Mrs. Daffodil; I worked hard to clean off all 
those erasers. 

MRS. DAFFODIL: I’m sure you did, Suzy. And I promised that when you finished, I 
would give you extra recess time today. So what’s the problem? 

SUZY (looks off into the distance, then looks at Mrs. Daffodil): Mrs. Daffodil, I just 
don’t understand how you could give Ralph the exact same reward you gave me when he 
didn’t do nearly as much work as I did. I cleaned ALL these erasers up here, but he only 
cleaned one! It doesn’t seem fair. I should get a bigger reward than Ralph — I did more 
work! 

MRS. DAFFODIL: Hmmmm. Suzy, it looks like you definitely do have a problem! 

SUZY (suddenly cheerful, she jumps up and tries to brush more “chalk dust” off her 
clothes and hair): Great! So you see it my way! I guess this means poor Ralph won’t be 
getting the extra recess time like me. He’s going to have to clean more than one eraser to 
get the same reward I’m getting! Do you want to tell him, or should I? 

MRS. DAFFODIL (slowly standing up and starting to collect the erasers from the floor): 
Uh, Suzy, that’s not the problem I’m talking about. 

Session 4— Do Your Homework 


You Get What You Plant 


(10 minutes) 

Before the session begins, place the two desks (or chairs) side by side in the center 
front of the stage. Lay one piece of paper and one pencil on each desk. Place the table to 
the side of the desks, and set the two pots on the table. 

As the skit begins, Ralph and Suzy walk onto the stage and over to the table. Suzy 
picks up the pot with the plant in it, and Ralph picks up the empty pot. They walk to 
their desks and sit down. Suzy immediately begins looking at her plant and pretending to 
write down observations on her paper. Ralph just stares at his pot. 

RALPH: (sounding discouraged) I just don’t understand. 

SUZY: (looking up from her paper at Ralph) Just don’t understand what? 

RALPH: Well, isn’t it obvious? (He sticks his hand in the pot and starts digging through 
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the dirt, looking for seedlings!) 

SUZY (sounding shocked): Ralph! What are you doing! 

RALPH (still digging through the dirt): I’m just trying to figure out what happened to 
my seeds. I don’t understand why yours grew and mine didn’t. 

SUZY: Well, Ralph, for one thing, if anything was starting to grow in there, you’ve 
killed it now for sure! You have to treat seeds the right way or they’ll never grow. 

RALPH (brushing the dirt off his hands into the pot): What do you mean, “treat them 
the right way”? 

SUZY: Didn’t you listen to a thing the teacher told us when we started our plant 
experiments? When was the last time you watered your seeds? 

RALPH: Uh, never. 

SUZY: OK.... When was the last time you set them in the light over by the window like 
Mrs. Daffodil told us to? 

RALPH (thinking): Hmmmmm... actually, never! 

SUZY: Well, Ralph, I think we’re starting to see a pattern here! Plants have to have 
water and light and the right type of care to grow. Yours didn’t, and that’s why it’s not 
growing. 

RALPH: I see what you mean, Suzy. Maybe I need to start over again, this time listen- 
ing to Mrs. Daffodil and being more careful to plant my seeds and treat them the right 
way! 

(Ralph and Suzy set their pots back on the table and exit the stage as the skit ends.) 

Session 5— The Troublemaker 

Separated 

(10 minutes) 

Before the skit, set up the two school desks (or chairs) side by side on one side of the 
stage (not in the center of the stage). Lay one piece of paper and one pencil on each of 
the desks. Place the basketball underneath one of the desks. Suzy should have the dollar 
bill in her pocket (or, if she doesn’t have a pocket, she can carry it discreetly in her 
hand). 

As the skit begins, Suzy and Ralph are sitting side by side in the desks. They are both 
writing on the paper. After a few seconds, the school bell rings (use sound effect #34, 
school bell). Ralph jumps up, grabs the basketball, and starts walking toward the other 
side of the stage. Then he looks behind him and sees that Suzy is still sitting in her 
desk, busily writing. 

RALPH: Hey, Suzy, it’s time for recess! Are you coming? We need you for the basket- 
ball game. 

SUZY (not even looking up from her paper): No, go on without me, Ralph. I need to 
sit here and study. (She starts reciting her work out loud.) St. Paul is the capital of 
Minnesota; Jefferson City is the capital of Missouri; Helena is the capital of Montana.... 

RALPH: Oh, come on, Suzy — you know the states and capitals backward and forward. 
You don’t need to study during recess! 

SUZY: Oh yeah? Well... (she folds her hands and stares straight in front of her) I just 
don’t want to go to recess today. 


Items Needed 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old boy to 
play Ralph 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old girl to play 
Suzy 

• Potted plant 
(small, but 
healthy) 

• Pot filled with 
dirt only 

• 2 pieces of 
paper 

• 2 pencils 

• 2 school 
desks 


Items Needed 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old boy to 
play Ralph 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old girl to play 
Suzy 

• 2 school 
desks 

• 1 one dollar 
bill 

• Basketball 

• 2 pieces of 
paper 

• 2 pencils 

• Sound effect 
#34, school 
bell 
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RALPH (very sarcastically): Sure, Suzy, nobody likes recess. It’s such a drag! The recess 
aides are so cruel — they make us play games and have fun the whole time! 

SUZY: There’s no need to get sarcastic, Ralph; I’m just not going out there, and that’s 
that. 

RALPH (suddenly getting an idea): Oh, I know what’s going on! 

SUZY: You do? 

RALPH: Sure. You’re scared of big ol’ Bobby Billworth and his gang of bullies. 

SUZY (suddenly looking scared): OK, Ralph, you figured it out. Now if you’re my 
friend, you won’t make me go out there. Everyday they take away my lunch money and 
push me around the playground, and warn me that if I tell anyone, they’ll rearrange my 
face. NOW do you understand why I can’t go to recess? 

RALPH: Actually, Suzy, I happen to know that Bobby Billworth and the other bullies 
won’t bother you today. (He motions for her to come.) Come on, just trust me. 

SUZY: Weeeeell.... 

(Ralph walks over to Suzy and grabs her hand, dragging her out of the desk. She goes 
with him reluctantly but puts one hand over her eyes. They walk away from the desks 
toward the other side of the stage.) 

SUZY: Are we outside yet? 

RALPH: Yep! 

(Suzy takes the dollar bill out of her pocket and holds it in front of her.) 

SUZY (talking loudly and still holding her hand over her eyes): Okay, Bobby, come and 
get it. Here’s my lunch money — I’m giving it to you with no hassle! Just come and take 
it. 

RALPH (taking Suzy’s hand away from her eyes): Look, Suzy, no bullies in sight! You 
know what happened? Mrs. Daffodil found out what was going on and separated them 
from the rest of us! She said all the bullies who stole money and beat up the other kids 
had to spend recess in the principal’s office for a while. Isn’t that great for us? 

SUZY: Absolutely! I don’t know what you were so scared about, Ralph! Now let’s get 
that game of basketball going. 

(Suzy grabs the basketball from Ralph and runs offstage. He follows behind, and the 
skit ends.) 

Session 6 — Choices We Make 

Consequences 

(10 minutes) 

Before the skit, set the desks (or chairs) up to create two rows on the stage. Also, dab 
whipped cream all over Ralph , especially on his hair, face, and arms. 

As the skit begins, Suzy is sitting in one of the two desks closest to the front of the 
stage. She is sitting up straight and looking straight ahead. After a few seconds, Ralph 
walks on stage and plops down in the desk next to Suzy. He crosses his arms on the 
desk and buries his head in his arms. (Or, if you’re using chairs, Ralph rests his elbows 
on his legs and puts his head in his hands.) 

SUZY (looking at Ralph and giving him a poke in the arm): Psssst! (in a loud whisper) 
Ralph, are you OK? Where have you been? And what happened to your hair! 


Life's Classroom (Lessons From The Parables) Slits 

© 2006 Gospel Publishing House, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802 
Permission to duplicate this page for classroom use only. 



Ralph doesn’t move and says nothing. 

SUZY (poking him again and speaking louder): Ralph! Are you there? Are you awake? 
Are you alive! 

RALPH: (sounding grouchy) Leave me alone, Suzy. I’m ...(he sniffs loudly)... awake. 

SUZY (suddenly looking concerned): You aren’t crying, are you? 

RALPH (still with his head buried in his arms): Are you crazy? Of course I’m not cry- 
ing! Don’t.. .(he sniffs again). ..be ridiculous! 

SUZY: (She stands up, looks down at Ralph, then lifts his head up with exaggerated 
motions. She looks straight into his face, but he tries to avoid her eyes.): Ralph, you ARE 
crying! What’s going on? 

RALPH (Pulling his head away from Suzy, he wipes his eyes with the back of his hand. 
Then he sniffs loudly and wipes his nose with the back of his hand.): Well, it’s just 
that... okay, see this stuff in my hair and on my clothes and everywhere else? (He points 
out the whipped cream patches as he talks.) 

SUZY: Uh, yes. I couldn’t exactly miss it! 

RALPH: Yeah, well, during lunch some of the kids in class got a little carried away 
with our desserts. Frankie took the whipped cream off his Jello™ square and threw it at 
Michelle, and Michelle threw hers back at Frankie but missed and hit Kyle instead. 

Pretty soon a bunch of us where just throwing whipped cream back and forth at each 
other. It was crazy! 

SUZY: Aaaand...then what happened? 

RALPH: Mrs. Daffodil saw us and separated all the whipped cream throwers from the 
other kids at lunch. She gathered us up in a little group and told us that we would not be 
going on field trip next week with the other kids in the class. 

SUZY: Well, I guess you deserved it. I mean, you know the rules. You know you’re not 
supposed to throw food at lunch time. 

RALPH (standing up and pacing back and forth in front of Suzy): Yeah, but you don’t 
understand, Suzy. I’ve been looking forward to this field trip to a real, live police station 
for MONTHS! I’ve wanted to be a policeman all my life! This would be my first big 
chance to see the real action at a police station. 

SUZY: Have you tried telling Mrs. Daffodil you’re sorry? 

RALPH (plopping down in his desk again): Yeah, I did. She said she forgave me but I 
still can’t go on the field trip. Mrs. Daffodil said I made the choice to break the rules, 
and not going to the police station was the “consequence.” 

SUZY (looking over her left shoulder): Ralph, here comes Mrs. Daffodil — you’d better 
sit down! Maybe if you start making better choices you’ll be able to go on the next field 
trip! 


Items Needed 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old girl to play 
Suzy 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old boy to 
play Ralph 

• 2 or more 
school desks 
(use chairs if 
desks are 
unavailable) 

• Tub of 
whipped 
cream or Cool 
Whip™ 


Session 7 — Coming Back Home 

left Out 

(10 minutes) 

SUZY: Mrs. Daffodil, I’ve decided I would rather work on my science project than go 
out for recess. I’ve been discovering a lot of fascinating things with my experiments late- 
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Items Needed 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old girl to play 
Suzy 

• Adult to play 
Mrs. Daffodil 


Items Needed 

• Adult to play 
Mrs. Daffodil 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old girl to play 
Suzy 

• Student desk 

• Pencil 

• Pad of paper 

• Dictionary 


ly. I asked Mrs. Johnson yesterday if I could come to the lab today during recess. She said 
I could as long as you said it was OK. She says I really have a good scientific mind and it 
is good that I’m trying to develop it. 

MRS. DAFFODIL: We’re going to be doing something different today during recess and 
I don’t want you to miss it. 

SUZY: I can’t think of anything as fun as my science project. Mrs. Johnson thinks I’m 
really good at science. 

MRS. DAFFODIL: All right, Suzy, if that’s what you want, I will buzz Mrs. Johnson and 
tell her it’s OK for you to come to the lab. But we really don’t want you to miss our sur- 
prise activity. 

SUZY: No, Mrs. Daffodil, I may become a real scientist someday. I can’t be let such 
things as recess slow me down. 

MRS. DAFFODIL: If you change your mind, Suzy, it will be OK for you can come back. 
We really want you to have fun with us. 

SUZY ( getting out her science book and heading toward the science lab): Oh, that’s 
Johnnie’s mom coming in, (talking to herself as she leaves the room and starts down the 
hall) and she’s bringing brownies and ice cream. I didn’t know we were having a party! 

really like brownies and ice cream, and being with my friends. It’ll be 
embarrassing to go back now ; but Mrs. Daffodil will understand. And I can work on my 
science project some other time. 

SUZY (reentering the classroom): Uhmm, Mrs. Daffodil, I changed my mind! Would 
you call Mrs. Johnson and tell her I want to stay here for the party? 

Session 8— Gifts To Use 

Use What You Have 

(10 minutes) 

Before the skit, set the desk (or chair) in the center, front of the stage. 

As the skit begins, Suzy is sitting at her desk, writing on the pad of paper. She stops 
every once in a while and concentrates very hard as if trying to think of something, then 
starts writing again. After a few seconds, Mrs. Daffodil enters. 

MRS. DAFFODIL: (walking over to Suzy) Suzy! Why are you still here? All of the other 
students went to recess ten minutes ago! 

SUZY: (she stops writing and looks up) Oh, hi, Mrs. Daffodil. I’m just trying to finish 
this assignment you gave us. You told us we had to have our assignments finished before 
we went to recess, but I just can’t think of how to spell all the words I want to use. It’s 
going to take me forever to finish! 

MRS. DAFFODIL: Is that the only problem? I’ve got something that will help you. You 
should have told me sooner! 

(Mrs. Daffodil exits the stage and is gone for a few seconds. Suzy keeps writing on 
her paper. When Mrs. Daffodil walks back on the stage, she’s carrying the dictionary.) 

MRS. DAFFODIL: Here, Suzy. You can use this dictionary to help you spell those words 
you’re having trouble with. It should help you finish faster. (She hands the dictionary to 
Suzy.) I have to go check on the students outside, but I’ll be back in a while to see how 
things are going for you. 
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SUZY: Okay, Mrs. Daffodil. Thanks! 

(Mrs. Daffodil exits the stage.) 

SUZY: (looking at the dictionary) I have no idea how to use this thing! I’ve never used 
a dictionary before in my life. 

(Suzy sets the dictionary on the floor underneath her desk. Then she keeps writing as 
before. She often has long pauses while she tries to think of something before writing 
again. After a minute or two, Mrs. Daffodil comes back in.) 

MRS. DAFFODIL: You haven’t gone to recess yet, Suzy? (suddenly seeing the dictionary 
underneath Suzy’s desk) Why is that dictionary underneath your desk? I gave it to you to 
use. 

SUZY: Sorry, Mrs. Daffodil, but I’ve never used a dictionary before.... 

MRS. DAFFODIL: You should have told me and I would have helped you. You know, 
Suzy, the gift I gave you — the dictionary — can’t do you any good unless you open it and 
use it! Here, let me show you. 

(Suzy hands Mrs. Daffodil the dictionary, and Mrs. Daffodil pretends to show her how 
to use it as the skit ends.) 


Session 9— Lights For God 

No More Hiding! 

(10 minutes) 

Before the skit begins, set up the desks (or chairs) to create several short rows in the 
center of the stage. Then place one plant at the back left of the stage, one at the back 
center of the stage, and the last one at the back right of the stage. 

As the skit begins, Ralph is sitting at the very back of one of the rows, writing on the 
paper with the pencil. He’s wearing the dress shirt and tie. After a few seconds, Suzy 
walks in. She stops at the very edge of the stage, but Ralph doesn’t see her yet. 

SUZY: (loudly) RALPH? Ralph, where are you? I’ve been waiting and waiting for you so 
we could walk home together like we always do! 

(Ralph suddenly looks up, drops his pencil, and dives underneath the desk — obviously 
hiding from Suzy. Suzy starts looking around for Ralph, still calling his name. As she 
walks around the stage calling him, Ralph crawls from under the desk to behind one of 
the plants, back to a desk, behind a plant again, etc. Somehow Suzy never sees him! 
[Note: If you wish, you could have Suzy interact with the children by asking them, “Has 
anyone seen Ralph?” When the children point to Ralph on stage, Suzy should turn 
around and try to see him.] Finally, Ralph jumps up and tries to run off stage. Just as he 
gets to the edge of the stage, Suzy spots him.) 

SUZY: Oh! There you are, Ralph! What’s going on? I’ve been looking everywhere for 
you! I’ve got to get home, but I didn’t want to leave without you. 

(As soon as Suzy calls his name, Ralph freezes mid-flight. Then he hangs his head and 
slowly walks back toward her.) 

SUZY: Hey, Ralph, why are you dressed so fancy? You were wearing some old T-shirt all 
day, weren’t you? 

RALPH: (with a big sigh) Okay, Suzy, you found me. Yes, I was wearing a different 
shirt... this one is my uniform for the handbell choir I’m in. (Ralph mumbles “handbell 


Items Needed 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old girl to play 
Suzy 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old boy to 
play Ralph 

• Nice dress 
shirt and tie 

• School desks 
or chairs 

• 3 large potted 
plants (real or 
fake) 

• Pencil 

• Piece of paper 
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Items Needed 

• 9-12 year old 
girl to play 
Suzy 

• Adult to play 
Mrs. Daffodil 

• Piece of paper 
with writing 
on it 

• Pencil 

• School desk 

• All the pens, 
pencils, 
crayons, etc. 
you can find 
to write with 

• Box to hold all 
the writing 
utensils 


choir” so softly that Suzy doesn’t hear him.) 

SUZY: For the what you’re in? I couldn’t hear you. 

RALPH: For the HANDBELL CHOIR I’m in. We have to go play at a rest home right 
after school, so I’m waiting for our director to pick me up. 

SUZY: YOU’RE in a handbell choir? I had no idea! I don’t think anybody had any idea! 

RALPH: Yeah, that’s how I planned it! That’s why I was in here hiding — so none of the 
other kids would see my uniform and ask me. I’m sure our class would love to know I 
play hand bells. I can just hear my new nickname: “Hey,Tinkerbell!” I’d never live it 
down. 

SUZY: How do you know the other kids will feel that way if you hide from them? They 
might think it’s really cool that you play in a choir... I think it’s cool! 

RALPH: You do? 

SUZY: Sure! I’ve always wanted to play hand bells! Now that I’ve discovered your 
secret, maybe I can join up too. So come on, Tinkerbell, take me to your leader! 

RALPH: What did you just call me?! 

SUZY: Ha! Just kidding. Come on, let’s go! 

(Ralph and Suzy walk off stage, and the skit ends.) 

Session 10— Lost And Found 

Unique And Valuable 

(10 minutes) 

Before the skit, place the desk (or chair) at the center of the stage. Place most of the 
writing utensils in the box and set the box on the desk. Then scatter the rest of the 
pens, pencils, etc., on the floor around the desk. 

As the skit begins, Mrs. Daffodil is kneeling on the floor beside the desk, sorting 
through the writing utensils on the floor. She picks each one up, examines it, and places 
it in the box on her desk. After she has looked at several of the pens and pencils this 
way, Suzy enters, holding the paper and a pencil in her hand. 

SUZY: Mrs. Daffodil? 

MRS. DAFFODIL: (looking up at Suzy) Oh, hi, Suzy! Can I help you with something? 

SUZY: I came in to ask you about our homework assignment... but do you need help 
picking those up? 

MRS. DAFFODIL: Actually, I did have a little accident. I knocked the box off my desk 
and spilled these pens and pencils and markers and crayons everywhere! 

SUZY: (bending down and starting to gather up a handful of the writing utensils) Here, 
I can help you put them back in the box! 

MRS. DAFFODIL: (stopping Suzy from dropping the handful into the box) Thanks, 

Suzy, but I don’t want to just put them back in the box. I’ve been putting them in one by 
one to make sure they’re all here. (She continues to pick up each pen or pencil one at a 
time and look at it carefully before dropping it in the box on her desk.) 

SUZY: (sitting down on the floor beside Mrs. Daffodil) Oh. Well, it would be so much 
faster if you just scooped them up by the handful and dropped them in the box! That’s 
what I always do when I spill things. 

MRS. DAFFODIL: You’re right — it would be faster to scoop them up. But if I did that, I 
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might miss one of these pens, pencils, markers, or crayons. I want to make sure I don’t 
lose a single one. 

SUZY: (surprised and confused) You do? Why? You can get those things at any old 
store! 

Mrs. Daffodil: Actually, Suzy, you can’t — not exactly. See, I’ve been collecting this box 
of writing utensils since I became as teacher, and each one is special to me. (She picks 
up one of the pens.) See this pen? My mom and dad gave it to me when I graduated 
from college. (She picks up a pencil.) See this pencil? One of the students from my very 
first class gave it to me for Christmas. I have a lot of memories in that box on my desk! 

SUZY: I see what you mean, Mrs. Daffodil! How about if I just hand them to you one 
at a time and you can take a look at them before you put them in your box? 

MRS. DAFFODIL: That would be great! 

(Suzy starts handing pens and pencils to Mrs. Daffodil as the skit ends.) 


Session 11— Be A Helper 

Helping Hand 

(10 minutes) 

Before the skit begins , set the two desks (or chairs) side by side in the center front of 
the room. 

As the skit begins, Ralph is sitting in one of the desks, holding a piece of paper and a 
pencil. He is staring at the paper and looks confused. Suzy walks in, carrying a piece of 
paper and pencil. She sits down at the desk beside Ralph and starts writing on her piece 
of paper. 

As Suzy is writing, Ralph leans over toward her and seems to be trying to see what 
she is writing. A couple of times she glances over at him, and then he quickly pretends 
to be writing on his own piece of paper. Finally, Suzy catches Ralph looking at her paper. 

SUZY: Ralph, do you need something? 

RALPH: (again pretending to work on his own paper) Oh, uh, no — nothing at all. I 
don’t need anything. 

SUZY: Are you sure you don’t need help with your assignment? Mrs. Daffodil told us 
we could work in groups, and I’d be glad to help you! 

RALPH: Well, actually, I guess I could use a little help getting started. 

SUZY: Okay, let’s turn our desks to face each other. 

(They stand up and turn their desks around. Then they sit back down.) 

RALPH: (looking at the sleeve of Suzy’s shirt) Hey, Suzy, what’s that on your sleeve? It 
looks like dirt! 

SUZY: (also looking at her sleeve and then brushing it as if trying to brush off dirt) 

Oh, yeah, I guess you’re right. I must have gotten a little dirty at recess when I was 
helping Will Williams get to the nurse. He fell off the monkey bars, you know! He broke 
his arm and had to go to the hospital. 

(Ralph jumps up and runs as fast as he can to the far side of the stage. He stands 
there frantically brushing himself all over as if trying to brush off thousands of tiny 
bugs!) 

RALPH: Suzy! You mean you touched Will Williams and didn’t tell me? What were you 


Items Needed 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old girl to play 
Suzy 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old boy to 
play Ralph 

• 2 school 
desks 

• 2 pieces of 
paper 

• 2 pencils 


Skits life's ClASSROOH (lessons From Tie Parables) 

© 2006 Gospel Publishing House, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802 
Permission to duplicate this page for classroom use only. 


thinking? He’s got COOTIES! 

SUZY: Oh, he does not, Ralph — there’s no such thing as cooties. 

RALPH: (still brushing himself off furiously) Okay, maybe he doesn’t have cooties, but 
he does have lice. Everybody knows he has lice. He’s constantly scratching himself all 
over. (Ralph starts scratching himself!) If you get near him, the lice jump off him onto 
you. Why would you go near him? 

SUZY: He needed help; he was just lying there under the monkey bars. I couldn’t just 
walk away and leave him. 

RALPH: Why not? I did! I saw him there, but I wasn’t about to let those lice jump onto 
me. Anyhow, I don’t think he was really hurt.... It was only his arm; he could have 
walked to the nurse on his own! 

SUZY: You know what, Ralph? You’re wrong. He did need help. And what if you were 
lying there and no one came over to help you? (standing up and starting to leave) 
Anyhow, I’m going to go talk to the nurse and see if I can find out how Will’s doing now. 

(Suzy walks off the stage while Ralph watches her. The skit ends.) 


Items Needed 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old girl to play 
Suzy 

• Adult to play 
Mrs. Daffodil 

• School desks 

• Several sheets 
of paper 

• Pen or pencil 

• Garbage can 


Session 12— Be Alert! 

Be Alert! 

(10 minutes) 

Before the session begins, set the desk (or chair) in the center, front of the stage. 
Place the paper and the pencil or pen on the desk. Set the garbage can a few feet from 
the desk. 

As the play begins, Suzy is sitting at the desk, and Mrs. Daffodil is standing beside 
her. 

MRS. DAFFODIL: Okay, Suzy, I think you’re finally getting the hang of your math 
homework. I have to step out of the room for a while, but if you sit here and work really 
hard on these math problems, I’ll let you go when I get back. 

SUZY: All right — no problem, Mrs. Daffodil! 

(Mrs. Daffodil exits the stage. Suzy begins writing on a piece of paper. Every once in a 
while she stops to think and then writes again. After a few seconds, though, she seems 
to get bored and starts daydreaming. She chews on the end of her pencil and gazes out 
over the audience. Then she shakes her head and starts writing on the paper again. 

After a couple more seconds, Suzy seems to get frustrated and suddenly wads up the 
paper. She throws it in the garbage can. [It doesn’t matter whether she misses or makes 
it!) All of a sudden, Suzy seems to get an idea. She wads up another piece of paper and 
stands up, pretending to be playing basketball with an invisible opponent. She even 
“announces” hers moves: “Suzy has the ball; she moves down the court. She shoots, she 
scores!” [The actor can improvise this scene.) 

Just as Suzy is really getting into her “basketball” game, Mrs. Daffodil comes back on 
stage. Suzy sees her and stops mid-throw. Mrs. Daffodil turns toward Suzy, looks at the 
desk where she was supposed to be sitting, and sees all of the crumpled pieces of paper 
in the basket and on the floor. Suzy sheepishly sits down again at her desk and starts 
writing. The skit ends. 
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Session 13 — Be Ready! 

Be Ready! 

(10 minutes) 

Before the session begins , set the two desks (or chairs) in the center front of the 
stage. Set the table (or chair or other desk) a little to the left of the two desks. Then set 
up the toy prizes (including the matchbox cars) on the table. 

As the skit begins, Suzy and Ralph walk onto the stage. Ralph is holding three play 
money bills and one book. Suzy is carrying nine play money bills and the other book. 

They each sit down in one of the desks. 

Suzy counts her "money” then puts it on her desk and starts reading her book. Ralph 
is fidgety. He looks at his three bills and counts them carefully. Then he looks at the 
book and acts restless. He looks over at the toy prizes and back at his book. Finally ; he 
can’t stand it any more! He gets up and walks over to the prizes. He takes one of the 
matchbox cars and starts running it around the table, on the floor, through the air, etc. 
After a while, he also starts making car noises as he races the car around the room. 

SUZY: (finally looking up from her book to see what Ralph is doing) Hey, Ralph, what 
are you doing? My 3-year-old brother plays with his cars like that! 

RALPH: (he stops playing with the car and looks at Suzy) Oh yeah, Suzy? Well boys are 
never too old to play with cars... that’s how we get practice for driving later on! Anyhow, 
I’m going to buy this car with my Book Bucks just as soon as Mrs. Daffodil lets us cash 
them in! 

SUZY: Oh really? How many books have you read so far? 

RALPH: Uh... three. 

SUZY: Which means you only have three Book Bucks. Mrs. Daffodil said we have to 
have 10 Book Bucks before we can choose a prize. That means you still need 
seven... which means you still have to read seven books! 

RALPH: (starting to play with the car again) Yeah, I know, Suzy. No problem — I’ll have 
it done by the time Mrs. Daffodil tells us we can cash in our bucks. 

SUZY: But Ralph, you don’t know when Mrs. Daffodil is going to tell us time is up. 
Remember? She said it’s going to be a surprise — she could tell us to cash in our Book 
Bucks tomorrow or even today! If you don’t have your 1 0 books read by then, it’s too 
late. ..you won’t get that matchbox car or any other prizes! 

RALPH: I really doubt she’s going to make us cash them in today. She only told us 
about this Book Bucks stuff a couple months ago... I’ve still got time to read all my books. 

SUZY: Well, maybe and maybe not. Anyhow, I’m not taking any chances. I’ve only got 
one more book to read, and I’m going to finish it now! 

Suzy starts reading again, and Ralph continues playing with the car. The skit ends. 


Items Needed 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old boy to 
play Ralph 

• 9- to 12-year- 
old girl to play 
Suzy 

• 12 play 
money bills 

• 2 desks 

• Small table 

• 1-2 matchbox 
cars 

• A few small 
toys that 
could be used 
as prizes 
(stickers, eras- 
er, etc.) 
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Discussion Questions 

If you wish to use these discussion questions about the skits during the sessions, 
they should be included in the Responding to the Word section. 


Session 1— You’re Invited! 

President's Visit 

What was this skit about? (Allow responses.) 

How do you think it is like the Bible lesson from today? (The king in today’s Bible les- 
son wanted to invite people to his son’s wedding — a very important event — just like Mrs. 
Daffodil wanted to invite her class to see the president of the United States — also an 
important event! The people in the Bible lesson refused the king’s offer, and Ralph 
refused Mrs. Daffodil’s offer.) 

Remember, Jesus has offered us something wonderful too. He wants to give us salva- 
tion and the chance to live with Him forever in heaven. All we have to do is accept His 
invitation! 

Session 2— Gratitude Attitude 

TtomWvlwess 

How do you think our Bible lesson today was like the skit about Ralph and Suzy? (In 
the Bible lesson, Simon was not grateful for what Jesus had done for him, and the man in 
the parable was not grateful to the moneylender for canceling his debt. In the skit, Suzy 
was not grateful to Mrs. Daffodil for what she did for her — postponing the due date of an 
assignment.) 

How should Suzy have felt about what Mrs. Daffodil did? (She should have been thank- 
ful because Mrs. Daffodil did something nice for her.) 

How could Suzy have shown thankfulness? (She could have gone with Ralph to say 
thanks to Mrs. Daffodil.) 

We can always be thankful when people do nice things for us. Most of all, we can be 
thankful to Jesus because He gives us eternal life! We can show our gratitude by accept- 
ing salvation and thanking Jesus for all He does for us. 

Session 3— It’s Not Fair! 

That's Wot Fait! 


LIFE'S CLASSROOM (Lessons From The Parables) Review Questions 

© 2006 Gospel Publishing House, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802 
Permission to duplicate this page for classroom use only. 



Do you remember what the skit was about? (Allow responses.) 

What was Suzy so upset about? (Suzy was upset because Ralph did less work than she 
did but still got the same reward.) 

How is that similar to the Bible lesson we heard today? How was Suzy like the workers 
in the vineyard? (Suzy and the workers who had been in the vineyard the longest both 
thought they should get the bigger reward.) 

What could Suzy have done instead of being upset about Ralph’s reward? (Suzy could 
have been happy with what she had instead of being jealous of someone else. She could 
have been glad for Ralph instead of angry that he got the same reward she did.) 

Remember, we must never complain because God rewards someone else. We can be 
thankful for everything God has given us and glad for what we already have. 


Session 4— Do Your Homework 

You Get What You Plant 

What happened to Ralph’s plant? (It never grew because he forgot to give it water and sun- 
light.) 

How is this like our Bible lesson? (In our story, some seeds fell on hard soil and did not 
grow. Other seeds fell among the rocks and tried to grow, but the roots could not grow down 
into the ground. And then there were seeds that fell on good ground and these yielded a great 
crop.) 

Remember what we learned in our Bible lesson today: Those people who hear God’s word, 
but do not accept it are like the seeds that fell on hard ground. Those people that hear and 
accept God’s word but do not develop a personal relationship with God are like the seeds that 
fell on the rocky soil. Those people that hear God’s Word and obey it like praying, reading 
their Bible, etc. are like the seeds that fell on the good sol and grew strong and healthy. We 
need to believe in God and obey what his Word says. 


Session 5 — The Troublemaker 

Separated 

What happened to the bullies in our skit? (They were separated from the rest of the 
class.) 

How is this similar to our Bible lesson? (In the Bible lesson, the weeds were separated 
from the good plants.) 

Remember what we learned in the Bible lesson today: God is going to separate the 
people who do believe in Jesus from the people who don’t — He’s going to separate the 
good from the evil people. All we need to do is believe in Jesus and ask Him to be our 
Savior, and we will live forever with Him! 
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Session 6— Choices We Make 


Consequences 


How was our skit a little like the Bible lesson today? (Mrs. Daffodil punished the stu- 
dents in the class who had made bad choices — they weren’t allowed to go to the police 
station with the rest of the class. In the Bible lesson today, the rich man was also pun- 
ished because he made bad choices.) 

Ralph said that not being allowed to go to the police station was a “consequence” of 
what he had done. What does “consequence” mean? (A “consequence” is something that 
happens as a result of something we do.) 

Remember, God loves us all and does not want to punish us. He always forgives us 
when we tell Him we’ve done something wrong. But sometimes the bad things we do 
can have bad “consequences” or bad results. Obeying God and doing what He wants us 
to do always has good results or good consequences for us. 


Session 7 — Coming Back Home 


left Out 


How was this skit like our Bible lesson? (Like the prodigal, Suzy chose to leave her 
regular class to do something on her own. Also like the prodigal, Suzy changed her mind 
and came back.) 

What kind of attitude did Suzy show when she asked to go to the science lab. (Suzy 
was proud of her scientific ability and acted as if she knew better how to arrange her 
own schedule, rather than respecting the wishes of her teacher, Mrs. Daffodil.) 

What kind of attitude did Suzy show when she came back to the party? (Suzy admitted 
she had made a wrong choice by leaving and she showed her trust that Mrs. Daffodil was 
a loving teacher who would welcome her back. These are the same kinds of attitude the 
prodigal son showed when he came back to his father.) 

God loves those who choose to go away from Him. If we have made wrong choices, 
we can be sure He will forgive us if we ask Him. If we see others who have made wrong 
choices, we can show them God’s love and forgiveness. 


Session 8— Gifts To Use 


Use What You Have 


In our skit earlier, what did Mrs. Daffodil give Suzy? (A dictionary) 

Why did Mrs. Daffodil give Suzy the dictionary? (To help her spell words and finish 
her assignment so she could go to recess) 

What did Suzy do with the dictionary? (She put it under her desk instead of using it.) 

Mrs. Daffodil told Suzy the dictionary couldn’t help her unless she used it. How is this 
like what we learned in the Bible lesson today? (In the Bible lesson, the master gave his 
servants talents. One of the servants buried his talent in the ground. The master told 
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him the talent wouldn’t be any good unless the servant used it.) 

Remember, Jesus gives us all gifts, or talents, or things we can do for Him. But we 
have to actually use them or they won’t do anybody any good! Let’s use the gifts and tal- 
ents God gives us. 

Session 9— Lights For God 

No More Hiding! 

How was our skit today like the Bible lesson? (In the skit, Ralph tried to hide the fact 
he played in a handbell choir. In our Bible lesson, we talked about how some people try 
to hide the fact they are Christians.) 

Why did Ralph try to hide his belonging to a handbell choir? (He was afraid people 
would make fun of him.) 

What are some reasons Christians might hide their Christianity from other people? 
(Some Christians might be embarrassed or afraid other people will make fun of them or 
afraid other people don’t want to become Christians.) 

Jesus wants us to tell other people about Him and about being Christians — He doesn’t 
want us to try to hide for any reason. Even though it might be difficult, or we might be 
afraid of what other people will think, Jesus will give us the strength to talk with the 
people around us about Him! 


Session 10— Lost And Found 

Unique And Valuable 

How was our skit today a little like the Bible lesson? (In the skit, Mrs. Daffodil wanted 
to make sure that she didn’t lose a single pen or pencil after she knocked the box off her 
desk. Suzy didn’t think the writing utensils were very special, but Mrs. Daffodil did. In 
the Bible lesson, the shepherd cared about each of his sheep, even though they might 
not have been special to other people. The woman in the lost coin story felt the same 
about each of her coins. The coins may not have been valuable to other people, but they 
were to her.) 

The most important lesson to learn today is this: Jesus loves every single one of us no 
matter what! You are very important to Him, just like the sheep were to the shepherd, 
just like the coins were to the woman, and just like the pens and pencils were to Mrs. 
Daffodil! 


Session 1 1 — Be A Helper 

Helping Hand 

What happened in our skit today? (Allow responses.) 

How is that like what happened in the Bible lesson? (In the Bible lesson, the Good 
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Samaritan helped the man who had been robbed even when other people walked around 
him without stopping. Suzy helped Will Williams, even when other people, like Ralph, 
didn’t want to help him. Suzy was Will’s “Good Samaritan”!) 

Jesus wants us to be helpful and caring. We can look around for ways to help other 
people just like the Good Samaritan did in the story and just like Suzy did in our skit. 


Session 12— Be Alert! 


Be Alert! 


Can anyone tell us how our skit today was like our Bible lesson? (In the Bible lesson, 
Jesus told two parables about servants who were supposed to stay busy and watchful, 
waiting for their master to return. Jesus said that God will reward us if we are carefully 
waiting for Him to return by doing what He wants us to do. In the skit, Mrs. Daffodil told 
Suzy to work on her math problems while she was gone. Mrs. Daffodil said that if Suzy 
did, she could leave when she came back. Suzy got lazy and started to do something 
other than what Mrs. Daffodil had told her to. She wasn’t ready for her teacher to come 
back — her math work was still not done, and she wasn’t working on it!) 

Jesus doesn’t expect us to always be perfect, but He does want us to serve Him all the 
time. That means we must always be trying to do the things we know He wants us to do. 
That way, we’ll be ready when He comes back for us! 


Session 13 — Be Ready! 


Be Beady! 


In our skit earlier, how many Book Bucks did Mrs. Daffodil say her students needed 
before they could cash them in for a prize? (10) 

How many Book Bucks did Ralph have? (3) 

That meant he still needed seven more. Was Ralph trying really hard to earn enough 
bucks so he could get his prize? (No!) 

Why wasn’t Ralph working as hard as Suzy was to earn his Book Bucks? (Ralph thought 
he still had plenty of time before Mrs. Daffodil would tell them to cash in their bucks.) 

Actually, Ralph should have been working a little harder to get all of his books read. 

He didn’t know for sure when Mrs. Daffodil would say time was up for reading. How is 
this like the Bible lesson we had today? (The women in today’s parable knew the bride- 
groom could come back at any time, but some of them weren’t ready. They thought they 
had plenty of time, but they were wrong!) 

Jesus promised us that He would be coming back for us sometime — we just don’t know 
when! To be ready for Him, we need to be living for Him every day. Then we’ll be ready 
for Him as soon as He comes to take us to heaven with Him! 
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(•1M« 


•Mi 



Unwelcome 

Guest 


1. Washed Jesus’ 
feet with tears 



2. Dried His feet with 
her hair ^ 

3. Poured 
expensive perfumed 
oi! on His head 


Two Debtors 



S0& 

$ 500 Denari 



Attitude Check 



1. You are a sinner 






2. Jesus Ti- 

died for your sins 



3. Ask for 
forgiveness 

1 


4. Be thankful 


J 
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“A Lost Guest” 
Session 1, Sheet 1 


“You Are Invited” 
Session 1, Sheet 2 


“What Are They?” 
Session 1, Sheet 3 




“Hidden Gifts” 
Session 2, Sheet 1 


“God’s Gifts” 
Session 2, Sheet 2 


“Gratitude Word Find” 
Session 2, Sheet 3 





A man named invited Jesus to his house 

for dinner. While Jesus was there, a b/Amefl came in 
and washed Jesus’ feet with her ‘riwff . Then she 
poured ptrkrne . on them. The woman did this for Jesus 
to show Him her 'Hian/f-faintSS for forgiving her sins. 

We also need God’s m fnfg/i/enesS. We cannot be 
forgiven until we od/htf o ur sins and ask for God’s 
htjp . • Then Jesus will forgive us. We can then have a 
n /ase. relationship with God. 


Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
2 Corinthians 9:15 
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“Smile!” 

Session 3, Sheet 1 


“Grape Math” 
Session 3, Sheet 2 


“Grape Truths” 
Session 3, Sheet 3 




Jnsttad Q-f -Minfin 4 gj cti t~ JtAsif MML 

9 2 11 J 6 10 4 

clantt Save . Gee/ __tP.iL. httud~- 

21 12 17 5 25 19 

linn— Jeuet 

~ la 15 23 • 




“Growing Plant” 
Session 4, Sheet 1 


“A Maze In Perseverance” 
Session 4, Sheet 2 


“Perseverance Situations” 
Session 4, Sheet 3 
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“Do Not Fret” 
Session 5, Sheet 1 


“Where Are You Headed 
Session 5, Sheet 2 


v 


“Can You Help Yoshiro?” 
Session 5, Sheet 3 




“Choosing A Happy Place” 
Session 6, Sheet 1 


“What Choice To Make?” 
Session 6, Sheet 2 


“How To Choose Life” 
Session 6, Sheet 3 
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“Around The Heart” 
Session 7, Sheet 1 


“Computer Message” 
Session 7, Sheet 2 


“Prodigal Maze” 
Session 7, Sheet 3 



To HnO (ha ' K H' t or ItM i cf fi- My by May and -ha MM 
v Wm MO MM 1*0" »a MM on lh* My ror mmole Dorti 
T* Screen and Horlta teytooerd Muk) BaAonta screen 
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“Gift Addition” 
Session 8, Sheet 2 
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“Using Your Gifts” 
Session 8, Sheet 3 


Oram a *ro from g« cr Aw WA to rw way « can ba uaad to tax 3o0 or (ha f*j»y 

Make pictum to dscorata 

i« wall* of your Children's 
hureh 

Act Christilk* during 
m«* to show others GoJ Kaa 
iada a d lf f tr m nee tn your Ufa 

Explain how to do protr 
**na to somsona hm ring trou- 
ln math 

. fton and give a sktt for 
your Childrens Church about a 
WWs atory 

Read tha M4e to an eideriy 
arson who haa poor sight 

Smile and aay kind thing* 


Ba a pan pal to a lonely 
p ar son in a nursing home 
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“Flashlight Fun” 
Session 9, Sheet 1 


“Verse Puzzle” 
Session 9, Sheet 2 


A Chance To Shine” 
Session 9, Sheet 3 
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“Find The Sheep” 
Session 10, Sheet 1 


“Helping The Shepherd” 
Session 1 0, Sheet 2 


“Special Assignments” 
Session 1 0, Sheet 3 
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if; 
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fill 
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IMS 
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Hi? 

3 i* 



1 Happen has two of them 

2 is in g& rp&a and g y/e rgoag/gf 
4 Sounds like wfy 

3 Begins the alphabet 

rp];R A Y f 

for them. 


4 Is in fitly three times 

1 Sounds like lea or lee 
3 The last letter m camel 

2 Begins and ends ewe 

TELL 


them about Jesus. 


5 Tuesday starts with this 

1 and 4 Sounds like two things on your face that help you see 
3 Middle ol never 

2 Beginning has three of these 

6 In hey. but not in hay 

I N V I T E t | lcm to church. 



2 Sounds like the bug that buzzes 
4 Bogins yeHow 

3 Center of hed 

1 Between N and P m the alphabet 
^ ® ^ ^ God each day. 


2 The beginning of end 
t This letter is also an in 


kind to thcr 


Enlarged Answer Sheets LIFE'S CLASSROOM (lessons From The Parables) 

© 2006 Gospel Publishing House, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802 
Permission to duplicate this page for classroom use only. 


161 




“Doing Your Part” 
Session 1 1, Sheet 1 



“Meet The Needs” 
Session 1 1, Sheet 2 



“Good Samaritan Press” 
Session 1 1, Sheet 3 


§wJ8^ft:00- 

mm-- ' 

f ^pfiying* is up 

| Ifptfl charities. 

• Local child 
gets Governor’s 
medal due to 
her courageous 
efforts** help a 
vjctnhdf gang 


Tbnw’s Top Story: 

to be a Good Samaritan 

WHO? (Name of person you know who has a need.) 

/!// anStoers (s3i/f i /any. 

' 

WHAT? (What is the person’s need?) 

I 


HOW? (How will you help meet that need?) 


WHY? (Why should you help meet the need?) 



Vhatever you did for one of the least of these... you did tor me. Matthew 25:40 



“Picture Clues” 
Session 12, Sheet 1 


“Keep Doing Good Things” 
Session 12, Sheet 2 


“Z Mania” 

Session 12, Sheet 3 
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L*t us nol become weary In doing good, for .we wiil reap 
a harvest if we do not give up. Galatians 6:9 (MV) 
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“The Reward” 
Session 13, Sheet 1 


“Secret Calendar Message” 
Session 13, Sheet 2 


“Be Ready!” 
Session 13, Sheet 3 
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A lost Guest 


Help the lost wedding guest find her way to the banquet. Then fill in the missing words 
In the key verse below. 



I God and there is other. 

Isaiah 45:22 

Yowg Fxplorett Life’s Classroom/ Session 1 / Sheet 1 / A Maze iV 
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You Are Invited 


Use each word listed to fill in the spaces to complete the sentences. 


heaven 

reject 

God 

Son 

salvation 

rejected 

proper 

king 

son’s 

everyone 

servants 

God 


heaven 




The 

first group 
of people who 
were invited to the 

wedding 

the king’s offer. The king then 

sent his to invite 

to come. 

One guest did not wear 
clothing. He was 
cast out of the celebration. 

The king represents .He 

offers to all. 

Those who His 

offer will not be ready for 
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What Ate They? 


1-3 


Unscramble the words below to find: 


a 

z 

£ 

$ 
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Hidden Gifts 


Below is a picture of the woman pouring her perfume on Jesus’ feet. This was her gift to thank Him for 
forgiving her sins. There are 10 bottles like this: Q hidden in the picture. Can you find them? 
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God's Gift 


Fill in the sentences in the gift using the words shown. 



Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

2 Corinthians 9:15 
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Gratitude Word Find 


Find and circle these words from today’s session. They can go across, down, diagonally, 
forward or backward. 


DEBT 

GRATITUDE 

JESUS 

PUNISHMENT 

SIN 

UNDESERVED 


FORGIVENESS 

GUEST 

MONEYLENDER 

SALVATION 

TEARS 


GIFT 

INDESCRIBABLE 

PERFUME 

SIMON 

THANKFULNESS 

WOMAN 
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Print the words on the lines below that have the same numbers. Obey this Bible verse. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

Hebrews 13:5 
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Grape Matt) 


Solve the math problem in each grape. Then write the words from the grape on the lines above the 
problem answers. 



21 


12 


17 


25 

? 


19 


14 15 23 
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Grape Truths 

Discover truths from today’s session by decoding the messages. 
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Growing Plant 

Instructions to leader: Have child color the plant and the bubble letters. Then assist him in cutting 
along all lines indicated (You will need to cut the slit above the phrase.) then fold on the broken line. Tape 
the left sides together. Slide the plant through the slit. Show how pulling the picture up makes the plant 
grow. 


cut 



cut 



mo 
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A Maze to Perseverance 


To persevere and receive the crown of life, we have to keep obeying God through any problem we face. 
Guide the girl through the maze of problems to the crown. 
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Perseverance Situations 


Look at the situations below, then write on the lines how the child should respond to keep on obeying 
God. 



I’m sorry you have other\ 
plans, but I really need 
you to help baby-sit your 
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Word Maze 
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Where Are You Headed? 

Read the paragraphs below. Then find the underlined words in the puzzle, they can go forward, back- 
ward, up, down, or diagonally. 

In the parable the FIELD stood for the WORLD , the OWNER for TESUS. the WHEAT for BELIEV- 
ERS. the ENEMY for the DEVIL, the WEEDS for UNBELIEVERS , the FURNACE for HELL, and the 
SERVANTS for ANGELS. 


If we are CAREFUL to obey God, we can look forward to eternal JOY. If we are CARELESS by not 
obeying God, we will have eternal TROUBLE . 
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Are you careful to obey God? 
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Can You Help Yostiiro? 


Read the list of qualities Yoshiro has written. Write on his T-shirt the qualities he should keep doing 
and write on the trash can the things he should stop doing. 

YOSHIRO’S QUALITIES 

Sometimes disobeys parents 
Tells others about Jesus 
Prays every day 
Complains when doing chores 
Shovels snow for a neighbor 
Sometimes swears at school 
Disrespectful to gym teacher 
Goes to church 
Jealous of friend’s clothes 
Listens to Christian music 
Does his homework 
Tries to be kind 




Deeds of Darkness 
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Choosing A Happy Place 


We want to make choices that will lead us to heaven. From the letters below, choose only the letters 
order with happy faces under them to write on the lines. You will find three ways to make choices that 
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What Choice To Me? 
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Read each of the cartoons below. In the last box write or draw how the child could respond and make 
a choice that leads to life. 
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How To Choose life 


Using the code, find the answers to the question marks. They will show you three ways to make choic- 
es that lead to life. 


ABCDEFGHIJKLMN 

O- 0#A+ 



O PQRSTUVWXY Z 

‘ | 00 ♦KA" 





2 . 


FINISH FINISH 

3. 
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Around The Heart 


Start at the arrow. Cross out every C and B. Then put the letters that are left on the lines inside the 
heart. You will find how God feels about you. 
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Computer Message 

Discover an important message by using the keyboard to fill in the lines on the screen. To find the let- 
ters on the screen, go key by key and write the letter that is three letters ahead in the alphabet from the 
letter on the key. For example: D on the keyboard would be G on the screen, and X on the keyboard 
would A on the screen. 
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Prodigal Maze 


Follow the son along his foolish journey until he returns home to ask forgiveness from his father. 
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Hidden Word 


Color in the shapes that have a gift inside to complete the message. 
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Gift Addition 
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16 10 9 20 


22 18 17 12 
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Using Your Gifts 

Draw a line from the gift on the left to the way it can be used to serve God on the right. 


1. Poing math 


2. Acting 

3. Writing 


4. Encouraging 


5. Reading 

6. Athletics U)M: 




A. Make pictures to decorate 
the walls of your Children’s 
Church 

B. Act Christlike during 
games to show others God has 
made a difference in your life 

C. Explain how to do prob- 
lems to someone having trou- 
ble in math 

D. Plan and give a skit for 
your Children’s Church about a 
Bible story 

E. Read the Bible to an elderly 
person who has poor sight 

F. Smile and say kind things 
to a sad friend 
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Flashlight Fim 


Color the flashlight. Then color the two parts on 
the wheel as indicated. Cut out the wheel, the 
flashlight, and the window on the flashlight. 
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Use a brad to attach the wheel behind 
the flashlight. Turn the wheel to see 
what you can do to make your light 
shine for God. You can also turn the 
wheel to see what keeps your light 
from shining. 



S " ^Oq - ' 
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Verse Puzzle 


Cut out the verse puzzle pieces along the dotted lines. When they are glued to the grid in the proper 
order, a picture will appear. Color the picture. 
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A Chance To Shine 


Read each cartoon below. Write on the lines what the person could say or do to be a shining light for 
Jesus. 
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Find The Sheep 


Jesus came to earth to seek and save lost people. Can you seek out the eight lost sheep in this picture? 
Circle them when you find them. 



Yowg Explorer* Life’s Classroom / Session 10 / Sheet 1 / Find In The Picture ☆ 

© 2006 Gospel Publishing House, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802 
Permission to duplicate this page for classroom use only. 



Jesus is like a good shepherd. He cares for people who are lost in sin like a shepherd 
cares for lost sheep. Jesus wants you to help others come to know and serve Him. On 
each sheep below, write the name of a person you know who is not a Christian. 

Then write what you will do to help the person be found by God. 


10-2 


Helping The Shepherd 
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The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost. Luke 19:10 
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Special Assignment 

God has given Christians a special assignment-to help people come to know and serve Him. Use the 
clues above each set of boxes to fill in the boxes and finish the statements. They tell ways we can carry 
out our special assignment. 


To help bring lost people to Jesus, we can 


1 Happen has two of them 

2 Is in ray robin , and rollercoaster 
4 Sounds like why 

3 Begins the alphabet 


for them. 


4 Is in My three times 

1 Sounds like tea or tee 
3 The last letter in camel 

2 Begins and ends ewe 


them about Jesus. 


5 Tuesday starts with this 

1 and 4 Sounds like two things on your face that help you see 
3 Middle of never 

2 Beginning has three of these 

6 In hey , but not in hay 


I 


V 


I 


them to church. 



2 Sounds like the bug that buzzes 
4 Begins yellow 

3 Center of bed 

1 Between N and P in the alphabet 


B 


God each day. 


2 The beginning of end 
1 This letter is also an insect 


B 


kind to them. 


1 2 
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Doing Your Part 


You are collecting things for people who are hungry and cold. Draw a line from dot to dot to see some 
of the things you are giving. Color them when you are done. 


Whatever you did 
for one of the least of 
these ... you did for me. 
Matthew 24:40 (NIV) 

1 21 
*27 
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•20 


3 - 
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16 
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• 19 
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Meet The Needs 


In the box that connects to each needy person, draw a picture of how you could help meet the need. 
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Good Samaritan Press 
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Write the front page of the paper by writing answers to the questions. 


Good Samaritan Press 

Volume 1, Issue 1 November 10, 1996 

Highlights 

• Blood drive 
today from 1 :00- 
4:00 at Grace 
Church. 

• Giving is up 
at local charities. 

• Local child 
gets Governor’s 
medal due to 
her courageous 
efforts to help a 
victim of gang 
violence. 

Help 

Wanted 

Today’s Tbp Story: 

Mu? 

(your name) 

to be a Good Samaritan 

WHO? (Name of person you know who has a need.) 


WHAT? (What is the person’s need?) 

• Tutor needed 
to help second 
grade student with 
math. 

• Blind per- 
son needs help 
with housework. 

• Mother 
needs someone 
to help entertain 
young child for 
an hour or so 
each day. 


HOW? (How will you help meet that need?) 


WHY? (Why should you help meet the need?) 



Whatever you did for one of the least of these...you did for me. Matthew 25:40 
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Picture Clues 


Use the code to solve the secret message. 
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Keep Doing Good Things 

Some of the children below have become weary in dong the good things that God wants. Read each 
cartoon and then answer the questions beside it. 


What good thing has the 
boy stopped doing? 


What should he do? 




Oh, I tried being 
nice for a while. But 
she kept being mean 
to me so I quit. 


What good thing has the girl 
stopped doing? 


Why should she not quit 7 


Last time you 
told the truth about 
' breaking some of your mom's 

W71 11. .11 i flowers you got into trouble. 

What good thing is the boy \A re y 0U g 0 j n g to lie this time 

doing? x and say you didn't 

do it? 


Why should he do this good thing? 



< MK 
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T Mania 


Circle the letter right after every Z. Write those letters on the lines in the same order. Then read the 
message. 

ZLRETSLIDZEFRINTZTLETTERZUDEALZSR 
INGZNSTOPZOTELLZTFRIENDZBBETTERZ 
EGROWQZCCOMEZOKLIPZMHINGZEPOMN 
ZWJUMPZEFREEZAROPEZRSTOPPERZYFRE 
EEZIBFDSZNODLSMNZDDJDJSKZOSJUKKZI 
LOPPPZNDEEEEZGFJ FDKLZGDDISKLSZOCL 
ZOZDZFZORMNDLZRFEDSLOZWWERTYZEY 
UIOPZWASDFGZIHJKLMZLNJMHBNZLDRDR 
TZRTREEDZEREEDZADEERZPTUTUTZADD 
RRLSOZHSLEOEPZADLDIKFZRDRODLOZVD 
IEOREZEDDFDJFIDZSDROEKDLZTFUDIEO 
ZIDIOEPOZFFJDUEIOZWDIEORGKZEFDKD 
IASLZDDJDUKLFGZODJDIZNFJDIFGZOSKD 
IGOLDZTDFDKDILZGSIDKDOPZIFDOISPD 
ZVDFEFGTZESDERZUDFFDIOZPFDUDUDU 


How will you obey this message? 


Rewrite the message in your own words. 
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The Reward 


If you do your best to obey God each day, you will be ready for Jesus’ return. What is the reward for 
being ready? Color the picture below using the color by number code to find out. 


1= yellow 2= blue 3= light blue 4= white 
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Secret Calendar Message 

Cross out every Q and Z. Write the letters that are left on the lines in the watch. 

Read the secret message. 

QZZBQZQEQZQQRZQEZQAQQZZQDZZ 

QQYQZQZBQQQZZZEZZQCZZQAQQQUQ 

QZSQQZZZEQQQZZZQQQTZZZHQQQEZ 

ZZSQQZOQQQZNZZQQOZQZFQQZZQMZ 

ZAZZQQNZZZWQQQIQQQQLZZZZQLZZ 

QQCQQQOZZZMQQQZEZZQZQAZTZZQQ 

AZZNZZQQQHQOQUQRQZZQQWQQHQQ 

QEZZQQNQQQQQYQQZZQQOZZZUZZZZ 

ZDZZZZZOZZZZZQQQNQQQOQQQTQQZ 

EZZQQXQQQZZPQZZQEZZQQCZZZTQQ 

QHZZZIQQQZQMQZQZQZQZZZQQZZZQ 
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Be Ready! 

Answer the questions on the lines. Be specific with your answers. 
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